
                                   GS Justice Peace Solidarity for Mission Prayer 
                                                                                                        April 2009 
                                                    Prepared monthly by the Good Shepherd International Justice Peace Office 
                                                                              This month’s prayer has been prepared by Winifred Doherty 

 

During the first two weeks of March the Commission on the Status on Women held its 53rd annual meeting at         

the UN Headquarters in New York.  The theme was ‘The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and    

men, including care-giving in the context of HIV/AIDS’.  Much preparation was done prior to the meeting.      

Intense discussions and negotiations by member states produced the agreed conclusions.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                    

                    Reflection  

             Scripture references Daniel Ch. 13,  John Ch 8,   Psalm 51 

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Holy Week and Easter approaching I find myself asking who is suffering passion and death 

today and where do we find the resurrection.   Reflecting on my experiences of March it is 

undoubtedly women and girls who are suffering passion and death – women and girls who are 

trafficked, prostituted, sexually abused, raped, exploited as maids, domestic workers, in sweat   

shops, women and girls who are economically poor, migrants, victims of war, victims of domestic 

violence – the list is endless.  Where is resurrection?  Well for me it can be glimpsed in the Agreed 

Conclusion where there is a call for ‘...zero tolerance for violence against women and girls.’  

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw53/AC%20adopted%2013%20March%20advance%2

0unedited%20version.pdf     (Presently only in English – it will be in French and Spanish later in the 

year.) 

 ‘...gender equality and empowerment of women’ is mentioned 11 times in the 

document  Member states are asked to ‘acknowledge the need to address 

violence against women holistically...’  The document is filled with such 

statements.  I invite you to use this document for prayer – thanking God that 

such a document has been produced, praying and lobbying for a strong 

political will to implement the words at national and local level where you live, 

asking mercy on the perpetrators of violence against women and above all 

being in compassionate solidarity with suffering women and girls globally while 

seeking ways to address the systemic causes of this violence – patriarchy, 

power, control, dominance, cultural traditions, religious traditions ... 

See humanity awakening to new ways                                                  

of interacting with one another,                    

of fears being transformed                          

into loving relationships 

All manner of exploitation supplanted        

by creative living in one hope                        

for our wounded world.                                

The flame is lit. Sparks abound,           

entering hearts prepared to spread            

the fire of Love. 

Deep yearnings for simplicity, beauty, 

and more harmonious living                               

have been heard.                                                    

Those who answer the Call will know joy       

and be wondrously blessed                            

as the Dream for Earth becomes                           

a reality. 

Heightened awareness becomes mutual                                             

blessing for you, the nations,                         

and all the world. 

(Lumen Christi...Holy Wisdom                                   

Journey to Awakening    Nan C Merrill 2002      

Page 131) 

(Lumen Christi...Holy Wisdom                                   

Journey to Awakening    Nan C Merrill 2002  

Page 149 & 151 

 

In a world filled with suffering, needed are 

compassionate listeners,                                      

healing presences, creators of beauty,                                   

and active workers for justice. 

..... 

O, Compassionate One, You who 

understand 

The secrets of the heart, 

You who call us by name and love us, 

Hear the silent cries of our souls.             

As the New Dawn arises unbelievable                                     

are the changes and challenges                    

to come:       ...                                                 

True values of sharing, beauty, justice,    

unity, spiritual understanding,                               

integrity and love shine                          

through the underbrush                                  

of old compost                                            

Gold in the Service of love.                      

Acknowledgement: Painting      

http://www.modernartimages.com/galleryofabstract.htm 

"Repentance" and "Invasion of glory"  by Chidi Okoye 

 


