
2013 Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand Social Justice activities  
Switch Off on Saturday Night 
 
We invited GS people to switch lights off around Australia and jointed the globe for Earth Hour at 8:30pm 
on Saturday 23rd March 2013 
 
 

2013 Easter Chocolate campaign - The campaign is only in Lent time 
 
Buy, eat and talk about Fair Trade chocolate – that was the message from 
Good Shepherd and a range of other social justice organisations this past 
Easter. Posters and action sheets were sent to all GS agencies encouraging 
people to get involved.  
 
The Fair Trade Easter Chocolate Campaign aimed to contribute to the 

broader global FAIRTRADE movement through advocating for the purchasing, sales and consumption of 
ethically produced chocolate at Easter time.    
 
The campaign in 2013 expanded to all Australian states, Catholic dioceses in Victoria, more schools 
communities and FAIRTRADE promoters and social justice contacts.  
 
 
Happy Harmony Day and National Close the Gap campaign – (24th March) 
 
Harmony Day is a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home – from the traditional 
owners of this land to those who have come from many countries around the world.  
 
National Close the Gap campaign is calling all Australians to take action to achieve Indigenous health 
equality.  
  
21 GS Sisters, volunteers and staff gathered to make a reflection on Harmony and Close the gap, watch a 
video on Aborigines health and share a lunch to celebrate these important days. 
 
 
FEAST DAY ST MARY EUPHRASIA - 24th April 2013 
 
29 GS sisters and from all GS agencies attended a Morning Tea and reflection  
 
 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)  
 
Good Shepherd agencies have signed up to put a Reconciliation Action Plan 
into action.  A RAP puts good intentions into action about how we will work respectfully and meaningfully 
with Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders across the Good Shepherd network. 
 
The RAP Working Team and Steering Committee are continuing to work together across the Good Shepherd 
network towards developing our Reconciliation Action Plan.   So far, we have signed our Statement of 
Commitment to Reconciliation Australia to submit a RAP this year, we have conducted an audit across all 
Good Shepherd agencies to look at current relevant relationships and activities that we have with Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders.  We are looking at engaging staff and key stakeholders in further conversations to 
progress several key action areas including human resources, service delivery, cultural competency, 
relationships, procurement and research. 



 
Good Shepherd’s goal is to become an agency of choice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to 
engage with.   
 
Good Shepherd Marks National Reconciliation Week 
 
Good Shepherd celebrated National Reconciliation Week in different ways on 
Wednesday 29th May 2013 with a Fitzroy Aboriginal Heritage Walking Trail, 
which identifies 16 sites of significance (from the 1920s onwards) in City of 
Yarra. 24 GS people from all GS agencies attended it 
 
After the walk 23 GS people attended an afternoon tea and Cultural 
Competency presentation by Jason Eades at Northcote the Town Hall. This 
event is organised by Good Shepherd Microfinance.  
 
 
GSANZ Board Member Joins Reconciliation Victoria Council   
 
Frank O’Connor, GSANZ Board member, has joined the Reconciliation Victoria Council. Frank said:  “I am 
proud and delighted to have an opportunity to work with Rec Vic. I believe that the work we do as 
Australians and First Australians will lead to the understandings of the 4 Rs (Respect, Relationships, 
Reciprocity, and Responsibility) which will assist in building a stronger and healthier future for all.”   
 
 
Massive Support for Asylum Seekers from GS 
 
The amount of food, toys and money collected from across the Victorian Good Shepherd agencies for 
asylum seekers at the Dandenong Centre has been overwhelming. Forty boxes of food and more than $600 
have so far been collected across Melbourne’s Good Shepherd agencies to support the Asylum Seekers. The 
number of asylum seekers at the Dandenong Centre rose from 165 in 2011 to 610 in 2012.  
 
The Dandenong Asylum Seekers Centre struggles to provide material aid to all asylum seekers and they need 
our support. We have distributed boxes to all agencies with information about what is needed.  
 
The food collection campaign will continue all year. 
 
 
Good Shepherd Backs Refugee Rally 
 
Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand has endorsed the 2013 World Refugee Day Rally in Melbourne on 
Sunday 16 June, 12 noon.  
 
 


