
From VIENNA – October 2012 

I invite you to the 6th Session of the Conference of the Parties taking place this week: 

Human Trafficking is a crime against humanity. It involves an act 
of recruiting, transporting, transferring, harboring or receiving a 
person through a use of force, coercion or other means, for the 
purpose of exploiting them. Every year, thousands of men, 
women and children fall into the hands of traffickers, in their own 
countries and abroad. Every country in the world is affected by 
trafficking, whether as a country of origin, transit or destination for 
victims. "We are able to quantify the cost of transnational organized crime: it is $870 billion, but we 
cannot calculate the misery and suffering caused to millions of people by these illicit activities," said Mr. 
Fedotov. However, Trafficking affects generally marginalized people, and very few Traffickers are 

judged and most of the victims will never be identified and helped. 

UNODC offers practical help to States, not only helping to 
draft laws and create comprehensive national anti-trafficking 
strategies but also assisting with resources to implement 
them. States receive specialized assistance including the 
development of local capacity and expertise, as well as 
practical tools to encourage cross-border cooperation in 
investigations and prosecutions. 

I was lucky enough to participate to Plenaries on the very first 
day, with all formal elements: Opening, elections of President, 
Vice-Presidents and necessary Officers.  

Since the beginning, they spent some time about observers and 
NGOs participation. A strong debate is actually ongoing re: their 
presence, their participation, their status… A few countries do 
not want them to be involved, others recommend. It is one of 
this Session issues. 

I was able to follow several « side events », as they say here, it means meetings led by NGOs 
or Member States to share information, good practices, enlarge networking. They take place at 
1:00 or 2:00 pm, during representatives’ time for lunch. We run from one room to another one, 
exchanging cards with people from all continents. A good opportunity to listen to the efforts 
many countries and organizations are making to fight against Human Trafficking and other 
organized crimes. 

I could listen to victims of Human trafficking testimonies: a young Indonesian woman, who left 
her family to earn money to help them; another one, who was sold for adoption, and created a 
network to help other young victims to recover and empower. Listening to them is always 
distressing as their word is so strong: wish everyone could listen! 

Marie Hélène Halligon, our NGO representative in Vienna 
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