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Good Shepherd Position on Economic Justice 
                       

 

GS Direction, stated at the 29
th

 Congregational Chapter, July 2009, excerpt: 

We commit ourselves... to respond to the anguish of the world calling us to the 

margins… by taking courageous steps to use our international resources 

effectively, to network and to… Work zealously with women and children, 

especially those… oppressed by abject poverty. We support projects for economic justice, 

confront unjust systems and take a “corporate stance” when appropriate. 

 

 

GS position on Economic Justice 

The Jubilee Year 2000 followed decades of global neoliberal economic 

expansion and the concurrent result of an increase of peoples and 

communities trapped in extreme poverty. Jubilee announced a new 

millennium with a call for the restoration of justice, for reconciliation 

among all humanity, for cancellation of all debts, in particular the unjust 

national debts imposed by wealthy nations on nations unable to bear debt 

burdens.  However, our economic systems and structures have largely denied this call and the 1
st
 

decade of this new era has begun with a massive global financial crisis which has reduced millions to 

inextricable poverty; the gap between rich and poor continues to grow. The disparity between the 

accumulation of extreme wealth and the inescapability of extreme poverty threatens the dignity of 

human beings and tends to be repeated in disastrous cycles.  Extreme amassment of wealth and 

refusal to share resources and material goods are both cause and effect of many social and spiritual 

ills. The effects of poverty on people are insidious: those in conditions of poverty suffer social 

exclusion together with malnutrition, ill health, unemployment, illiteracy, homelessness, and 

constant anxiety for the future of their children. Such degradation is a violation of Human Rights, as 

attested by articles 22, 23, 25 & 26 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Women and 

children are the ones who bear the heaviest burdens of poverty. They are subject to the desperate 

victimization of phenomena such as trafficking and the prostitution of women and girls.  

GS has a vision that all persons, with special awareness of women and girls, ought to share in the 

economic, social and spiritual benefits of our global wealth; that food, water, sanitation, shelter, 

health, education, and social supports be attainable for all. This commitment is based on Judaic-

Christian Scripture, Catholic Social Teaching, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the 

ethical code of the “Golden Rule.” GS stands with all those persons of good will who seek to 

eradicate poverty and support economic justice. We perceive this as a call to personal and communal 

conversion, aware of our own wealth and privileges. We also understand that there is a prophetic call 

to stand against the systems and structures of economic injustice.  

GS’s first response to economic justice is to express solidarity with those who are consigned to live 

in conditions of extreme poverty. Second, we listen to the experiences of these persons, accompany 

them, develop holistic programs to serve their needs, and support the contributions they make toward 

alternate policies. Third, we work to increase our capacity to understand the dynamics of global 

economic exclusion so as to advocate effectively for economic improvement and social 

transformation. 
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GS is committed to expand programs and initiatives that bring practical relief from poverty, generate 

income for women, and support grassroots actions that empower communities and individuals. GS 

continues to develop skills training, personal growth projects, micro-enterprise projects, micro-credit 

schemes, local co-operatives, international marketing of goods, and a variety of such projects as a 

means to join with women and their families who struggle, within the global economic structures, to 

find a way out of poverty. GS projects offer many forms of social support and personal 

empowerment opportunities.  Along with fulfilling the works of mercy by service to those in 

conditions of poverty, the eradication of poverty is also a moral and ethical responsibility of all. It is 

imperative to be active in effective advocacy and lobbying strategies to address poverty and to 

change dominant structures and systems that threaten future generations with the same 

vulnerabilities. 

 

 

In responding fully to our GS Congregational Direction on Economic Justice, it is critical to: 

 

-Develop sustainable strategies for economic development in local communities, in order  

to ensure that income generation is direct, practical, and effective for women and  

families.  This will include a diversity of models, responsive to local situations. 

 

-Engage in supporting literacy education, employment skills training, and business and  

  finance education for women. 

 

-Support principles of Fair Trade, as essential to ecological sustainability and inclusion.  

 

- Increase our own “consumer awareness” and link purchasing with production and labor 

rights. Evaluate our complicity with unjust structures. 

 

-  Create and/or Participate in networks and campaigns that call for Economic Justice and 

inclusion for all. 

 

- Use the provisions of Human Rights - the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and the Convention on 

the Rights of the Child - to increase public awareness of injustice. Advocacy and lobbying 

based in human rights will support fair trade, labor rights, rights of laborers, migrant’s rights, 

sustainable environment, and gender justice.  

 

 
                          For information or questions, contact: 

  

Clare Nolan, GSIJPO, Training Facilitator 

60 East 42
nd

 St Suite 1438 

New York, NY 10165 

Cnolan8345@aol.com  

 Phone: 1 212 599 2711 

                                                 SKYPE: clarenolan62 
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