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International Day for the Eradication of Poverty – October 17 

 
Opening Consideration: 
 
‘ Inspired by the creative audacity of St Mary Euphrasia, her prophetic and radical responses to the needs of her 
time, we are impelled as “Weavers of Compassion and Reconciliation in Global Solidarity” to commit ourselves 
to: Work zealously with women and children, especially those who are trafficked, forced to migrate or oppressed 
by abject poverty.  We support projects for economic justice, confront unjust systems and take a “corporate 
stance” when appropriate.’    
                                                                                         29th Congregational Direction Statement.  
 
Background to the International Day  
                      http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/social/intldays/IntlDay/index.html  English only 
 
The UN General Assembly declared the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty in 1992 
welcoming the fact that certain non-governmental organizations, on the initiative of the International 
Movement ATD Fourth World, had, in many States, observed October 17 as World Day to Overcome 
Extreme Poverty.   
 
The observance aims to promote awareness of the need to eradicate poverty and destitution in all 
countries, particularly in developing countries.   

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SPEAK OUT AGAINST POVERTY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This year’s celebration calls attention to the 
experiences and contributions of children and 
families living in poverty.  It also celebrated the 
20th anniversary of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 
 

“Investments in children and the 
realization of their rights 

are among the most effective 
ways to eradicate poverty.”* 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/social/intldays
/IntlDay/2009intlday.html   English only  



Other Campaigns linked to the day                 

  
 

                                                                                                             End Poverty Now 
In 2006, 23 million, 2007, 43 million and in 2008 more than 116 million people participated around the 
world and sent a clear message of support for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.   
The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) offer us a roadmap to end poverty and its root causes. In 
September 2000, 189 world leaders adopted the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) as part of 
the Millennium Declaration, agreed to at the United Nations Millennium Summit.  “We will spare no 
effort to free our fellow men, women and children from the abject and dehumanising conditions of 
extreme poverty, to which more than a billion of them are currently subjected.”  Millennium 
Declaration 
 
This year 2009, the challenge is even greater!  The global financial crisis is having a devastating impact 
on countries and people who are already living in extreme poverty and driving other into extreme 
poverty.   The climate crisis also threatens to undo the gains that have been made towards achieving the 
MDGs. With just six years left to the 2015 deadline, no region is on track to achieve their goals. At the 
G20 meeting in Pitsburg on September 25, 2009 Salil Shetty, Director of the United Nations 
Millennium Campaign wrote the “G-20 leaders have focused on issues such as bonuses and 
compensation and not on the needs of the 1.4 billion people living on less than $1.25 per day whose 
very lives are threatened by the economic crisis. The G-20’s failure to address the needs of the world’s 
poorest is a worrying sign.” 
 
For the fourth year in a row, millions of people around the world will “Stand Up and Take Action” to 
demand that world leaders end poverty and achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  Visit 
the website  http://standagainstpoverty.org/  
http://standagainstpoverty.org/fr/user/register   
http://www.un.org/spanish/millenniumgoals/     
      
The Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) is a growing alliance that brings together trade 
unions, NGOs, the women’s and youth movements, community and faith groups and others to call for 
action from world leaders in the global North and South to meet their promises to end poverty and 
inequality. Visit its website at  
http://www.whiteband.org/            http://www.whiteband.org/?set_language=fr&cl=fr 
http://www.whiteband.org/homepage-es?set_language=es&cl=es  
 
The white band is the symbol of the fight against poverty. Wear the white band to show your support 
and get involved with the mobilization! 

Stand Up Take Action  
End Poverty Now  

 
A three day mobilization event from October 16th – 18th 
This campaign is part of the Millennium Campaign, a 
global campaign to mobilize a record number of people to 
physically and symbolically stand up against poverty 
around the world.     



Reflection 
Consider the following words in our congregational direction statement:   needs of our times …women 
and children … trafficked… forced to migrate … abject poverty … unjust systems … 
An urgent needs of our times is to eradicate poverty!  What is at the root of trafficking in persons and  
migration?  Why are persons forced to live in abject poverty?  What can you do about it? 
 
Consider some of the response that we are invited to make:  work zealously … support projects for 
economic justice … confront unjust systems …. take a “corporate stance”  
 
Are you called to Stand Up Take Action End Poverty Now?  
Can you either physically or symbolically stand up against poverty between October 16th and 18th ?  
Visit the web sites to join in the global campaign.  
Networking with organizations whose goal is confronting unjust systems.   
Mobilize your community to Stand Up Take Action End Poverty Now! 
 
Poverty Eradication is high on the agenda of the United Nations but the political will to implement 
commitment and goals is missing.  In the Millennium Declaration of 2000 Governments said “We will 
spare no effort to free our fellow men, women and children from the abject and dehumanizing 
conditions of extreme poverty, to which more than a billion of them are currently subjected.”   
 
In December 2007, the General Assembly proclaimed the Second United Nations Decade for the 
Eradication of Poverty (2008 – 2017) reiterating that eradicating poverty was the greatest global 
challenge facing the world.   
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/476/07/PDF/N0747607.pdf?OpenElement  English 
only  
 
Reality Check On September 25, 2009 the “G-20 leaders have focused on issues such as bonuses and 
compensation and not on the needs of the 1.4 billion people living on less than $1.25 per day whose 
very lives are threatened by the economic crisis.” 
 
Let us pray! Let us act!  with creative audacity, making a prophetic and radical response to the situation 
of Global Poverty? 
  
“…Let us humbly acknowledge our arrogance …  
              let us make reparation through  
                       sharing our resources wherever needed.   
Let us embrace self-sacrifice over greed,   
     and co-operation over competition.”        Lumen Christi…Holy Wisdom   Journey to Awakening 
                                                                                       Nan C. Merrill 
 


