
The 16 Days Campaign occurs each year, beginning November 25, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women and ending on December 10, International Human Rights Day. This year, the 25th year of the 16 Days of Ac-
tivism, the Good Shepherd NGO office, in partnership with the Sisters of Mercy NGO office, hosted a daily Twitter Teach-In, 
based on Sister of Mercy Angela Reed’s research at the Good Shepherd Welcome House in Cebu City, Philippines. The Good 
Shepherd/Mercy #16Days16Stories campaign featured 16 videos, presenting the stories of formerly-trafficked women in 
their own words, along with questions for reflection and facts and analysis about the experiences of women and girls and the 
international laws and obligations that exist to protect them. The campaign highlighted the human rights violations and cu-
mulative disadvantage over the life cycle that these women and girls have experienced, as well as their resilience and activ-
ism, and aimed to galvanize action. During the last day of the campaign, participants had the opportunity to take part in a 
Q&A with the women at Good Shepherd Welcome House, to engage with them more directly, and to learn what recommen-
dations the women have regarding how to end trafficking and empower women and girls. You can find our tweets and videos 
on Twitter and 16days16stories.online. ⌘ 

Good Shepherd leads Twitter Teach-In for 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence 
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55th Commission for Social Development examines strategies for poverty eradication  

The 55th Session of the Commission for Social Development took place February 1-10, 2017, with the priority theme 
“Strategies for eradicating poverty to achieve sustainable development for all.” The Civil Society Forum, organized by the 
NGO Committee for Social Development was held on January 30-31, and focused on social protection, including social pro-
tection floors as one such strategy.  The Civil Society Forum provided an opportunity for participants to share perspectives 
and best practices of social protection policies in order to promote people-centered social change and development. It also 
created a space for participants to develop concrete recommendations for the Commission, leading to the presentation of 
the Civil Society Declaration to Member States and the UN. During the Commission, a number of side events were orga-
nized, highlighting the importance of innovative financing, grassroots and migrants to the eradication of poverty, among 
other topics. The Good Shepherd statement to the Commission, available in English, Spanish and French, examines the dis-
proportionate effect that poverty has on girls and women, and puts forward social protection floors as an effective, human 
rights-based policy for the eradication of poverty. ⌘ 

file:///C:/Users/Yolanda%20Sanchez/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/twitter.com/gsijp
http://www.16days16stories.online/
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=E/CN.5/2017/NGO/9


On October 13, 2016, the General 

Assembly appointed the former Pri-

me Minister of Portugal, António Gu-

terres, as the next United Nations 

Secretary-General. He began his te-

nure on January 1, 2017, succeeding 

Ban Ki-moon. Mr. Guterres was Prime 

Minister of Portugal from 1995 to 

2002, and the UN High Commissioner 

for Refugees from June 2005 to December 2015. He is a 

practicing Catholic. 

The selection of a new United Nations Secretary-General 

was decided behind closed-doors by a few powerful coun-

tries, but for the first time in history, the selection process 

involved public discussions with each candidate. The candi-

dates presented their 'vision statements' and answered 

questions on how they would promote sustainable develop-

ment, improve efforts to create peace, protect human 

rights, and deal with huge humanitarian catastrophes 

should they be selected to lead the UN. Still the members 

of the Security Council had the final power to nominate a 

candidate for selection. Many NGOs and governments were 

disappointed that a woman was not selected.  Out of 13 

candidates, seven were women, and in August Ban Ki-moon 

said it was "high time" for a female head, after more than 

70 years of the UN and eight male leaders. ⌘ 

On September 19, 2016, the United Nations General Assembly hosted the first ever High-Level 

Summit to Address Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants. This was a historic opportunity 

strengthen governance of international migration and a unique opportunity to create a more 

responsible, predictable system for responding to large movements of refugees and migrants. 

The ‘New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants’ was adopted at the opening of 

the Summit, and is available in 6 languages.  A ceremony that morning marked the formalizing of 

the relationship between United Nations and the IOM (International Organization for Migrants) 

also took place.  The webcast is available HERE. 

Civil society has made a scorecard to evaluate the New York Declaration, and has urged world 

leaders to take 7 actions to make a new deal for refugees, migrants and societies a reality.  This 

document was endorsed by the Good Shepherd NGO office, and is available in English, Spanish, 

and French.  ‘The real and immediate test is whether the Summit will be able to make a differ-

ence on the ground for the millions of refugees, migrants and internally displaced people in need 

of protection, safe passage, solidarity, inclusion, decent work and livelihoods, and for the socie-

ties that host them.’  

The follow-up processes to this Summit have already begun to develop a Global Compact for Re-

sponsibility Sharing for Refugees and a Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, 

to be negotiated and adopted by 2018. ⌘ 

On September 16, 2016, in connection with the UN celebra-

tion of the International Day of Peace, Nobel Peace Prize 

nominee Nadia Murad Basee Taha - who survived trafficking 

at the hands of ISIL (Da'esh) - was formally appointed 

UNODC Goodwill Ambassador for the Dignity of Survivors of 

Human Trafficking. This designation marks the first time a 

survivor of atrocities is bestowed with this distinction. Ms. 

Murad, a 23-year-old Yazidi woman, briefed the Security 

Council at its first-ever session on human trafficking in De-

cember 2015, and briefed the Security Council again in De-

cember 2016, as well as the World Humanitarian Summit in 

May 2016 and the UN Summit for Refugees and Migrants in 

September 2016. She described being rounded up with fel-

low Yazidis in Iraq in 2014 and witnessing ISIL fighters 

shooting men and boys in cold blood. She was subject to 

grave abuses at the hands of ISIL fighters and was bought 

and sold various times. As Goodwill Ambassador, Nadia's 

main goal is to focus on advocacy initiatives and to raise 

awareness around the plight of millions of victims of traffick-

ing, especially refugees, women, and girls. ⌘ 

P a g e  2  E m b r a c e  t h e  W o r l d  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7 ,  # 4 6  

António Guterres becomes 9th UN Secretary-General Nadia Murad appointed Goodwill Ambassador  

UN hosts High Level Summit to Address Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants  

http://webtv.un.org/watch/opening-session-high-level-plenary-meeting-on-addressing-large-movements-of-refugees-and-migrants-3rd-plenary-meeting/5131890317001
http://www.madenetwork.org/sites/default/files/1.8.16%20HLS%20CS_A%20New%20Deal%20EN.pdf
http://www.madenetwork.org/sites/default/files/1.8.16%20HLS%20CS_A%20New%20Deal%20FR.pdf


The Congregation of 
Our Lady of Charity of 
the Good Shepherd 
joined the new Portu-
guese Refugee Sup-
port Platform (PAR) 
initiative by signing an 
agreement between 
the St. Anne Home 
and PAR. 

The St. Anne House is a "Welcoming Community for Women 
at Risk", located in the Sintra area. Its main objective is to 
host women, or mothers and their children temporarily, 
providing them the essential basic conditions in terms of 
accommodation, food, hygiene, laundry and linen room and 
providing them a safe family environment and welfare, as 
well as training in personal, professional and maternal skills.  
The refugee family was housed in a separate house in the 
backyard of the same property. 

On June 29 a family arrived in Portugal: a mother of 39 years 
and her four children, including two boys aged 14 and 11, 
and two girls aged 7 and 8 years. Originally from Iraq, their 
desire was to get to Germany. The father has been missing 
for three years. Passing through Turkey, they entered 
Greece and there were relocated to Portugal. 

Upon arrival at the airport they were received by the Immi-
gration and Border Service and the Refugee Support 
Platform, directed the mother and children to us. Soon they 
started learning Portuguese. The communication is very 
difficult, because they speak Arabic and the eldest son 
speaks a little English. 

They came with health problems, but without any medical 
report: the mother suffering from pain in her leg and teeth. 
We were also informed that the oldest daughter is epileptic 
and younger diabetic, neither having received any treat-
ment.  The mother also told us that the eldest son has psy-
chological problems and needs monitoring. They soon began 
medical care. 

A month after their arrival in Portugal, the family was grant-
ed a residence permit by the Immigration and Border Ser-
vice, a tax number and Social Security. 

This family, like all refugees who are arriving to the receiving 
countries, has major challenges: language, school, health, 
work, housing... We are united with the words of St. Mary 
Euphrasia: "How fortunate we are, we collaborate with 
Christ in his mission of love and friendship to the people."  ⌘ 

The second Mission Spirituality & Justice workshop was held 

on August 20th at the IEP. Santa Maria Eufrasia in Lima, Pe-

ru, organized by the Commission for Mission Justice and 

Spirituality, with Training Facilitator Sr. Clare Nolan as the 

speaker. 72 people from the communities of Huancayo, Ca-

jamarca, Chimbote and Lima participated. 

Sr. Clare Nolan, with the spirit and passion for the mission, 

began by pointing out that times and circumstances have 

changed, but the situation of women is the same; the same 

dangers of violence and abuse remain. 

She highlighted the changed mission of the Life Project, 

which evolved from the Good Shepherd vision. She invited 

us to make a journey from within to meet the Good Shep-

herd and address the central difficulties of justice, mercy 

and solidarity, asking us reflection questions: What does this 

mean in our mission? What do we have in common with St. 

Mary Euphrasia? What do we have in common with St. John 

Eudes? With Sister Agustina Rivas? 

What we have in common: Spiritual orientation, love of the 

people, we are driven by the mission, compassion and rec-

onciliation. These are the main elements of the Foundation. 

We are encouraged to promote more participatory action, 

to address issues from the Good Shepherd Chapter which 

identifies the new priorities: 1. Poverty: Promoting the em-

powerment of excluded populations. 2. Trafficking in per-

sons: Fighting this scourge. 3. Refugees: Expressing solidari-

ty with this population. 4. Gender inequality: Promoting 

their equity and justice. 5. Violence against women and 

girls: Protecting and promoting their rights. 6. Religious in-

tolerance: Looking mercifully toward other ecumenical prac-

tices. 

As a group we worked out an outline of an Integrated Mis-

sion Development Process that allowed us to recognize 

phases, strengths and weaknesses in the mission. 

"The Vision and Mission of Good Shepherd is to take all that 

we have in a joint and integrated way," between Justice, 

Mercy and Solidarity. 

Thank you, Sister Clare, for urging us: "Let us use our voice 

to fight against exclusion and inequality." ⌘  

Refugees in Portugal – By Sister Fatima Pires, 
Province of Portugal  
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Mission Spirituality & Justice Workshop – Province 
of Peru 



Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand has launched an ini-

tiative to illuminate how government policy fails women in 

multiple ways.  The Women’s Policy Action Tank provides a 

space for academics and other thought leaders to analyse 

policy using a gender lens, demonstrating how policies con-

verge in unhelpful ways to entrench disadvantage for wom-

en across the lifespan. This included hosting the Putting 

Women at the Centre: A Policy Forum in August, where a 

gender lens was placed over power and voice, economic 

security, and the criminal justice system.  

A full house listened to experts tackle these issues from 

differing perspectives.  The first panel, Working the Spaces 

of Power, included an academic, a popular blogger, a femi-

nist network convenor, and a bank executive. Together they 

explored how women can insert their voices into conversa-

tions where they are excluded, through a range of individu-

al and collective actions, as well as metrics-driven targets 

(such as in a corporate environment, to increase diversity in 

leadership).  This panel also discussed how many women 

experience multiple identities that can further silence them 

– for example, Aboriginal voices are often missing from 

feminist discourse in Australia.   

The second panel, the Power of Money, explored how poli-

cies converge to reinforce the gender pay gap and create an 

economic disincentive for women to work full-time follow-

ing children.  Further, working norms of a dedicated bread-

winner in the family who is expected to overwork means 

that men are also losing – neither partner has healthy work-

life balance. These pre-existing conditions result in en-

trenched disadvantage for women that makes them more 

vulnerable to all forms of domestic violence including eco-

nomic abuse. This panel was facilitated by Good Shepherd’s 

Tanya Corrie, a prominent researcher on economic abuse in 

Australia. 

When women interact with the criminal justice system, jus-

tice is seldom the outcome. This panel agreed that women 

should almost never be jailed; their crimes were most often 

misdemeanours and were almost always linked to experi-

ences of violence in their own lives. Additionally, the crimi-

nal justice system fails to protect women or provide them 

justice against perpetrators; the room was shocked to be 

told that 99 per cent of sexual assaults do not result in a 

conviction.  

The highlight of the day was the opening Keynote. In the 

spirit of collaboration and support, this was designed as a 

Keynote Conversation. The Victorian Equal Opportunity and 

Human Rights Commissioner and the Principal Commission-

er for Children and Young People were joined by the Chief 

Executives of McAuley Community Services for Women and 

Jesuit Social Services. This open, questioning ‘dialogue 

across difference’ highlighted the failings of fractured re-

sponses to what are considered niche ‘women’s is-

sues’ (such as domestic violence). The conversationalists 

agreed that putting women at the centre of all policy crea-

tion would result in more holistic and coordinated policy 

responses not only for women but children and men as well.  

Good policy for women is good policy for everyone. 

Dimity Fifer, the Chief Executive of Good Shepherd Australia 

New Zealand, provided context for the day in the opening 

address, reinforcing the importance of multiple identities 

for women and that privilege must be acknowledged and 

used to create space for less-heard voices.  

The Women’s Policy Action Tank builds on years of advoca-

cy work conducted in this area by the Women’s Research, 

Advocacy, and Policy (WRAP) Centre at Good Shepherd Aus-

tralia New Zealand (ANZ), and has been co-developed with 

the Power to Persuade, an initiative for informing the social 

services sector on how to more effectively influence govern-

ment policy. (The WRAP Centre is also a co-director of this 

initiative.)  In addition to the Forum, the initiative is facili-

tating accessible policy analyses, articles and opinion pieces, 

and ongoing discussion to increase women’s voice and pres-

ence in the policy process.  All content is available online; 

we are also active on Twitter @PolicyForWomen and 

@GoodAdvocacy (WRAP Centre). ⌘ 

A graphic illustrator captured key themes from each session. 

Shown here is the summary of the Keynote Conversation.  

Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand highlights systemic disadvantage for women - By Susan Maury, 
Policy and Research Specialist, Women’s Research, Advocacy and Policy Centre, Good Shepherd Australia New 

Zealand  
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The Latin American meeting of the anti-trafficking net-
work was held from August 24 to 31, 2016 in Lima. 
Approximately 36 people participated, including Part-
ners and Sisters who are in charge of shelters in differ-
ent communities in Latin America: Paraguay, Mexico, 
Chile, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Brazil, 
Argentina and Peru, and who have direct contact with 
people affected by trafficking in persons. It was a 
meeting of mutual feedback, to learn about and dis-
cuss the best practices being carried out by the com-
munities and the problems they face in order to wel-
come people affected by trafficking. ⌘  

In August we have seen the presence of God in the growth and the 

blessing that have been given to the group of women we are accom-

panying. During this month, four of the women have been able to 

begin with their business plan: sale of meat products, a restaurant and 

sale of clothing. They have shown their desire to get ahead and are 

responding to the process initiated in their lives. The accompaniment, 

follow-up and preparation continues, which is why with great joy two 

of the women who started their business plan in the first cohort grad-

uated last August 28. They earned a diploma in Business Training with 

the support of the Amanecer Foundation. It was an effort that they pursued for more than three months and now their com-

mitment and responsibility are reflected.  

For the Foundation and Good Shepherd, spiritual growth, prayer and recognition of the love of God in our lives is the basis of 

all change and success in life. That is why this month a Spiritual Coexistence event was organized. The group of women who 

participated assiduously manifest to have a thirst of God and the desire to look for it and to know it more every day. They 

participated with their sons and daughters, as they are trying to link their families in the processes of training and accompa-

niment.  The psychosocial and accounting training continues, and the women are increasingly participatory and empowered 

in their individual and collective processes, manifesting their commitment and responsibility. We are grateful and praying to 

God for continued spiritual and corporal progress and we continue offering our prayer.  ⌘ 
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JP Contact, Province of Kenya Donatus Lili sent the following arti-
cle.  She says: “The following is an article of a group of women in 
Uganda whom Sr- Theresa Musembi is working with.  It is about 
Our Lady of Charity Women group on the day they received a Cer-
tificate to form a Housing Cooperative. The challenge now is to 
raise funds to actualize their dream.”  
A women group from Mulago Parish known as “Our Lady of Chari-
ty Mulago Housing Cooperative,” seen here receiving their Hous-
ing Cooperative certificate. The group was initiated by Sisters of 
Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd from Kenya. The group 
has 54 members. Of late, the group has included a few men in line 
with gender equality. Some of the members are widows, single 
mothers, HIV positive. These women live in slum areas of Mulago, 
Kavule , Bukoto. Their main goal is to strive to raise funds to buy 
land and construct low cost houses and live in a healthy and clean 
environment. Viola (circled), the Executive of Uganda Housing 
Cooperative Union, encouraged the members to work hard to 
achieve their goal with one year.   ⌘  

Mulago Housing Cooperative Receives Certificate  -  

Province of Kenya 

Latin American Meeting of the Hacia la Liber-
tad (Towards Freedom) Network against     Hu-

man Trafficking - Province of Peru  

We Give Thanks to God – Good Shepherd Foundation, Cartagena Colombia, Province of Colombo Venezolana 



Paths of Hope: Microcredit in El Salvador – By Sr. Judy Mannix, Province of Central America 

“I learned that we’re all equal.  I used to think that some 

people are higher than I am but now I know that we’re all 

equal. We all have dignity in the eyes of God.”  This was how 

one participant of Caminos de Esperanza (Paths of Hope), 

responded to the question “What did you learn during this 

time of formation?”    

Caminos de Esperanza, our new micro-credit project of in-

terest-free loans in El Salvador, is an outcome of the Strate-

gic Plan of the Province of Central America which we, Sisters 

and lay Mission Partners, developed last year.  Under the 

direction of Heidy Hochstatter, Regional Manager of the 

Mission Development Office Latin America, we engaged in a 

process that helped us to identify 3 specific areas of concern 

on which to focus during the next five years:  Economic In-

justice, Human Trafficking, and Children and Adolescents at 

risk.    

Sr. Digna Rivas and I had been working with the children of 

market and street vendors since December, 2014, when we 

arrived in San Miguel in the Eastern zone of El Salvador.  This 

year, the Mission Development Offices in Latin America and 

Rome enabled us to receive grant money to start Caminos 

de Esperanza for the vendors themselves.  

Before Caminos de Esperanza, the only way that those who 

are impoverished could get loans was through individuals 

who charge 10 or 20% monthly, sometimes weekly, in inter-

est.  One of our participants had borrowed $10.00 and was 

repaying $2.00 a week but was never able to save $10.00 to 

repay the entire loan.  At that rate he would have been pay-

ing $2 forever and still have a $10 debt.  Another participant 

had paid in interest more than she originally borrowed but 

still owed the original loan. 

Needless to say, our Caminos friends were initially incredu-

lous that anyone was offering them interest-free loans but 

now, through the relationships that developed and their 

willingness to risk, our group is forming community and 

their skepticism has been replaced with trust.  Other people 

told us that they would like to participate but they fear that 

improving their financial situation will attract the gangs who 

will then extort money from them.  Unfortunately, their 
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fears are based in reality. 

Our hope is that, through Caminos de Esperanza, the partici-

pants will be able to recognize their own talents, articulate 

their dreams, achieve financial stability and work toward a 

better future for themselves and their families. Before re-

ceiving their loans, the participants had 16 hours of for-

mation which included sessions on leadership, self-esteem, 

community building as well as classes designed to help them 

better manage their money, learn how to save and to make 

better choices about spending money.   

Our loans are small, less than $200, but they have 10 months 

to repay it at the rate they choose. Once they repay the loan 

within the 10-month period, they can borrow again and 

again and again for up to 2 years.   During this time, they will 

continue to meet with us as a group for monthly formation 

(4 mission partners collaborate with us) as well as individual 

monthly “check-in” meetings.  They are also being encour-

aged to open a bank account and start saving money even if 

it’s only one dollar a week.   Our other expectations include 

improving nutrition for the family and sending the children 

to school. 

Home visiting is an integral part of this project; it allows us to 

get a better understanding of the challenges the families 

encounter and to offer them support and encouragement 

despite these challenges.  One young family (3 children ages 

5, 3 and 1) had to make an emergency move from where 

they had been living and spent 3 nights sleeping under a tree 

until they could build their own little home which is basically 

a shack made from sheets of zinc, unbearably hot under our 

San Miguel sun.  Another family of 7 lives in a tiny 2-

bedroom house with holes in the ceilings and no running 

water but the landlady says that if they don’t like it, they can 

move elsewhere.  If they repaired the ceiling at their own 

expense, it’s likely that the landlady will charge more than 

the $50.00 that they currently pay for rent.  

Caminos de Esperanza is springtime every day as we watch 

our new friends emerge from the bleakness of so many win-

ters, sprout fresh buds and open themselves up to new ad-

ventures and renewed hope. It has given us the opportunity 

to share sacred space with them and their families and it 

challenges us to reflect more deeply on our own use of re-

sources and how we contribute to the economic injustice in 

our world.  Good Shepherd Mission Development Offices 

and the OAK Foundation made this possible and we are 

deeply grateful to them for our own springtime of new 

growth. ⌘ 



Sister Jane Nway Nwy Ei of Myanmar and Sr. Yvonne 
Clémence Bambara were the two sisters of the Congrega-
tion to participate in the international conference on 
trafficking organized by Caritas Internationalis and the Pon-
tifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant 
People from 5 to 7 September in Abuja, the capital of Nige-
ria. The theme of this meeting was: "One Human Family, 
One Voice, No to Trafficking in Persons". There were about 
130 people from 47 countries on all continents. Cardinal Luis 
Tagle, President of Caritas Internationalis, Msgr. Robinson 
Wijesinghe, Director of the Office of the Pontifical Council 
for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, Car-
dinal Sorondo of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, 
Anna Bartosova, anti-trafficking coordinator for Caritas Slo-
vakia, Professor. Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, former Special Rapporteur 
on trafficking, as well as senior representatives of the Catho-
lic Church of Nigeria and the African Union were present. 

The objectives of the conference were: 

1. Raising awareness about human trafficking in Africa and 
from Africa, with an emphasis on trafficking in children, 
trafficking for sexual exploitation and labor, trafficking in 
crisis situations and trafficking in the maritime industry. 

2. Connecting different stakeholders and strengthening co-
operation between countries of origin, transit and destina-
tion, in order to study strategies for collaboration to pre-
vent human trafficking in Africa. 

3. Promote Church actions in cooperation with other organi-
zations to help victims, with the aim of combating traffick-
ing and slavery. 

4. Contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) through actions to combat trafficking and 
slavery. 

According to Caritas Internationalis, in 2015, 60 million peo-
ple were either refugees or forcibly displaced. In Africa, 
thousands of adults and children are forced to flee conflicts, 
poverty and persecution, and are particularly vulnerable to 
traffickers. 

Driven by a desperate need for survival and rebuilding a 
better life elsewhere, they are particularly vulnerable to ex-
ploitation, both sexual and labor. 

During the conference we had discussions on the following 
themes in groups according to our interests and interven-
tions: A. Trafficking in children; B. Trafficking in persons in 
crisis; C. Trafficking in the maritime industry; D. Trafficking 
for exploitation in labor, including domestic servitude; E. 
Trafficking for sexual exploitation. 

Some thoughts touched us during this meeting: 

 Cardinal Tagle, President of Caritas Internaionalis, said in 
his opening speech: "Slavery begins when people do not 
respect their own humanity, their bodies and their spiritu-
al potential. They see themselves and therefore see others 
as mere instruments or objects in pursuit of an objective, 
including money, profit, influence or power. " 

 Father Bruno Ciceri, of the Apostleship of the Sea, said: 
"You can buy boxes of tuna on which we read that they 
were caught without harm to dolphins or turtles - What 
about fishermen?" 

 Ndese Udongwo of Caritas Nigeria said: "Victims of 
trafficking are members of our communities, our parishes, 
sometimes even our families." 

 "One victim is one victim too many," said Kevin Hyland, 
the UK anti-slavery commissioner, in his speech at the 
conference. 

Let us act like ‘one family, one voice’ and say ‘no to human 
trafficking.’ One human family, One voice, No to human 
trafficking. 

We shared our experiences in the field, discussed and 
sought to create bonds to fight together against the hideous 
face of our humanity which is the exploitation of our broth-
ers and sisters. 

Many speakers at the conference pointed out that poverty 
is one of the major factors driving people to trafficking. 
Fighting this root cause is essential to reducing people's vul-
nerability to trafficking. We should focus on strategic areas 
such as education and reducing social inequalities. Imple-
mentation of the Sustainable Development Goals is an issue 
that we discussed in plenary as it is an essential way to com-
bat trafficking. 

One point was made clear during the conference - traffick-
ing in persons is a crime that cannot be eradicated by any 
single government, institution or organization. Traffickers 
are organized and coordinated in their systematic abuse of 
the most vulnerable people in the world. It is high time that 
governments, civil society and churches, of whatever type 
and at whatever level, are united to put their forces and 
energies together to combat trafficking with one voice. "  ⌘  

International Conference on Trafficking - Sr. Yvonne Clémence Bambara, Community of Burkina Faso  
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Editor’s Note:   “Embrace the World” can be published, thanks to each of your con-

tributions with articles, stories and other news concerning justice peace issues in 

the world-wide Good Shepherd Congregation. We continue to count on you for the 

next editions of the  journal. Share with us your activities, news and events in your 

Units and countries. Thanks to all who were helping with translations and proof 

reading and especially to those who sent articles for this edition of February 2017. 

 Working to end poverty, human trafficking &  

gender-based violence 

Advocating with women & girls,  

migrants & refugees 

Recognizing our interconnectedness with the whole of 

creation, we seek to realize the rights of all and 

achieve gender equality 

The 2016 meeting of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) took place in New York from 11-20 
July 2016. The HLPF is the central platform for the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
the Sustainable Development Goals. The meeting focused on the theme of “Ensuring that no one is left behind.” The session 
included voluntary reviews of 22 countries (China, Colombia, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Madagascar, 
Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Norway, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Sierra Leone, Switzerland, Togo, Turkey, 
Uganda and Venezuela) and thematic reviews of progress on the SDGs, including cross-cutting issues, supported by reviews 
by the ECOSOC functional commissions and other inter-governmental bodies and forums.  
Civil society was active throughout – making statements and asking questions where possible.  Of note are the reports 
from Together 2030 (Good Shepherd groups from some countries contributed to this report), and the Grassroots 
Subcommittee of the NGO Committee on Social Development.  The Grassroots Report was also highlighted in a Global Sisters 
Report article about the role of Catholic sisters at the HLPF. Many voices from civil society called for the HLPF to become a 
much more ambitious, accountable and dynamic forum for genuine and honest conversation between and among member 
states, civil society and other stakeholders about progress made, challenges ahead and ways to overcome them. ⌘  

@GSIJP  buonpastoreint.org/jp   facebook.com/GSIJP 
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Journal edited and prepared by 

Cecilie Kern: gsijpoffice@gmail.com  

Original in English 

Translated into Spanish by Victor Carrasco 

Translated into French by:  Solange H-T 

Please distribute to all communities, programs, 
and Good Shepherd Friends in your Unit. 

Thank you 

Coming Soon at the United Nations 

 13-24 March - The 61st session of the Commission on the Status of Women. This year’s Priority Theme is “Women’s Eco-

nomic Empowerment in the Changing World of Work.” Read our statement to CSW61 here.  

 5-9 June - The Ocean Conference   ⌘ 

High Level Political Forum Reviews Early SDG Implementation  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://www.together2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Report-Together-2030-Perception-Survey-April-2016.pdf
https://ngosocialdevelopment.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/grassroots-final-report-2016-online.pdf
https://ngosocialdevelopment.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/grassroots-final-report-2016-online.pdf
http://globalsistersreport.org/news/equality/sisters-urge-un-remember-grassroots-work-pursuing-development-goals-41296
http://globalsistersreport.org/news/equality/sisters-urge-un-remember-grassroots-work-pursuing-development-goals-41296
https://twitter.com/gsijp
http://www.buonpastoreint.org/jp
https://www.facebook.com/gsijp
mailto:gsijpoffice@gmail.com
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2017/NGO/13

