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East Asia Province 
The plans developed by East Asia Province at the Partnership Workshop held in Singapore 
in 2010 continue to bear fruit and grow Good Shepherd Partnership for Mission in a 
variety of ways.   
 
New Centre   - The mission expands to Cambodia 
The first Good Shepherd Centre in Sihanoukville, Cambodia was officially opened and 

blessed, bringing together sisters, mission partners, staff and project beneficiaries. It gives 

witness to the Good Shepherd charism, providing opportunities for education and 

training, counselling and accompaniment to the poorest in the community.  

Since the Good Shepherd mission began in Cambodia, lay mission partners have been 

pivotal to its success. 

 

Thai Mission Trip 

In October 2011 Thailand hosted a group of 13 mission partners (5 sisters, 8 lay partners) 

from Singapore-Malaysia. The experience was organized by Sr Elizabeth Lim 

 (Singapore-Malaysia Province) and enabled a connection across provinces, the 

opportunity to learn about each other’s ministries, to celebrate commonalities and 

differences, to share struggles and commitment found in Good Shepherd Partnership for 

mission. 

 

The visit was very 

unifying and 

participants encourage 

others to consider a 

similar sharing across 

provinces  in the 

future. 
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Nongkhai 30th Anniversary 

October 15th marked the arrival of Good Shepherd Sisters 30 years ago in the rural town of 

Nongkhai, Thailand – on the Thai border with Laos. Many people from across Thailand -  

sisters, staff, volunteers and the local community - gathered to celebrate the growth, life 

and beauty of the mission lived out in the 30 years. A powerpoint presentation provided a 

striking forum by which to highlight the importance of Good Shepherd Partnership : 

 “Alone the Sisters could not have carried out God’s mission to the poor – Good Shepherd 

Partners have made this possible.” 

 

 

Good Shepherd Orientation Day 

Following much hard work and planning, 195 people gathered when Nongkhai  held their 

Good Shepherd Orientation Day for all daily project participants from across 10 projects. 

Also invited, were the village committee who work with Good Shepherd and those 

involved in hospitality – the drivers, cook and gardeners. Meeting each other, hearing the 

Good Shepherd Story,  identifying Good Shepherd values expressed in their daily lives and 

sharing experiences created enthusiasm and a wider sense of belonging to something 

bigger than their individual ministries and communities. Sister Mary Hayden, 92, who is 

one of the Good Shepherd pioneers in Nongkhai, attended the morning sessions and 

spoke lovingly and inspirationally to the Gathering. 
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In the group were 16 

mission partners who 

have shared the mission 

for over 20 years and 

another 56 celebrating 

over 10 years 

commitment. What 

wonderful witness to 

Good Shepherd 

Partnership for mission. 

 

 
 
India/Nepal Province 
 
Province Leadership, Province Link person for Partnership and mission partners have 
worked together to develop and define organizational structures for Lay Partnership 
initiatives. 
 

 
 
Workshop organized by LIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jason Furtado has responsibility for the Good Shepherd Lay Partnership Commission  
which has the focus of structuring Partnership for mission in the province. State and 
national level meetings are planned as well as initiatives for formation in the Good 
Shepherd Story and development of resources such as video and booklets.  
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Jason is committed to finding 
new pathways to engage 
young people in Good 
Shepherd life and vision and 
has a number of projects up 
and running with this focus –  
these include students 
volunteering every Saturday 
for ‘service’ work at the St 
Martha’s hospital and 
engaging in other projects 
supporting disadvantaged 
children. 
 
 

 
Love In Action (LIA) has developed an interreligious group of counsellors, co-ordinators 
and supports from the community.  The LIA team meets regularly to plan activities and to 
develop a formation platform for mission partners. Good Shepherd Sisters, Sr Prameela 
and Sr Teresa act as spiritual advisors to the group. 
 
 

North East Asia Province -  Taiwan 
 
Taiwan Good Shepherd  have taken significant and courageous steps over the last twelve 
months. 
 
In June 2011 seven Taiwan Good Shepherd mission partners travelled to Melbourne, 
Australia to share and exchange ideas on developing Partnership for Mission.  This took 
the form of working together in workshops and visiting local Good Shepherd programmes 
to experience how staff are growing and embedding Good Shepherd Partnership and 
values in their organisations. They participated in the orientation session created for all 
new staff, Board Members etc. and took away resources to assist  
the development of their own orientation story. 
 
On returning to Taiwan, workshops were prepared to engage Good Shepherd staff and 
volunteers in orientation sessions and planning for Good Shepherd Mission into the 
future. 
 
In September 2011 two Workshops were held – one in Taipei and one in Kaohsiung. It was 
the first time that the enduring story of Good Shepherd  had been told  here. It was the 
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first time Taiwan Good Shepherd partners heard the complete story of the Congregation, 
Mary Euphrasia and their own Taiwan Good Shepherd history. This had a profound impact 
on the participants. 
 
Sr Noelene White and Gendrie Klein-Breteler  from Australia participated in the 
workshops and shared on some of the structures, tools and strategic planning which can 
support forward planning for partnership and mission.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants then worked in small groups to create ideas for giving Good Shepherd Taiwan 
a future. 
 
In October 2011 a third step involved Taiwan Good Shepherd inviting Province Leader of 
Australia/New Zealand Sr Pam Molony, and CEO of Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand 
Dr Rhonda Cumberland, to share the experiences of building partnership for mission in 
Australia/NZ with Taiwan Board Directors, key staff and benefactors. The focus this time 
was on Governance structure and the Professional, Financial, Canonical and Legal 
requirements to be considered in taking Mission into a future where Good Shepherd 
Sisters may not be present.  The process of developing a strategic plan for the whole of 
Mission was also shared. 
 
Since these meetings a Taiwan Good Shepherd  Mission Office has been established and 
many other plans are being worked on. 
 
 The commitment to engaging all levels of the  Good Shepherd Network in giving Good 
Shepherd new life and direction in Taiwan is inspirational and very much in the audacious 
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spirit of Mary Euphrasia. We look forward to hearing more as they put their plans into 
action. 
 
Philippines Province 
 
In November 2011 the Good Shepherd Partnership Team of the Philippine Province 
spearheaded a session entitled Spirituality of Partnership. 31 mission partners attended, 
representing 16 of the 26 local communities in the Philippines. The sessions, held in Baguio 
City, explored:  

 -Basic Elements of Contemporary Spirituality 

 -The Dance of Partnership 

 - Imaging the Future of the Mission 

The facilitator was Fr Fred Dulay MJ, and the province partnership team journeyed with 
the group.  The atmosphere during the three days was very inspiring and everyone felt a 
‘oneness’ in responding to the challenges of Good Shepherd Mission. 
 
A follow up session is planned for a Cluster Common Formation session. The focus will be 
on the topic: Imaging the Future of the Mission. The target participants for this session are 
sisters and mission partners from all over the country.  
 
The facilitators this time will be the Good Shepherd Partnership Team together with those 
who attended the first session.  This is a great model for increasing capacity and leadership 
skills within our own network. 

 

Singapore-Malaysia Province 
 
Singapore-Malaysia continue to create forums for developing leadership and deepening 
understanding of partnership for mission. Since our last newsletter the following 
Gatherings have taken place: 
 
1) Celebrating Good Shepherd Partnership held in Kuala Lumpur had 53 participants who worked 

together on plans for building partnership for mission and understanding the concept of “co-

responsibility for mission.” 
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2)  Good Shepherd Partnership Leadership Programme held over two days in August attracted 34 

mission partners engaged in leadership positions across ministries in the Province. Key Note 

Speaker  Sr Paulette LoMonaco, Executive Director, Good Shepherd Services New York,  shared her 

knowledge and experience on creating a mission driven culture and the challenges it can  

entail. In addition to the richness of learning from each other, the informal sharing of experiences 

and meals together bonded the participants in a common sense of mission and renewed their zeal 

and commitment.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sessions in 2012 will concentrate on bringing mission partners together to deepen their 
spirituality and understanding of the life of St Mary Euphrasia and the Good Shepherd 
Mission. In June the annual Good Shepherd Partnership Gathering will be held in Kuala 
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Lumpur, Malaysia with the theme “Living Out the Good Shepherd Mission”.  It is 
anticipated approximately 60 Mission Partners from the Welfare and Education ministries 
will participate. 

 
Sri Lanka/Pakistan Province 
 
Plans are underway to translate the life of St Mary Euphrasia into Urdu so that her story 
can be more widely shared. 
Good Shepherd Partners have successfully confronted the issue of many children who 
have dropped out of school because of poverty, neglect and the attitude that girls need 
not study.  Good Shepherd Partners have been able to engage and motivate children and 
parents, which resulted in 75 children returning to school or to the Good Shepherd Centre 
where education is provided for those who cannot participate in school programmes. 

 
Australia and Aotearoa/New Zealand Province 
 
The Province has had many opportunities to deepen the experience of ‘being responsible 
together’ for mission. The Mission Office continues to develop pathways for formation to 
meet the needs of mission partners across the Good Shepherd Network. 
 
Inaugural 'Call to Mission' Session 
The inaugural ‘Call to Mission’ session was held in August. It was a residential programme 
for sisters and mission partners with a focus on leadership. The programme provided 
opportunity to get to know Mary Euphrasia as a person (not only as a leader) which gave 
participants insights into her life experiences and understanding  how these had shaped 
her into becoming the type of leader that she was. Participants then reflected on their 
own life experience and how that had shaped them and their leadership styles.  The story 
of one of the first Good Shepherd sisters to arrive in Australia was researched and 
dramatized by two of the participants which was a most interesting way to come to know 
a significant woman in the life of the local Province. Time was given to exploring  the 
difference between management and leadership and identifying the place of spirituality in 
it all.  
 
A holistic approach was built into the session with time for stillness and relaxation to 
emphasise the importance of balance, health and wholeness in busy lives. The 
opportunity for sisters and mission partners to spend quality time together was rich and 
valuable – listening, laughing and learning together. 
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The Mission Office will offer ‘Call to Mission’  again in 2012 and is continuing to develop 
other formation opportunities for mission partners. A session which brings Board Members 
of Good Shepherd organizations together is planned for later in 2012. 
 
Province Chapter 
The Province Chapter held in October 2011 was a very significant experience of sisters and 
mission partners being co-responsible for mission. Mission partners were involved in a 
process of planning and reflection and participated in local Chapter Gatherings  leading up 
to the Province  Chapter.  At the Chapter time, Representatives from Good Shepherd 
agencies and organizations  met with the sister delegates for a day and a half creating a 
vision and practical ideas for taking mission into the future. At the conclusion of this time 
together the sisters moved immediately into their formal Chapter proceedings.  It was an 
inspiring experience for those present with ownership of mission embraced by all. 
 
Network Gathering 
The Good Shepherd Network Gathering was held in March 2012 and was open to anyone 
in the Good Shepherd Network.  Day One consisted of a series of Workshops on various 
justice issues relevant to the work being carried out in the province. 
 
Day Two focused on “Leadership –Visionary, Audacious, and Authentic.” The process 
involved speakers, small group sharing, panels  and reflection.  A feature of the Network 
Gathering is the ‘Spirit of St Mary Euphrasia Award’.  Following nominations from the 
Network the award is made to someone who has perpetuated the spirit of Mary Euphrasia 
by demonstrating audacity in living mission, outstanding leadership or innovative 
approach to mission. The Award can also be for a new programme which is innovative and 
audacious.  It is an exciting moment in the gathering and an opportunity to acknowledge a 
committed person for their contribution. 
 
Taiwan-Australia/NZ Resource Sharing 
The partnership between Taiwan and Australia/New Zealand (as told in the Taiwan report) 
has been a significant and valued part of experiencing partnership for mission.  It has 
provided a very practical and meaningful relationship with an Asia Pacific Partner in which 
we have shared resources and learnt from each other. 
  
Congratulations Mission Partners. The spirit of Mary Euphrasia shines through all our 
stories. 
 

GSAPP Team Update 
The next task of the GSAPP Team will be to connect with Province Link people for 
Partnership and others, to do some work on growing our understanding of what co-
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responsibility for mission means. We would like to identify what, across Asia Pacific, are 
the common elements we see to be at the heart of co-responsibility for mission. We are  
planning a process and will in contact soon. 
 

Asia Pacific Circle Link Person for Partnership                                                                                                  
Sr Pam Molony who has been the Asia Pacific Circle (APC) Link person for Partnership 
completed her term as Province Leader of Australia and Aotearoa/ New Zealand in 
February, and hence finishes as a member of the APC.  Sr Joan Lopez, Singapore-Malaysia 
Province will take on the role of Link Person for Partnership with Sr Anne Manning 
working with Joan on matters concerning Partnership and the Asia Pacific Office.   
 
Let us take time to appreciate and value the work of Partnership for Mission in the Asia 
Pacific Region, to see where we belong in the bigger picture of the Region and to 
celebrate the many blessings on all of us who are on this journey. 
 
Peace and Hope be with you wherever you are in Good Shepherd Mission. 
 
Sr Noelene White,           
 
For GSAPP Team – March 2012.                                       
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


