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Protection of Women’s Human Rights 

I recently saw the film “Anna Göldi”. Her story touched me so much and reminds me of the 

situation of women in the world today suffering from discrimination and violence. 

Anna Göldi, born in Switzerland 1734, found work as a maid with Jacob Tschudi, a physician 

and magistrate who was a rising political figure. She was tall with dark hair, brown eyes and a 

rosy complexion. It is alleged that Tschudi had an affair with Anna and he stood to loose 

everything if it became known.  All went well to begin with, until one morning one of the 

Tschudi children found a needle in her milk.   Two days later needles appeared in the bread as 

well and suspicion fell upon Anna. Despite her plea of innocence, she was fired by the Tschudi 

family, legally convicted of witchcraft, tortured and executed (beheaded) in 1782 - at the height 

of Europe’s so-called Age of Enlightenment.  

              Anna Göldi  (By Imogen Foulkes  BBC News, Switzerland)  

Have a look at the CEDAW reports reports of the 43
rd

 session to be held in Geneva between 

January 19
th

 to February  6
th

 2009.  Two countries have Good Shepherd presence – Germany and 

Guatemala.   

See http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/cedaws43.htm  to read the full Government 

reports and the shadow reports. 

Extract from the German Government’s report 

German government reports on a study of women’s experience of violence.  A total of 10,000 

women between the ages of 16 and 85 years of age were extensively interviewed and the 

following points noted: 

 

 

Last year - more then 200 years later - Anna Göldi’s life 

was commemorated by the Government of Glarus, 

Switzerland on 27 August 2008.  On this day, the 

government of Switzerland declared Anna Göldi’s 

execution as judicial murder and exonerated her. Anna 

Göldi was a woman like thousands of today’s women living 

in situations of manipulation, discrimination, violence, and 

miscarriages of justice.  



Violence towards women was mainly committed by men, most of these men were partners and 

the violence took place in a domestic setting. Some 40 per cent had experienced physical or 

sexual violence or both.    A total of 42 per cent had experienced some form of psychological 

violence 

A micro- analysis conducted to determine the types of violence showed that Turkish women who 

live in Germany, in particular, experienced more physical violence (49%), while Eastern 

European women also living in Germany indicated more sexual violence (44%). It also became 

obvious that female Turkish migrants were not only more often affected by physical violence, 

but also by more serious forms and manifestations of physical violence    

Extract of Guatemala Government’s reports concerning women domestic workers 

Domestic work in private homes is often performed by women, young and adolescent girls.  This 

is more prevalent in the city than in the countryside, with girls migrating from rural areas to 

urban settings in the search of employment opportunities. The majority of these workers are 

indigenous and come mainly from western parts of the country. These girls are sent to the city by 

their relatives as a survival strategy.  The girls may come from large families living in poverty 

without any opportunities for work in their communities.  Another explanation is that the girls 

have been abandoned or orphaned by their primary caregiver(s) and left to live on their own or 

with extended family with whom they may not have a close relationship. The situation of poverty 

and the breakdown of the family unit pushes girls to migrate to urban centers in search of work 

that seems to guarantee a monthly wage, housing and food.  

Once they arrive to start their new job, the girls face a different reality.  Wages earned by woman 

and girls domestic worker is lower than the minimum wage.  There is little or no employment 

benefits, social security or medical care.   Workers may be dismissed without notice and without 

being paid for hours worked.  Working conditions in general are high risk as domestic employees 

work behind closed doors and are subject to human rights violations, physical and psychological 

mistreatment, sexual harassment and abuse on the part of their employers. 

As you read these experiences of women–Anna Göldi 200 years ago and women in Germany and 

Guatemala today what feeling arise in you?  Take time to be notice and become aware of these 

feeling.  

Take these feeling to prayer-Look at Hagar in Genesis 21,17: God heard the boy’s cry, and 

God’s messenger called to Hagar from heaven: “What is the matter, Hagar?...” Then God opened 

her eyes, and she saw a well of water. 

Try to hear God’s voice asking you: “What is the matter, …?” What action can you take? 
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