
Winifred Doherty was invited to 
speak at an awareness raising event 
on  trafficking in persons. It was held 
in the parish of Saint Francis Xavier 
in Manhattan, New York.  This event 
was part of the justice and peace 
ministry at the parish.    
 

Winifred explained the concept of 
human trafficking and its different 
forms, outlining the signs that might 

indicate that a person has been traf-
ficked, and spoke about the work that 
is being done by Good Shepherd as 
part of the NGO Committee to Stop 
Trafficking in Persons.  The presenta-
tion captivated the interest of the 70 
participants and this was reflected 
through the innumerable questions 
that followed.  
 

Winifred also spoke of the latest anti-
trafficking campaign which is called 
UNGift Box USA. This was launched 
on the occasion of the celebration of 
American football - Super Bowl. It is 
suspected that there is an increase in 
the numbers of women and children 
trafficked for the purpose of sexual 
exploitation during such games.  The 
GSIJPO and Good Shepherd New 
York are involved in this campaign. 
To read more about the GIFT Box 
campaign go to the following link:  
http://ungiftbox.org  

Winifred ended her talk by re-
calling the importance of the im-
plementation of the Social Protec-
tion Floor to ensure that everyone 
has access to education,  
healthcare, food and to a mini-
mum living wage. The assurance 
of these rights is an important 
step towards the prevention of 
people living in poverty remaining 
vulnerable to the tricks of the traf-
fickers.⌘  

GSIJPO committed to create awareness on Human Trafficking  
 By Yolanda Sanchez,, GSIJPO 

The Commission for Social Development (CSocD) has 
been in existence from the very inception of the United 
Nations, advising the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) and Governments on a wide range of social 
policy issues and on the social perspective of develop-
ment. 
The Fifty-Second Session of the Commission for Social 
Development (CSocD52) will take place from 11 - 21 
February 2014 at United Nations Headquarters in New 
York. 
The priority theme is "Promoting empowerment of peo-
ple in achieving poverty eradication, social integration 
and full employment and decent work for all".  This year 

will be devoted to the policy segment of the cycle. 
GSIJPO will be attending this commission.  The GS 
Statement submitted by Winifred Doherty presents an 
example of good practice in empowerment taken from 
the project of the Good Shepherd Sisters in Kolwezi, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.  
 

To read the full GS Statement and other information about the 
52nd Session of the Commission go to the following links:  

http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=E/

CN.5/2014/NGO/32  

 

Commission for Social Development (CSocD) ⌘ 

The 52nd Session of the Commission for Social Development (CSocD) is coming soon 

Source: UN website, edited by Yolanda Sanchez, GSIJPO 
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Santa Cruz/Bolivia- “To Sample a Button” this is 
the name of the contest launched by the Fund of 
Connection and the Swiss Embassy in Bolivia. The 
Levantate Mujer Foundation was invited to partici-
pate along with other organizations such as Universi-
ties, Municipalities and other Non-Governmental Or-
ganizations. The requirement for the contest was to 
present a successful experience for the incorporation 
of women into the Bolivian economy. 

The Levantate Mujer Foundation presented their eco-
nomic justice program which aims to strengthen the 
dignity of women through the creation of economic 
initiatives which build their capacity to increase their 
income. The Foundation, as a result of this work, was 

selected as one of the best programs and in December 
received a prize of equipment which will further the work 
of the production units. This achievement is the result of 
the commitment of the teams but also the valiant women 
participants who are engaged in the program.  ⌘  

Recognition of Sartasim Warmi by the National Hu-
man Rights Council.  

Within the framework of the 
Celebration of Human Rights 
Day and the 65th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the National 

Council of Human Rights and the Ministry of Justice in 
Bolivia gave recognition to Sartasim Warmi, a Regional 
Office of the Levantate Mujer Foundation along with six 
other organizations, working for the promotion and de-
fense of the human rights of women, children and adoles-
cents through programs aimed at the eradication of vio-
lence.  

This commemorative event was held on 10th December 
in the Auditorium of the Central Bank of Bolivia, in the 
city of La Paz. Receiving this recognition motivates us to 
continue working with greater commitment for the de-
fense of the Human Rights especially those of women 
and children. ⌘  

Recognizing the Mission of the Good Shepherd on behalf of women in Bolivia  
By Heidy Hochstätter García, Manager of Levantate Mujer Foundation 

Visit ‘My World’ at http://www.myworld2015.org the 
United Nation’s Global survey for a better world.   

Over one million people have voted. Have you?  There are 
16 options from which to choose 6.  A box is provided at 
the bottom inviting you to   identify your  priority.   

Members of the Working Group on Girls are advocating 
that you add girls’ rights.  An issue that is of great concern 
is inequality.  This usually refers to the growing inequality 
that is happening when 20% of the population owns 80% 
of the wealth.   In the visual  we see that people desire a 
more equitable society and world and this includes gender 
equality.  The need for health services also looms large to-
gether with emphasis on women’s rights and youth.  There 
is growing awareness of production and consumption pat-
terns and the need to make informed choices. By so doing 
we are acting for a sustainable world, ending trafficked  
slave labour, ensuring fair wages and creating solidarity.  

This is something we can all do.   ⌘    

Have you cast your vote for the world you want?  It’s not late yet! 
By Winifred Doherty, GSIJPO 
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The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is a 
functional commission of the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC). It is the principal global 
policy-making body dedicated exclusively to gender 
equality and the advancement of women. Every year, 
representatives of Member States gather at United Na-
tions Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress on 
gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards 
and formulate concrete policies to promote gender 
equality and women's empowerment worldwide. 
 

The fifty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status 
of Women will take place at United Nations Headquar-
ters in New York from 10 to 21 March 2014. 
The priority theme for this year is: “Challenges and 
achievements in the implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals for women and girls” 
 

And the review theme will be: Access and participation 
of women and girls to education, training, science and 
technology, including for the promotion of women’s 
equal access to full employment and decent work (agreed 
conclusions from the fifty-fifth session) 
GSIJPO will be attending this session and Winifred 
Doherty submitted a written statement. “The current 

situation of inequalities, including gender inequality, 
violence against women and girls, discrimination and 
unsustainable models of development, must be chal-
lenged and addressed. Globalization has facilitated the 
concentration of power in the hands of transnational 
companies and elite vested interests. Transformation 
demands a shift towards just and sustainable societies 
and livelihoods, the upholding of human rights and 
dignity and gender equality, and away from the con-
centration of money and power in the hands of a 
few”. (Excerpt of the Statement)  
 

You can read the full statement on this link: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?
symbol=E/CN.6/2014/NGO/27 (Available in 6 lan-
guages) 
 

Read more about CSW in the following links: 
Commission on the Status of Women   
 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw58-
2014/official-documents   ⌘  
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The Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors of which Winifred is a 
member met in Berlin in late November 2013.  The group wants ever 
growing networks promoting implementation of national floors of social 
protection and calls for monitoring of implementation.   This is a very 
real and concrete way to address current inequalities.  A position paper 

has been prepared by the Global Coalition and ‘Good Shepherd’ is endorsing this paper calling for a goal of social 
protection in the new development agenda.  “The Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors holds that the so-
cial protection floor concept -defined in the ILO Recommendation No. 202- must comprise the core social objec-
tive of the post-2015 global development agenda.” Follow us on Facebook and keep updated:  
https://www.facebook.com/socialprotectionfloors  
  

“Most fundamentally, social protection floors can advance the right for all people to participate in the well-being 
and welfare of a society, to seize opportunity, and to contribute to the development of their society.  The underly-
ing concept of social protection floors invalidates any criticism levelled that it is founded on a principle of charity 
and encourages dependency. Persons excluded from a society cannot contribute to that society.  Inclusion in soci-
ety is the only means to the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.” Quote from the posi-
tion paper.   

Have you signed the petition in support of the campaign? Go to: http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/
signature-campaign-social-protection-floor.html  This started over two years ago.  Soon the position paper will be 
available in three languages and will be posted on the web site. Find out more about your national situation. Just 
last month Indonesia rolled out health care for all. In 2012/13 Indonesia undertook a national study supported by 
the International Labor Organization on social protection floors. Is your country considering it? ⌘  

SOCIAL PROTECTION FLOOR By Winifred Doherty, GSIJPO 

Source: UN Women website,  edited by Yolanda Sanchez 
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During the 68th session of 
the United Nations General 
Assembly, the President, 
H.E. Dr. John W. Ashe and 
his team will work to pro-
mote greater engagement 
with Member States and all 
relevant stakeholders as we 
set the stage for defining the 

Post-2015 Development Agenda. 
In this regard, Member States and other stakeholders 
will be encouraged to reflect on new and emerging de-
velopment challenges and their implications for the two 
major objectives of the Post-2015 Development Agen-
da — overcoming poverty and insecurity, and ensuring 
sustainable development. Toward this end, the Office 
of the President of the General Assembly is committed 
to promoting dialogue and increasing engagement on 
the principles of the Millennium Declaration, with the 

purpose of reaffirming and re-energizing our commit-
ments through to 2015 and beyond. 
With a view to promoting a world of increased oppor-
tunity for all peoples, a world of equity, freedom, dignity 
and peace, the Post-2015 Development Agenda will 
represent a significant evolution in the thinking of the 
international community. This new Agenda will under-
score the interdependence of all the countries that com-
prise our planetary community, regardless of develop-
ment levels. The Office of the President of the General 
Assembly believes that the time has come for the Gen-
eral Assembly — the supreme, deliberative organ of the 
United Nations — to exercise its collective responsibil-
ity and begin, as a matter of urgency, the process of 
conceptualizing one shared vision of a sustainable fu-
ture for all peoples beyond the year 2015. 
To read more go to the following link: 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/
settingthestage/   ⌘  

The Post-2015 Development Agenda: Setting the Stage!  Source: UN website, edited by Yolanda S.  
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Application starts for Civil Society Programme at Global Forum on Migration  
and Development 2014 Source: GSMD website, edited by Yolanda S.  

"Let us make migration work for the benefit of migrants and countries alike. We owe this to the 
millions of migrants who, through their courage, vitality and dreams, help make our societies 
more prosperous, resilient and diverse." (M. Ban Ki Moon, International Migrant Day, 2013) 

 

“GS’s first response to migrants and refugees is to welcome them as one would welcome the Divine 
among us. We honor the culture and heritage they bring, help them in resettlement or regularization, 

and celebrate the positive contributions migrants make to the economic, social and cultural lives of a new 
lo- cality.” Excerpt of the GS Position Papers, GSIJPO, 2011, Page 8    

 

The application is now open for civil society representatives to participate in the Civil Society programme of this 
year's Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD), in Stockholm, Sweden on 12 - 14 May 2014. 
 

If you would like to participate, please fill in the application form at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
GFMD2014application  The deadline for applications is 19 February!     
 

As the first major event after the 2013 United Nations High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Devel-
opment (HLD), the GFMD will once again bring together more than 200 migrant and civil society leaders from 
all over the world. At the HLD, global civil society was struck by the enormous convergence among many gov-
ernments, international organizations, and civil society groups around a set of key priorities that must urgently be 
addressed – including ensuring migration and migrants’ rightful place on the post-2015 agenda, protecting mi-
grants in crisis and transit, reforming the migrant worker recruitment industry, and more. Civil society worldwide 
can seize the 2014 GFMD as the first global opportunity to capitalize on this convergence, drive forward civil so-
ciety’s 5-year 8-point Action Plan, and urge governments to commit to further dialogue, practical cooperation and 
change. 
 

While the starting point of the agenda is the 5-year 8-point Action Plan, more details on the specific programme 
will follow soon. We are also asking for your advice: application form for the participation in the GFMD civil so-
ciety programme 2014 includes a Consultation survey asking for your priorities and ideas for the Civil Society pro-
gramme of this year’s GFMD, which we encourage you to complete and return. 
For more information check the GFMD website: http://gfmdcivilsociety.org ⌘ 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/settingthestage/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/settingthestage/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GFMD2014application
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GFMD2014application
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GFMD2014application
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GFMD2014application
http://gfmdcivilsociety.org/second-un-high-level-dialogue-results-in-convergence/
http://gfmdcivilsociety.org/second-un-high-level-dialogue-results-in-convergence/
http://gfmdcivilsociety.org/second-un-high-level-dialogue-results-in-convergence/
http://gfmdcivilsociety.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=233fa9a0ed4257ad77ac77d14&id=9e8fcc2d9e&e=151e7e45d8
http://gfmdcivilsociety.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=233fa9a0ed4257ad77ac77d14&id=47bc9d06b3&e=151e7e45d8
http://gfmdcivilsociety.org


United Nations Observances and its importance for the Good Shepherd 
United Nations observances contribute to the achievement of the purposes of the UN Charter and promote awareness of 
and action on important political, social, cultural, humanitarian or human rights issues.  
International days or day’s world? The Member States are those who propose the international days. In the case of the 
world days, they are specialized institutions of the United Nations. 
 

And for us Good Shepherd which would be the interest of celebrating the United Nations Observances ?  
As Good Shepherd, it is an opportunity to create awareness around our priority themes and above all in the pursuit of the 
realization of the human rights for all and most especially for Women and children. 

 

SEE THE FULL LIST AND MONTH BY MONTH HERE: INTERNATIONAL DAYS 
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CHILDREN 

June 12 World Day Against Child Labour 

October 11 Day of the Girl Child  -  11 Days 

November 20 Universal Children’s Day 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE February 20 World Day of Social Justice 

October 16 World Food Day 

October 17 International Day for the Eradication  of  Poverty 

  
  
WOMEN 
  

February 6 International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital 
Mutilation 

March 8 
  

International Women's Day 

October 15 
  

International Day of Rural Women 

November 25 International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women  -   16 Days Campaign 

  
  
ECOLOGY/ENVIRONMENT 

March 22 World Water Day 

April 22 International Mother  Earth Day 

June 5 World Environment Day 

June 8 World Oceans Day 

  
MIGRANTS/REFUGEES 

June 20 World Refugee Day 

December 18 International Migrants Day 

  
  
  
  
  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND OTHERS 

May 15 International Day of Families 

August 12 International Youth Day 

August 9 International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples 

August 19 World Humanitarian Day 

September 15 International Day of Democracy 

September 21 International Day of Peace 

October 2nd International Day of non-violence 

November 16 International Day for Tolerance 

November 19 World Toilet Day 

December 1 World AIDS Day 

December 2 International Day for the Abolition of Slavery 

December 10 Human Rights Day 

http://www.un.org/en/events/observances/days.shtml#jan
http://www.un.org/en/events/childlabourday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/girlchild/
http://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/socialjusticeday/
http://www.fao.org/home/en/
http://www.un.org/en/events/povertyday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/femalegenitalmutilationday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/femalegenitalmutilationday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/womensday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/ruralwomenday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu
http://www.un.org/en/events/waterday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/motherearthday/
http://www.unep.org/wed/
http://www.un.org/en/events/oceansday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/migrantsday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/familyday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/youthday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanitarianday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/democracyday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/nonviolenceday/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/toiletday/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/aidsday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryabolitionday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/


Editor’s Note:  
“Embrace the World” can be published, thanks to each of your contributions with articles, stories 

and other news concerning justice peace issues in the world-wide Good Shepherd Congregation. We 
continue to count on you for the next editions of the  journal. Share with us your activities, news 

and events in your Units and countries. I take the opportunity to say thanks to all who were helping 
with translations and proof reading and especially to those who sent articles for this edition of Feb-

ruary 2014. 

Journal notes edited and prepared by 

Yolanda Sanchez: yolasanco@gmail.com  

Original in English: 

Translated into Spanish by Victor Carrasco and Yolanda S. 

Translated into French by: Yolanda Sanchez and Sr. Marie 
Helene Halligon (France) 

Please distribute to all communities, programs, and 
Good Shepherd Partners in your Unit. 

Thank you 

 
“We commit ourselves to work zealously 

with women and children, especially those 
who are trafficked, forced to migrate or op-

pressed by abject poverty”  

From February 3 – 7, 2014 the Member States at the UN are completing 8 
weeks of work  exploring a series of issues that are considered essential for 
any new development agenda.  The last topics that are being discussed are a) 
seas and oceans, forests, biodiversity;   b) promoting equality, including 
social equity, gender equality and women’s empowerment and c) conflict 
prevention, post-conflict peace building and the promotion of durable 
peace, rule of law and governance. Under the gender equality item Julia, a 17 
year high school student in the Bronx is presenting a one minute statement 
asking for a standalone  goal for girls and that attention to girls be 
streamlined throughout the whole of the new development agenda so as to 

ensure sustainable development.  Julia is doing this on behalf of all girls throughout the world.  Earlier in the 
process I addressed poverty eradication and asked for the implementation of national designed floors for social 
protection.   A report will be presented at the end of this phase.  Watch for notice of its release and find out what 
goals are being proposed.  From this report the hard negotiation will take place when all member states will 
negotiate the new development agenda to be presented to the General Assembly in September 2015 for adoption 
and implementation.   If you want to know more visit http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?
menu=1680   More than 26 areas have been addressed.   
NGO’s contribute to the discussion through 9 major groups:  Business and Industry, Children and Youth, 
Farmers, Indigenous Peoples, Local Authorities,  NGO’s, Scientific and Technological Community, Women and 
Workers and Trade Unions.  Winifred is a member of the Women Major Group and the NGO Group.  http://
sustainabledevelopment.un.org/majorgroups.html  The women’s group have done a tremendous amount of 
research and paper writing using every expertise to bring forward this new agenda from the women’s perspective.  
They have many papers covering multiple topics.  See their website if you want to learn more  http://
www.womenrio20.org/policy_statements.php?PHPSESSID=4b4e64509ed1bf226feb68a29055ccb1 Statements 
are available in 3 languages. The one on gender equality has a good paragraph on girls. ⌘  

Visit the regularly updated Good Shepherd JP website for news, events, JP training 

resources, and so on. Go to:  http://www.buonpastoreint.org/jp-en  
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BRINGING  FORWARD A NEW AGENDA FROM THE WOMEN’S PERSPECTIVE By Winifred Doherty, GSIJPO 
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