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Good Shepherd Position on the Prostitution of Women and Girls 
        

GS Direction, stated at the 29
th

 Congregational Chapter, July  2009 (Excerpt) 

We commit ourselves... to respond to the anguish of the world calling us to 

the margins… by taking courageous steps to use our international resources 

effectively, to network and to… Work zealously with women and children, 

especially those who are trafficked… 

 

 

GS position in relation to the Prostitution of women and girls  

 

The prostitution of women and girls is a chronic form of gender 

violence that has been structurally embedded in societies over the 

centuries. Good Shepherd’s position echoes the UN 1949 

Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the 

Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others “that prostitution is 

incompatible with the dignity and worth of the human person, and 

endangers the welfare of the individual, the family and the 

community…”  Prostitution is, by its nature, exploitative and is 

never part of a global decent work agenda. 

 

The system of prostitution of women and girls is based in socio/cultural perceptions and attitudes 

about the relationships between men and women. It is rooted in economic systems, now structured in 

a globalized economy that has seen rapid growth of women in extreme poverty; it is supported by 

political structures and systems that devalue and exclude women and do not evaluate gender 

outcomes. (GS NGO statement to CSW of the UN, 2005) The root causes of prostitution are tied to poverty, 

patriarchy, male privilege, extreme wealth, racist attitudes, militarization, and the demand by men for 

women to be available for sexual purchase. The rapid expansion of trafficking as a global criminal 

industry has increased the demand for girls and women to be used as objects in prostitution.  Good 

Shepherd, committed to work to eradicate trafficking, seeks to analyze root causes and systemic links 

to the phenomena of trafficking.  

 

Good Shepherd’s first response is to express solidarity with those who are vulnerable to being the 

objects of prostitution. We seek to listen to the experiences of these persons, develop holistic 

programs to serve their needs, and accompany them in their personal journeys. We support women 

and girls in healing, self-sufficiency through employable skills, economic opportunities, personal 

growth opportunities, reconciliation with often estranged families, and we seek to be active in 

processes of social change.   

 

Good Shepherd, locally and internationally, seeks to increase effective advocacy for governmental 

and UN policies, programs, and legislation, based in human rights, that will end the prostitution of 

women by addressing gender discrimination, violence against women, and the dynamics of the 

demand for the prostitution of women. We urge governments to exhibit the political will to develop 

effective tools to educate and empower women and to ensure the substantive equality of women, as 

called for by the UN CEDAW.  Good Shepherd stands with all those persons of good will who 

condemn the prostitution of the human person and who work to eradicate discrimination against 

women. 
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In responding fully to our Good Shepherd Congregational Position on Prostitution, it is critical to: 

 

-Identify that the prostitution of women and girls is a form of gender violence, unmasking the 

lie that it can be dignified as a profession or an acceptable form of work.  

 

-Develop programs, with the participation of those who have been prostituted, that provide 

holistic social support and empowerment, skills training, and education about human rights. 

Working for economic empowerment is a foundational approach. 

 

-Call for the prosecution of those who purchase sexual acts from women and girls; condemn 

state sponsorship of this form of violence by rejecting the legalization of prostitution; and 

work for policies and practices that do not criminalize nor punish women and girls who are 

prostituted. 

 

-Contribute to policy formation through participation at regional and international 

conferences, articulating our position, participating in campaigns, and demonstrating 

leadership in calling for the exposition of prostitution as a form of gender violence.   

 

-Expand the capacity for service and advocacy through use of effective networks and 

initiatives, in cooperation with the NGO work of the GSIJPO.  

 -Support international Human Rights tools, including the UN 1949 Convention for the 

 Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others 

 and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially 

 Women and Children (Palermo Protocol) of the Convention against Transnational 

 Organized Crime. National reporting to UN CEDAW and the Convention on the Rights  of 

 the Child and its Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children is an effective way to  amplify 

 Good Shepherd voice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For information or questions, contact: 

  

Clare Nolan, GSIJPO, Training Facilitator 

60 East 42
nd

 St Suite 1438 

New York, NY 10165 

Cnolan8345@aol.com  

                                                                                                       Phone: 1 212 599 2711 

                                            SKYPE: clarenolan62 
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