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Global Action in Solidarity for Peace and Nonviolence 

 

Beginning on January 30
th

 and culminating on April 4
th

, the world will be 

commemorating the12th annual Gandhi/King/Chavez:  Season for Nonviolence.  The 

inaugural Season began in 1997 with the 50
th

 and the 30
th

 memorial anniversaries for 

Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Gandhi and Dr. King and now also 

recognized nonviolent organizer, Cesar Chavez courageously dedicated their lives to 

changing the ties that bound men, women and children into hopelessness and disbelief 

that equality in all facets of life is possible.   

 

The commitment to nonviolence and peaceful resolution grows outward from a personal 

sense of spirituality to understanding and taking action in challenging the harm that all 

forms of violence has on oneself and others while refusing to accept violence as a part of 

life.   “The first principle of nonviolent action is that of non-cooperation with everything 

humiliating” (Cesar Chavez http://www.seasonfornonviolence.net/).  The movement 

doesn’t just stop there.  While it builds upon the shared belief of loving and respecting 

each person’s humanness as an active approach in rejecting violence and oppression, the 

nonviolence movement strives for greater sociopolitical change.  Gandhi’s commitment 

to nonviolence led to India’s decolonization and freedom from Great Britain.  The 

nonviolent action and civil disobedience led by Dr. King Jr. jumpstarted the 

transformation in the United States by ultimately bringing about civil rights legislation.  

Cesar Chavez organized migrant farm workers in the United States in nonviolently 

advocating for fair farm worker labor laws.  His sustained efforts as the co-founder of the 

United Farm Workers led to changes to the US federal immigration law in 1986. 

 

     
 

Gandhi:  http://everydaysaholiday.org/2008/01/30/ 

Dr. King Jr.:   www.aquarianonline.com/Values/SNV.html 

Chavez:  http://www.imahero.com/photos/cesarchavez_main.html 

 

 



  

The United Nations named 2000 the International Year for the Culture of Peace’s and 

2000-2010 the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the 

Children of the World.   The UN called attention to the attitudes and behaviors required 

to live one’s life free of violence through the promotion of peace and nonviolence 

reconciliation.  In the “Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace” (UN 

General Assembly Resolution 53/2430) highlighted the main principles to live free of 

violence while promoting peace on all levels.   

 

The 8 principles are: 

 

• foster a culture of peace through education 

• promote sustainable economic and social development  

• promote respect for all human rights 

• ensure equality between men and women 

• foster democratic participation 

• advance understanding  tolerance and solidarity 

• support participatory communication and the free flow of information and 

knowledge 

• promote international peace and security 

 

We are united in our Good Shepherd family to live in solidarity in bringing about much 

needed change in our world.  We are motivated through our commitment and dedication 

to the lives of women, children and families we are ministering to each day.  We are 

compelled to love and commit ourselves to the human dignity and worth by promoting 

human rights of those around us and in particular of people living on the margins.  We do 

this by denouncing violence such as persecution and hatred as acceptable forms of 

reconciliation and promoting peaceful measures to conflict resolution.   

 

In celebrating this season of nonviolence, how are you as an individual and as part of a 

community of Good Shepherd calling attention to injustices and inequalities? 

 

How do you feel motivated and driven by the love for each person in taking action 

towards transforming unjust systems and structures locally, nationally, regionally and 

internationally? 

 

Here are some ways to promote peace and extend ourselves to live nonviolently and act 

for greater societal change! 

 

• Hold a vision of plenty for all the world’s hungry and be open to ways that as to 

how I can help alleviate some of that hunger 

• Silently acknowledge all the leaders in the world 

• Send an email to your Justice Peace Contact and share successes in your ministry 

of how you and Good Shepherd people overcame challenges 

• Hold a vigil for peace to end wars and conflicts in our world 

 



  

The GSIJP Office walks with each of you in solidarity and as the Congregation of Good 

Shepherd we are united through prayerful action and reconciliation.   

 

 

 


