
Good Shepherd Prayer Network. 

 The New Year is synonymous with new resolutions but our initial 

 enthusiasm can soon wane. However, as in the story of Zacchaeus, 

 an encounter with Jesus generates a truly new beginning that 

 transforms our very being and is manifested in acts of justice. 

 

 

        A New Year - A New Beginning  

 

Opening Hymn. 

Peace is flowing like a river, 

Flowing out through you and me, 

Spreading out into the desert, 

Setting all the captives free. 

     Love is flowing…..       

     Joy is flowing…..     

     Faith is flowing…..     

     Hope is flowing...  

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May The Lord Bless You. 

 

The LORD bless you  

and keep you;  

the LORD make his face shine upon you  

and be gracious to you;  

the LORD turn his face toward you  

and give you peace." 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Sr. Shirley O’Sullivan, JP contact, Province of Ireland 



Reflection. 

 

Like Zacchaeus there is a desire within us to seek Jesus. When we do, 

we find an invitation and welcome. Zacchaeus is not just up a tree, he 

is  excluded, unpopular and a sinner. Jesus invites Zacchaeus to come 

down from there. It is an incredible gesture of  inclusion, acceptance 

and forgiveness.  

The people react badly and grumble because they cannot see that 

Zacchaeus is still their brother and that Jesus has come to seek out 

and save what was lost. Zacchaeus is saved and it is from this experi-

ence that he can act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with God. 

 

 

Psalm 26. 

The Lord is my light and my help; 

Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

Before whom shall I shrink? 

 

    I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 

     In the land of the living. 

    Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 

  Hope in the Lord. 

 

 

Gospel Reading     Luke 19:1-10 

 

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town 

and suddenly a man whose name was Zacchaeus made 

his appearance.; he was one of the senior tax collectors 

and a wealthy man.  

He was anxious to see what kind of man Jesus was but 

he was too short and could not see him for the crowd; 

so he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to catch 

a glimpse of Jesus who was about to pass that way.  

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to 

him, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at 

your house.” And he came down quickly and received him with joy. 

When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to 

stay at a sinner’s house”.  

But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the Lord, “ look Sir, I am go-

ing to give half my property to the poor and if I have cheated anybody I 

will pay them back four times the amount. And Jesus said to him, 

“Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too 

is a descendant of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to 

seek out and to save what was lost.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/19/#50019001-1#50019001-1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/19/#50019009-c#50019009-c

