
The Alay Kapwa co-operative in 
the Philippines is an organization 
founded by the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd in 1984 to provide income-
generating opportunities for families 
facing tremendous poverty and a lack 
of jobs.  

In one project, women are making 
bags from discarded phonebooks. They 
produce beautiful and unique bags by 
cutting the phonebooks into strips, 
weaving them together and shaping 
them around boxes.  

Jeanie Llamado, who has worked 
at the project since 1995, said that, 
“being an artisan of Alay Kapwa really 
makes me proud together with my fam-

ily because it 
proves that with 
hard work, pa-
tience, and re-
spect, one can suc-
ceed in her own 
way. With our or-
ganization, I can 
always feel that 
everything is 
equal and fair.”  

Nine years 
ago, the women in 
General Trias, where the project started, 
shared their knowledge of basket weav-
ing with women working with Alay 
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Sign Up for our 

Email List! 
Don't miss out on any  

HCJ news   
 

HCJ will be mailing one 
printed newsletter a year—in 
the fall. Our spring newsletter 
will be sent electronically. 
Please return the enclosed 
envelope or email us at 
hcj@handcraftingjustice.org  
with your name and email  
address so that we can add  
you to our list. 

OUR MISSION  
HandCrafting Justice is a not-
for-profit, fair trade, eco-
nomic justice project, work-
ing in partnership with 
women in developing coun-
tries. We provide opportuni-
ties for economic and social 
transformation by marketing 
handcrafts and raising aware-
ness about the root causes of 
poverty, gender inequality 
and social issues. We are 
united with each other in 
working toward empower-
ment, hope and justice for all 
peoples. 

 In the Bag: Recycled Bags in the Philippines & NYC  

Antaimoro Paper: THE ART OF PAPERMAKING IN MADAGASCAR 

The tradition of Antaimoro pa-
permaking can be traced back to the 
seventh century when a boat coming 

from Arabia was 
s h i p w r e c k e d 
close to the 
southeast coast of 
Madagascar. The 
people of the 
Antaimoro tribe 
welcomed the 
s h i p w r e c k e d 
victims warmly 
and the latter, 
unable to return 
to their home-

land, decided to settle in the area. 
To make copies of the Koran, the 

new settlers needed paper. They al-
ready knew how to make paper and so 
they looked for a plant which they 
could use for this purpose. They 
found the wild Avoha tree that had 
fibres even stronger than the plants 
they were accustomed to. This permit-
ted them to make the paper they 
needed to copy their sacred writings. 

Until the early twentieth century, 
Antaimoro paper was used exclu-
sively by the Ombiasa—the healers 
and the witches—to make charms or 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Olga with Avoha pulp 

The finished product 



   From the Director’s Desk  MAUREEN MCGOWAN, RGS 

H a n d C r a f t i n g  J u s t i c e  S p r i n g  2 0 1 0  

Transitions are the current reality for HandCrafting Justice. We have bid 
goodbye to Rebecca Dahl as she assumes a new position at the Columbia 
University School of Business and have welcomed Simran Sachdev as our 
Operations and Marketing Manager. We are also thrilled to have two new 
staff roles: Anna Gannon is our new Wholesale Manager and Lauren Liburd 
will oversee our inventory system. 

In this edition of our newsletter we are proud to focus on the environ-
mentally friendly products from two of our many partners. The handmade 
paper from our partners in Madagascar not only keeps an ancient tradition 
alive but respects the earth by using natural fibres. In the Philippines our part-
ners at Alay Kapwa use recycled phone books cut into strips, woven and 
shaped around boxes. Use of the discarded materials generates an alternative 
source of community income while also cleaning the local slums in Manila. 

HCJ is proud to support the Good Shepherd Volunteer, Magdalena 
Mazurek, who will be volunteering in Malaysia this coming year. We are de-
lighted that her experience at HCJ has inspired her to give another year of 
service to the mission of Good Shepherd that will strengthen the lives of chil-
dren and families internationally. 

Let me use this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support. Our 
success this year, despite the challenging economy, has been a tribute to your 
care and support of our mission for economic justice. 

 
 Peace, 

 Maureen 
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Get InvolvedGet InvolvedGet InvolvedGet Involved    
    

 

Host a Sale Host a Sale Host a Sale Host a Sale     
Spread the mission of Fair 
Trade in your home, at 
your women’s group, 
church or business. 

    
Shop Online Shop Online Shop Online Shop Online     
Toys · Home Decor · Bags  
Cards & Gifts · Indigenous 
Art · Pottery · Clothing & 
Accessories ·  Holiday 

  Donate Donate Donate Donate     
Your donations support the 
sustainability of our part-
nerships around the world. 

    
Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer     
Share your time and skills 
in a variety of ways. See 
our website or contact us. 

    
    

 

Available OnlineAvailable OnlineAvailable OnlineAvailable Online  

ArtisansArtisansArtisansArtisans        Argentina | Bolivia | Chile | Colombia | Ecuador | Ethiopia | Haiti | India | Indonesia | Kenya    

A recent article in the New York 
Times entitled, “At 40, Earth Day is 
Now Big Business” prompts us to 
reflect on the commercialization of 
the green movement. Today more 
and more environmentally conscious 
consumers are seeking out eco-
friendly goods.  

In March, Handcrafting Justice 
experienced this trend firsthand at the 
Boston Gift Show. Wholesale 
customers were most interested, by 
far, in products that had an ecological 
theme.  Whether products were made 
from recycled materials or created 
from natural fibers, everything green 
was a hit! Our recycled telephone 
directory bags from Alay Kapwa  

caught the eye of a Verizon represen-
tative, and our hemp pillow cases and 
Haitian reed baskets were also 
popular. 

While this is a praiseworthy 
trend, it is important that customers 
educate themselves on the origins 
and impacts of the products they buy. 
Just because something is marketed 
as green, doesn’t mean that it is. Find 
out! In the case of fair trade products, 
transparency and accountability are 
hallmark traits. As long as customers 
insist on these qualities, they will be 
the most powerful force in ensuring 
that businesses focus on production 
that is good for the planet as well as 
for people.  

Wholesale Customers Go Green 
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             Madagascar | Mexico | Paraguay | Peru | Philippines | Senegal | Sri Lanka | Thailand | Uruguay  

� 

Antaimoro Paper: CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Fair Trade Uniforms is now available to a 
broader audience. While traditionally our target 
client has been schools, we would really like to work 
with clubs, sports teams and more! In this way, we 
can spread the message of fair trade to even more 
groups while providing work for our partners 
throughout the year.   

To this end, we are proud to present our “Fair 
Trade Uniforms 2010 Catalog.” This catalog includes 
some of our most tried and true ready-to-wear 
items. The polos, tee-shirts, and other products 

featured come in standard sizes 
and a variety of colors. In addi-
tion, we can embroider or screen-
print your logo to personalize the 
item! Minimum orders are only 
100 pieces! We hope this smaller 
minimum order will encourage 
others to consider FTU for their 
apparel needs. To receive an 
electronic catalog, please email: 
info@fairtradeuniforms.org.  

FTU: Beyond School Uniforms 

for copying sacred writings. 
In 1936, a young French planter, attracted by the 

beauty and the originality of this papyrus, began to 
search for how this paper was made. Up to that time, 
the method had been kept secret. He improved on the 
method but made sure to preserve the essential quali-
ties of this handmade paper. Since the beginning, this 
paper has been entirely made by hand following the 
ancient methods used in Arabia and in Egypt. 

The Centre Fihavanana produces beautiful 

cards, gift bags and albums 
made from Antaimoro 
paper. Olga, the woman 
who makes the paper, was 
abandoned by her husband 
when her two children 
were still very young. 
Luckily, her husband had 
taught her how to make 
this paper. She began to 
sell her product to the 
Centre for their card pro-
duction. 

All of the work to make the paper is done stand-
ing. One batch of the Avoha mixture can make 200 
sheets of paper for normal cards, one album, or 50 
gift bags. The entire process, from the boiling of the 
fibres to the completion of the product, takes about 
four days.  

To make the cards, once the paper is ready, the 
embroidery takes about an hour and then it has be 
washed and ironed. Then the paper is cut and pasted. 
The work is done in an assembly line. One woman 
makes the paper, another does the embroidery, an-
other washes and irons and the last cuts and pastes. 

Papermaking allowed Olga to earn a living, help 
her family and begin a little grocery shop. When she 
receives an order she makes the paper. If not, she 
works in her shop. She was also able to renovate her 
home. Her daughter now works with her to make the 
paper for the albums and the gift bags. 

(Continued from page 1) 

1st The Avoha fibres are stripped from the plant. 

2nd The fibres are boiled for a day and then crushed 
until they becomes a smooth and homogenous  

mixture. 

3rd This paste is spread out on frames made of can-

vas and at least 20 buckets of water are poured 

over it. 

4th The sheets are left for two hours (if the weather 
is good) until the water is drained. More time is 

needed in bad weather. 

5th The sheets are then removed and left to dry a 

day or so according to the weather. 

Steps for making paper: 

A finished card 



Kapwa in differ-
ent areas so that 
these women 
might bring an in-
come-generating 
project into their 
own communi-
ties. Two women 
from Paliparan 
were able to 
spend three days 

in General Trias watching and learning the art of basket 
weaving from the women there.  

Learning to make baskets was not easy and three 
days were not sufficient for them to gain the skills 
needed to produce quality baskets of their own. One of 
the women, Wennie Bongabong, said that she contin-
ued to train herself during her free time at home, be-
cause she was determined to help her husband support 
their family. Her husband, like many men in her com-
munity, was a construction worker, a job that paid only 
meager wages.  

The women’s hard work paid off. In 2009, the in-
come-generating basket project in Paliparan had ex-
panded to include fifteen regular 
workers. Wennie has also been able 
to help put several of her children 
through college with the income she 
earns through the project. 

For these projects to continue to 
grow, orders for the bags are neces-
sary. HandCrafting Justice works to 
provide a market in the United 
States for Alay Kapwa’s recycled 
products, which they have expanded 
to include bags made out of recycled 
chip bags and juice bags and jewelry 
made from recycled magazines.  

This winter, the phonebook 
bags were displayed in an exhibit in 
New York entitled “In the Bag: The 
Art & Politics of the Reusable Bag Movement.” The 
show’s aim was to address the problems caused by the 
over-consumption of plastic bags by celebrating the 
growth of plastic bag alternatives. 

Part of the show was composed of sobering pic-

tures of plastic bags floating in otherwise beautiful un-
derwater scenes and staggering facts about the con-
sumption of plastic bags. For example, over one mil-
lion plastic bags are used per minute in the world, 
equaling a total of 1.2 trillion bags used each year. 
These bags are then left to 
contaminate the soil, wa-
terways and oceans, since 
plastic breaks down into 
small, toxic particles when 
it decomposes. Juxtaposed 
with these grim realities 
are the inspiring stories of 
towns that have banned 
plastic bags and displays of 
reusable bags from design-
ers and co-ops around the 
world. Many of these bags, 
like those produced by 
Alay Kapwa, are made 
with a variety of recycled 
materials for added envi-
ronmental benefit. 

Meanwhile, in the 
Philippines, what started as 

a few women working to support 
themselves and their families by 
finding creative ways to reuse the 
abundance of waste around them, 
has come very far. These bags have 
crossed oceans and have joined a 
movement to help the planet. Sev-
eral of them were artfully displayed 
alongside works of professional de-
signers in a sleek, modern building 
with a stunning view of the Manhat-
tan skyline. However, the most im-
portant aspect of Alay Kapwa’s bags 
is still the women who make them. 
An increase in popularity in the 
United States means more orders for 
the Philippines, and more women 

who will be able to earn an income from crafting these 
wonderful bags. According to Wennie, “the artisans 
here feel great because they not only help their family 
in their financial needs but because they know that we 
help the environment as well.” 

(Continued from page 1) 
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  In the Bag:    CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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Weaving the bag 

Alay Kapwa bags on display 

The raw material 
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 HCJ SALES REPS 

California (Los Angeles)   

Sr. Anne Kelley, rgsla1@aol.com 
 

Colorado (Denver)  Claudia  

Giannetti, cgaucho9@hotmail.com  
 

Maine  Elaine Hollywood,   

tombeth@hotmail.com  

 

Maryland  Marilyn Riffkin,  

mriffkin@gsadvocacy.org and Gayle 

Lwanga, glwanga@gsadvocay.org 

Massachusetts (Boston) Lynda 
DeMinico, mariadroste@ verizon.net; 
Tisi Farrar, tisilev33@ comcast.net 
 

Massachusetts (Western)  Nancy 
Strycharz, charz@rcn.com  
 

Minnesota (St. Paul)  Sr. Patricia Marie 
Thomas, pmarie5100@aol.com  
 

Missouri (St. Louis)  Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd (314) 381-3400 

New Jersey  Meg Kelley,  

mkelly84@gmail.com  
 

Ohio (Columbus)   
Sr. Rose Kern, srrose3@juno.com  
 

Pennsylvania  Sr. Pauline Bilbrough, 
srmpbrgs@aol.com; Peggy Campel-
lone, pcampellone@coraservices.org  
 

Washington DC  Rebecca Sutton,  

rebeccajsutton@yahoo.com 

Magdalena Moves to Malaysia:    HCJ Volunteer to Serve in Asia   

Dear HCJ Supporters, 
As a Good Shepherd Volunteer these past nine 

months, I’ve learned a lot, to say the least! In addi-
tion to all the practical skills I’ve acquired during my 
year of service at Handcrafting Justice, I’ve also 
gained a deeper understanding as to the challenges 
and struggles faced by marginalized women and 
children around the world. In communicating with 

our partners, 
attending the 
United Nation’s 
Commission on 
the Status of 
Women,  and 
speaking with the 
Sisters from New 
York as well as 

those visiting from abroad, I realized that develop-
ment work is something I want to pursue in the long 
term. While I was reflecting, Good Shepherd Volun-
teers (GSV) was restructuring its international 
program, and I felt that this was a unique opportunity 
for me to experience this type of work firsthand.  

This time next year, I plan to be serving in 
Malaysia. The projects in Sabah, Eastern Malaysia, 
focus on education. The most important thing I’ve 
learned this year is that education, both formal and 
skill-based, is the key to the eradication of poverty. 
In this rural part of Malaysia, children from some 
villages would have to walk anywhere between two 
to four hours one way to get to school if it was not 

for the hostel that the Sisters established for them as 
a home-away-from home. In addition, the community 
supports a Rural Training centre, which offers 
facilities and opportunities for education and training 
as well as other community development projects. 

I feel incredibly privileged and excited to help 
contribute to the success of these projects. Interna-
tional GSVs are asked to raise $4,000 that will go 
towards their placement project and the administra-
tive and logistical costs of sending a volunteer 
abroad.  

You can learn more about this amazing project 
at http://www.pkgs.org.my/ 

  
 Thank you for your consideration! 

 Magdalena Mazurek  

25-30 21st Ave.  |   Astoria, NY 11105     

Email  hcj@handcraftingjustice.org 

Phone  718.204.0909   Fax  718.777.1928 

Wholesale  christine@handcraftingjustice.org 

Web  www.handcraftingjustice.org 

Are you able to donate? 

HCJ supports your generous gift to Magdalena Mazurek. 
This incredible opportunity for Magdalena to share her gifts 
with the people of Malaysia will be made possible by your 
kind donations! 
 

Donations can be made online at: 

www.goodshepherdvolunteers.org 
 

Or you can send a check to: 

Good Shepherd Volunteers 

P.O. Box 95000-3215 

Philadelphia, PA 19195-0001 

(Please write “Magdalena” in the memo) 


