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Throughout history the Bolivian woman has lived in a 

situation of inequality and abuse as a result of the patriarchal 

system which has, -through its objective and symbolic 

permanence in behaviors, attitudes, roles, myths, prejudices 

and values- in some way justified violence against women.  

 

This still happens today, despite numerous actions and efforts 

undertaken by several organizations. Bolivia heads the ranking 

of violence against women among 13 Latin American 

countries, according to data provided by the Pan American 

Health Organization (PAHO) and the Center for Disease Control, emerging from a study conducted 

and based on demographic surveys of sexual and reproductive health in thirteen countries in the 

region. The Center for information and development of women (CIDEM) also points out that in 2012 

a woman was killed every three days because of domestic violence. 

 

In the campaign "Unite against violence towards women" of the United Nations, Bolivia comes 

second only to Haiti on levels of sexual violence. The result of surveys of women showed that the 

three more serious forms of violence to which they are subjected are: the physical punishment (83%) 

forced or unwanted sex (72%) and no appreciation for their work (44%). 

 

These forms of violence can lead to physical, mental, sexual and reproductive health problems, as 

well as increase vulnerability to HIV/AIDS.   

 

The scourge of violence in Bolivia affects 7 out of 10 women. In 88% of cases it is not reported 

because of fear, fear of being separated from their children (53%) and shame (40%) and also because 

the laws do not guarantee that the attacker be punished. Data provided by the Center for information 

and development of women (CIDEM) and Observatory Manuela Ramos shows that of 442.000 

complaints of violence from 2007 to 2011, only 96 secured a legal conviction. 

 

Faced with this situation of ineffective respond to the fight against violence through legislation it took 

the murder of the journalist Hanalí Huaycho at the hands of her husband Jorge Clavijo, who was a 

former lieutenant of police, to mobilize society as a whole on this issue. This promoted and 

accelerated approval by the plenary of the Chamber of Deputies the "comprehensive law to guarantee 

women a life free of violence" (Law No. 348) 27 /02/2013. 

 

This legal initiative, became effective on 9 March, replacing law 1674 "Law against violence in the 

family or domestic" (1995), aims to establish mechanisms, measures and policies for the prevention, 

care, and protection of women in situations of violence and also aims for the prosecution and sanction 

of the aggressors of women in situation of violence, introducing various new sanctions and 

strengthening the existing ones. 

 

 Violence against women irreparably damages bodies and lives. This is why the Bolivian Government 

must ensure and promote the exercise of the rights of women showing political will to effectively 

combat violence against women, promote women’s access to justice and  end impunity by 

sanctioning as soon as possible the Law 348. 


