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GOOD SHEPHERD MISSION: 
WEAVING SOLIDARITY 

TOWARD A CULTURE OF PEACE 
 
Sr Marion F. Chipeco, of the Philippines 
Province, attended the International Institute on 
Peace Education of Columbia University, USA, 
organized by The Center for Peace Education and 
held at Miriam College, Quezon City, August 
2002. 
 
The choice of the Philippines as host for an 
international peace conference was timely and 
relevant. After September 11, 2001, we had been 
targeted with links to al-Qaeda. Rebel groups 
were classified as terrorist by the US government, 
even as the US has used our country for bases of 
military operation. The setting offered real 
perspective for the participants, who were mostly 
“on the job” peace advocates, either in academic 
or community settings. Participation included 
Philippine Muslims and members of the 
Indigenous community. 
 
Along with presentations on solidarity, 
economics, government and civil society 
involvement, we had opportunity for sharing of 
experiences. People from Japan and the 
Philippines confronted their history with one 
another, as did Americans and Japanese. Learning 
was emphasized, as was forgiveness, even in the 
midst of painful memories. How can the 
community of nations nurture relationships among 
and between peoples? Seeking peace must satisfy 
justice and truth. It must lead to reconciliation and 
healing. 
 
Women’s role became a major thread in the 
conference tapestry. Efforts toward equality and 
empowerment and the recognition of women's 
important role in re-building after conflict were 
discussed in the context of Afghan women. 
Another session offered approaches and actions 
from women’s movements toward 
demilitarization. Research projects were shared 

A Note from Caroline and Clare 
 
This edition of Embrace the World is full 
of activities from our sisters and 
collaborators around the world – activities 
of peacemaking and empowerment for 
women. We are happy to communicate 
your activities even as we know that so 
much happens that is not reported. 
 
We have not included news directly from 
the ICJPC office in Rome or the NGO 
office in NY. But be assured that we are 
busy! Caroline was in Egypt, Lebanon, and 
Syria this past October working on Justice 
issues with the sisters in the provinces, 
including three days with a group of 
French-speaking sisters preparing for final 
Vows. 
 
Clare gave a presentation on international 
reconciliation at a gathering of Good 
Shepherd staff for North America. This 
year Caroline will be helping with 
preparations for the General Chapter and 
Assembly and Clare will be present at the 
UN, particularly for the Commissions on 
Social Development and Women in 
February and March. Caroline will attend a 
workshop on Human Rights hosted by 
international NGOs, Franciscans 
International and Dominicans for Peace, in 
Geneva in March. She will also give a 1-
day workshop on justice and peace for the 
Provincials of the Ursline Sisters, in Rome 
in February 2003. 
 
As we move through 2003, we recall the 
millennium Jubilee challenge to re-image 
and reconstruct our world according to 
Justice within a culture of Peace. And we 
journey with our General Assembly and 
Chapter theme: “Life Bearer’s for the Poor 
of our World”. So we continue.  
 

Blessings, Caroline and Clare 
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and women's experiences evaluated. One of many 
examples of peace-action was the Bual Zone of  
 
Peace. The Bual community, caught between 
government and rebel groups, declared their area 
as a “zone of peace” and took an active stance for 
peace building. With negotiations and persistence, 
their area was officially recognized as a Zone of 
Peace by a municipal ordinance. 
 
All the participants were encouraged to weave 
their own stories, especially their successes, into 
the fabric of solidarity of the assembly. Optimum 
participation was facilitated through reflection 
groups that fostered the sharing of feelings and 
insights. Positive and life-giving energies flowed 
from day to day and Positive peace values of 
respect and caring were evident. 
 
Good Shepherd’s contribution in the conference 
was through my sharing of experience in Muslim-
Christian-Indigenous-Peoples Interfaith Dialogue 
as a means to achieve lasting peace in Mindanao. 
Sr. Soledad Perpinan, RGS working in Metro 
Manila, also shared her experience of global 
networking and local ministry to women.  
 
Full conference recommendations can be 
requested from Sr. Marion F. Chipeco, RGS, at 
Archdiocesan Center for Ecumenical and Inter-
religious Dialogue (ACEID), Davao City, 
Mindanao, Philippines. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 

From 26 August to 4 September 2002 the UN 
World Summit on Sustainable Development 
(WSSD) was held in South Africa. Sr Laurine, 
aGood Shepherd novice in South Africa, who 
participated, shares from her experience. 
 
The invitation was: "Come and support the poor 
and unemployed by joining the human chain 
anywhere along the way." So I went to the 
peaceful protest and joined the human chain that 
linked Alexandra Township (poor side of 
Johannesburg,) to Sandton Drive (location of the 
Summit).  
 
"Sustainable Development" is now part of the 
conversation among the people of Africa and 

international leaders. It is meant to be a key to 
express the educational, psychological, social, 
environmental, economic and spiritual needs of 
our world and is based on the promises made in 
1992 by world governments at the Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
 
The WSSD was characterized by rallies and 
protests organized by ordinary citizens and NGOs 
who were visible signs to world leaders that "talk 
is cheap unless action is taken". We challenged 
the powerful to listen to the cries of the 
marginalized and the poor. 
 
The protest I joined was organized by a civil 
society coalition that advocates a Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) of one hundred Rand a month for all 
South Africans. We placed ourselves in the form 
of a chain, holding hands, symbolizing Solidarity 
and Unity with our sisters and brothers who live 
on less than ten Rand (US$1) a day. We chanted a 
loud and clear message: "BIG (Basic Income 
Grant) BEATS POVERTY." A response to this 
plea could change the lives of millions of poverty-
stricken families. Before the crowd dispersed we 
lifted up our voices and sang our National 
Anthem, "Nkosi Sikele Africa". Such participation 
is a step by which Good Shepherd in South Africa 
is linking our direct service commitments with 
advocacy for structural change. 
More on the Summit on Sustainable Development at: 
http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/ 

~ ~ ~ 
 

SOLIDARITY WITH WOMEN: LATIN 
AMERICA PARTICIPATES 

IN INTERNATIONAL FORUM 
The 9thIinternational Association for Women in 
Development (AWID) Forum for Women was held 
in Mexico in October2002. Two sisters from 
Colombia and two from Mexico represented Good 
Shepherd at the conference. What follows are 
notes taken from the report sent by Sisters 
Graciela, Gloria, Nubia, and Maria Irene. 
 
Over 1,200 women - leaders, activists, academics, 
and practitioners - gathered in Mexico to deal with 
strategies to support the human rights of women. 
It is an extremely important topic at a time when 
dehumanizing globalization has destroyed 
community systems. We found the conference 
very enriching and we saw how our Good 
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Shepherd programs, large or small, are part of a 
global solidarity that challenges economic and 
political systems, and ensures the dignity for 
women. We saw ourselves as part of creating an 
alternate vision toward a more human world.  
 
A topic of concern at the conference was the 
increasing political-military encroachment into all 
areas of life. Violence as a political answer is not 
acceptable to women and we realized that our own 
conflicts of racial, economic, and cultural division 
only delay the advancement of women. We must 
cross boundaries, celebrate diversity, and embrace 
the experience of all women in order to be strong.  
 
We participated in many workshops on themes as 
diverse as the trafficking of women, labor rights, 
financial resources, and negotiations for human 
rights, and others. We had a new consciousness 
that the daily work we do resonates with 
organizations similar to our own, all articulating 
the needs of women on national and international 
levels. 
Together we must find the space where women 
can be heard. 
 
By the end of the conference we had made our 
own commitments:  
áá  We will continue membership in AWID so as 

to expand and strengthen our collaboration 
within networks.  

áá  We will share the techniques and capacities 
we learned at the conference in our own 
countries in order to empower others.  

áá  We have re-dedicated ourselves in our 
mission, knowing that global actions to 
abolish the exclusion of women are really a 
sign of the coming of God's Kingdom. 

 
Reports of the conference can be found at: 

http://www.awid.org/index.pl 
~ ~ ~ 

 
OUR MISSION IS ONE OF MERCY – 

PEACE IN USA 
Sr Judy Mannix and SrAna Maria Quiroz witness 

for peace in Washington DC. 
 
On October 26th, people from across the United 
States gathered in the national capital to protest 
President Bush’s preparations for war on Iraq. The 
US Congress had just passed a resolution on the 
war. It is easy to feel powerless in the face of a 

government and multinational corporations that 
care more about profits than people. Still, the rally 
was an opportunity, as Good Shepherd, to stand 
on behalf of the poor, affirming that our mission is 
one of mercy. War is not merciful. It is full of 
suffering and pain for our brothers and sisters. We 
felt deeply our identity as Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd, daughters of St. Mary Euphrasia, as we 
marched with more than 100,000 people of 
different races, creeds, citizenships and cultures. 
 
The banners shouted sentiments not often aired in 
the news media.  
 

Money For Jobs, Not War 
Each Child That Dies In Iraq Is My Child 

No Blood For Oil 
Not In Our Name. 

 
The proposed attack on Saddam Hussein is 
disguised as a war on terrorism but the rally 
messages said that it is more about oil, and 
racism.  
 
As we marched, our hearts carried images of Iraqi 
mothers who suffer now as they watch their 
children weaken and die because of the current 
sanctions. In the name of Good Shepherd Sisters, 
we rallied in the spirit of mercy and 
reconciliation, refusing to give in to the rhetoric of 
self-preservation. We rallied against the myth that 
the lives of our brothers and sisters throughout the 
world are of any less value than those of US 
citizens. It may feel like a drop of water in the 
ocean, but many drops can make a sea. Our 
mission is one of peace. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

PEACE BREAKS OUT IN SRI LANKA  
FROM THE WOMEN’S DESK 

Excerpts from notes sent by Sr Immaculate Alwis 
 
Last year we wanted to do something for 
International Women’s Day. The cease-fire had 
begun in February and we were all praying that it 
would hold, but we wanted something more! The 
Inter-Congregational Women’s Desk began 
planning. We wrote to all the schools in the 
North/East where Sisters were teaching and asked 
them if any of their students would like to send a 
peace greeting to a student in the South. Likewise 
we asked the Sisters in the South for similar 
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names. We got more than 2,000 names from 
senior students alone. We then coupled the names, 
one girl from the North/East and one from the 
South, and sent back the names to the schools 
asking them to make a card and mail it to the 
address given. 
 
In some places we helped with postage costs. In 
this way two students were wishing each other 
PEACE. These students have grown up in a Sri 
Lanka that was at war all through their short lives. 
All kinds of feelings had been aroused to create 
distrust and hatred. A deep prejudice had grown 
up between them and now at last they were 
greeting each other.  
 
We are planning another small thing - that is to 
work with the war widows. One sister has a group 
of widows, mainly the wives of men who were 
killed in military action. Then a friend of ours 
who has been working in the East with groups of 
widows needed economic empowerment help, so 
we brought some of the widows from one 
program to the other in Colombo. It was the first 
time that the widows from the North and South 
met. They prayed, cried and shared experiences 
that were the same in spite of the fact that their 
husbands had been killing each other not so long 
ago. You see, the problems of women are the 
same. 
 
We plan many programs for women knowing that 
the 2500 religious sisters in our country are 
working with women in one way or another. 
Through animating the sisters we can empower 
the women. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

PEACE ECHOES IN BRAZIL: 
GOOD SHEPHERD IN GOIÂNIA 

In Brazil the sisters and collaborators held 
activities to mark the International Day for Peace 
on 21 September 2002. Here are some highlights 
of how they used the material sent from the ICJPC 
office in Rome (Translated locally from Spanish 
into Portuguese).  
 
• We held a Holy Hour was held with a 

charismatic renewal group. The reflection 
deepened the awareness that everyone is in 
need of each other to establish peace in the 
world. 

• A group of adolescents created a small puppet 
theatre on the theme of Peace. This was 
timely as we were in the middle of 
preparations for important national elections. 

• The peace prayers were given to Diocesan 
Pastoral Ministers who shared them in their 
respective Parishes. The Youth Pastoral group 
combined a beautiful vigil with pastoral 
outreach work for women in prostitution.   

• Posters, reflections and debates were all part 
of the peace day process. Sisters spoke 
formally and informally on the theme of peace 
for women. 

• As we moved through our prayers and 
activities, we realized that the search for 
peace begins in our own hearts and can be 
accomplished in simple ways. We had 
moments of open sharing first within our 
community of sisters and then with small 
teams of others who widened our circle.  

• We will now follow our day of celebration 
with an annual commitment for an hour of 
prayer before the Eucharist on the first Friday 
of each month.  

 
 

The 47th Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW) will take place at U N 

 in New York 3-14 March 2003. 
Trafficking of Women will be one theme. 

 
More information will be posted at: 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/ 

________________________________________ 
 

PRAYER AND ACTIONS IN CHILE: 
Sr Nelly Leon, JP Contact Person from Chile, 
reports on the activities for the International 
Peace Day, and writes about a new ministry to 
women that is being developed by Good Shepherd 
in Valparaiso, Chile. 
 
Prayer for Peace! On 21st September, the 
International Day of Prayer for Peace, the 
Provincial Council and sisters went to a base 
community in a poor sector of Valparaiso where 
they shared the prayer sent by the ICJPC 
Secretariat. The presence of God, profoundly 
expressed among the simplicity of the poor, 
blessed us all. 
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Good News! The Chilean province is opening a 
new work for justice and peace. We are offering 
welcome to women coming from prison. The 
histories of these women are often filled with 
violence so surely this will be a work of peace. 
Many women will be collaborators in building 
this new project. The objectives include the 
facilitation of practical changes in the women's 
lives. Such changes will affect the lives of their 
children. A strong focus will be to promote 
autonomy and responsibility so that the women 
can be authentic agents of changes in their own 
lives. Holistic services related to domestic 
violence will be provided and religious services 
for those who wish them will be part of the 
project. Training for employment skills will also 
be integrated into the project. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION 
From Alicia Corvacho Levano, Justice Peace 

Contact in Peru 
 
I am helping in the work of the national Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission that has begun in 
Peru. We are reading through testimonies and 
transcripts. Personally, I find it difficult work 
because it recalls the years of terrorism that took 
one of our own sisters, among thousands of other 
Peruvians, as a victim of violence. History teaches 
us we cannot forget the truth; nor can we remain 
silent. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

LIFE BEARERS FOR THE POOR OF 
THE WORLD 

 
On November 21, 2002 the Philippine Province 
opened a year of preparation for the celebration of 
the 20th anniversary of the four sisters who gave 
their lives for others during the sinking of the 
ferryboat “Cassandra” on that day in 1993. The 
families of Consuelo Chudian, Catherine Loreto, 
Virginia Gonzales and Concepcion Conti attended 
ceremonies with the Good Shepherd community. 
The lives and deaths of our sisters and our martyrs 
will light our way in this dark world. 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 
 

WORKING FOR CHILDREN: AN 
ECUMENICAL INITIATIVE IN LATIN 

AMERICA  
 
Sr. Zaire Naranjo from Central America 
participated in a Conference on issues affecting 
children organised by the Global Network of 
Religions (GNRC) in Buenos Aires in December 
2002. The themes included violence and abuse of 
children, and poverty. A young person from the 
Good Shepherd program gave a short presentation 
on abuse. Zaire was pleased to represent the 
Congregation at this ecumenical event. She hopes 
that the work will go beyond Latin America, and 
that one result will be greater international 
solidarity for all children. 
 
 

NETWORKING IN ARGENTINA 
While the economic situation in Argentine has 
worsened over the past months, Adriana Barone, 
RGS, from Argentina shares with us efforts in 
solidarity with the poor. 
 
In the city of Rosario, a group of religious meets 
regularly to encourage a lived expression of the 
consecrated life. Participation with others 
encourages us and shapes our response. Working 
in networks, we have organized groups that opt 
for life, that work for the defense of human rights 
for those who are excluded. 
 
The network includes collaboration with 
ecumenical groups as we are all focused on the 
same goals. We stay informed with one another 
through our network e-mail, and we share 
information, make decisions to sign official 
statements or to participate in marches, of which, 
unfortunately, there are many. This calls for 
discernment in our choices for participation. 
During August, for the Week of Religious Life, 
the network planned presentations and reflections 
on ecclesiology.  
 
It was during this week that an attack on the home 
of Susana Abalos, a rights' leader, occurred. Other 
Catholic leaders were receiving anonymous 
threats. Our meeting place became a space of 
solidarity as some groups want to silence 
committed people and those who are organized. 
We have had a revival of the not-so-distant times 
of military dictatorship and the well-known 
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methods that instill fear. To resist these tactics, 
our network issued an official statement that many 
of the 120 religious have signed. Our Good 
Shepherd family joined in this statement and in 
other marches and letters of resistance. In our 
difficult situation, there is still much to do. We 
invite the solidarity of all to consecrate 
themselves to transform our world.  

~ ~ ~ 
 

For Contemplation 
 

Extract from the Statement of the network  
of consecrated religious, Argentina 

 
"We are convinced and we dream that 
love is possible… for that reason we 
focus our eyes on the horizon of the 
kingdom of justice, and  place our 
hearts in solidarity the poor, so that 
our society in Argentina, and in 
Rosario in particular, will be a space 
of fraternity,  solidarity,  peace and 
justice. We want a new society, not 
founded on the pillars of selfishness 
and money, but built on the authentic 
love of neighbor that challenges us to 
love our enemy. Blessed Mary, who 
guides our way in building 
communities, walks with us…"   
 

 
~ ~ ~ 

 
DEBT CANCELATION IN ITALY 

This year Italy renewed its commitment for 
foreign debt cancellation, in line with the UN’s 
Conferences on Financing for Development in 
Monterrey and Sustainable Development in 
Johannesburg. The Italian Government decided to 
go beyond the recommended levels and became 
one of the few countries in the world to write off 
100% of the foreign debt of the poorest countries. 
 

What is your country doing about debt 
cancellation? 

How are you urging your government to 
cancel debt? 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 

Keep in mind… 
 
Sisters and collaborators in Venezuela, 
where political unrest is making life 
very difficult 
Sisters and collaborators in Colombia, 
where fighting between government 
and para-military forces is affecting 
everyone 
Sisters and collaborators in Ivory Coast 
where conflict is escalating 
Sisters and collaborators in the Middle 
East especially in Egypt, Lebanon and 
Syria, under the threat of war against 
Iraq. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 
Drink COFFEE?  
DRINK JUSTICE! 
A massive drop in the global market price of 
coffee has left coffee farmers and laborers 
struggling to survive. Daily, many face hunger 
and losing their land. Oxfam has launched a 
global campaign to support coffee farmers. 
One aspect is promoting Fair Trade Certified 
coffee that ensures farmers are paid a decent 
and steady price for their harvests. Buy only 
Fair Trade Certified coffee in stores or coffee 
shops. 
 
See more at: http://ga0.org/campaign/coffee/ or 
www.oxfam.org 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

News notes prepared by: 
Congregation of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 

 
Clare Nolan, NGO Representative 

Fax: 1-212-599 -2712 
Email: cnolan8345@aol.com 

 
Caroline Price, International Secretariat for Justice Peace 

Fax : Fax: 39 06 6641 8864 
Email : icjpc@buonpastoreint.org 

 
~ ~ ~ 

Original in English. Please distribute to all communities and 
collaborators in your province. Thank you. 

 
 


