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Good Shepherd Position on the Trafficking of Women and Girls 
         

GS Direction, stated at the 29
th

 Congregational Chapter, July 2009, excerpt: 

We commit ourselves... to respond to the anguish of the world calling us to the 

margins… by taking courageous steps to use our international resources 

effectively, to network and to… Work zealously with women and children, 

especially those who are trafficked… 

 

 

GS position on the phenomena of Human Trafficking, particularly of women and girls  

 

In the late 20
th

 Century and now well into the 21
st
 century, Human 

Trafficking comprises the fastest growing criminal industry in the world, 

based on the recruitment, harboring, and transportation of people solely for 

the purpose of exploitation. It is a debasement of the human person.  We 

understand trafficking as a grotesque injustice rooted in the dynamics of our 

global world and current global economy. Structures and systems which 

increase extreme poverty of the vulnerable, support patriarchal hierarchies, 

and give priority to economic profit above the value of the human person render untold women and 

children vulnerable to being trafficked for labor and for sexual exploitation. In concert with many 

forms of gender discrimination and global gender-based violence, the trafficking of women and girls 

is a violation of their dignity and human rights. It challenges GS’s determination to respond.   GS 

stands with all persons of good will who condemn this phenomena and work to eradicate it. 

 

GS’s first response is to express solidarity with those who have suffered victimization through this 

horrendous crime. Second, we listen to the experiences of such persons and develop holistic 

programs to serve their needs. Third, we increase our capacity to understand the dynamics of 

trafficking so as to support women and girls in healing as well as toward self-empowerment through 

social supports, personal growth opportunities, and employable skills leading to secure income.   

 

GS, locally, regionally, and internationally, seeks to increase effective advocacy and lobbying for 

implementation of Human Rights based legislation at national, regional and UN level. We support 

policies that will prevent and eradicate trafficking in women and girls by addressing gender 

discrimination, economic injustice, and violence against women. We raise our voice in favor of 

policies and programs, adequately funded, that ameliorate the chronic socio-economic, political and 

legal disadvantages of women and girls. We urge States to demonstrate the political will to develop 

effective tools to protect trafficking victims, prosecute traffickers, and censure the male demand for 

prostituted sex.  (UNDOC NGO statement, 2008) 

 

In all our work, GS seeks to address root causes, examining and unmasking the links between 

trafficking and polices related economic justice, violence against women, discrimination of the girl 

child, inadequate migration support, and the social acceptance of the prostitution of women and girls. 

We encourage participation and leadership in networks and/or campaigns that support an end to 

trafficking and promote full empowerment of women and girls. 
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In responding fully to our GS Congregational Direction about Trafficking, it is critical to: 

 

-Ensure anti-trafficking training in our formation, ongoing formation, and the professional 

development of ourselves, staff, and co-workers. We are committed to awareness of legal and 

social issues of trafficking (international and local) as well as of effective intervention and 

advocacy approaches.  

 

-Develop our service capacity to welcome those who have been trafficked into environments 

and programs that offer a breadth of needed services and genuine opportunities. 

 

- Encourage Prevention, including the promotion of economic justice, local income 

generation and the support of adequate migration policies. 

 

-Contribute to and lead in policy formation through participation at regional and international 

conferences, articulating our position, participating in campaigns, and demonstrating 

leadership.   

 

- Increase awareness of legal tools effective in anti-trafficking and speak in favor of effective 

local and international anti-trafficking legislation. 

 

-Expand our capacity through responsive program development, participation in local 

networks, activity in effective advocacy initiatives, and collaboration with the work of the 

GSIJPO.  

 

-Support the implementation of international Human Rights tools such as:  

-The 2010 United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons;   

-The 2000 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially 

Women and Children (Palermo Protocol) of the Convention against Transnational 

Organized Crime; and 

-The 1949 Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the 

Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others. 

- National reporting to CEDAW and the CRC (with Its Optional Protocol on the Sale 

of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography) is an effective way to amplify 

GS voice. 

 
For information or questions, contact: 

  

Clare Nolan, GSIJPO, Training Facilitator 

60 East 42
nd

 St Suite 1438 

New York, NY 10165 

Cnolan8345@aol.com  

                                             Phone: 1 212 599 2711 

                                        SKYPE: clarenolan62 
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