
17 October, International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

Through resolution A/RES/47/196 adopted on 22 
December 1992, the General Assembly declared 17 
October as the International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty and invited all States to 
devote the Day to presenting and promoting, as 
appropriate in the national context, concrete 
activities with regard to the eradication of poverty 
and destitution.  

The theme this year is "From Poverty to 
Decent Work: bridging the gap". 

The 2010 International Day for the Eradication 
of Poverty comes at a time when people living 
in poverty and informal sector workers are even 
more uncertain about employment stability, 
working conditions, training opportunities and 
the availability of social protection. According 
to the International Labour Organization 
(ILO), the share of workers in vulnerable 
employment worldwide is estimated to reach 
more than 1.5 billion, equivalent to over half 
(50.6%) of the world’s working population.  

    

With attention focused on the start of the 
International Year of Youth, young people are 
known to be particularly affected. The ILO 
found that the global unemployment rate 
reached 6.6% in 2009, up 0.9% from 2007, 
while the global youth unemployment rate rose 
from 11.8% in 2007 to 13.4% in 2009, with 
wide regional variations. The Second United 
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 
(2008-2017), with the theme of "Full 
employment and decent work for all", is an 
important framework for action through which 
Member States and the United Nations system 
can effectively address the global priorities of 
employment and decent work for poverty 
eradication. 

The main observance will endeavour to 
illustrate ways in which access to decent work 
and opportunities for learning and training can 
be developed with people in poverty, taking 
into account the existing efforts and 
experiences of youth, their families, and those 
working in the informal sector. Testimonies will 
highlight the need to support initiatives and 
programmes which are participatory and rights-
based, creating a dialogue among different 
partners (families, workers, social services and 
employers). New approaches which overcome 
exclusion and are environmentally, socially and 
economically advantageous will be highlighted. 

               

 

 



17 October, International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

Secretary-General's Message on the 
International Day for the Eradication 
of Poverty 2010 
 
This year’s observance of the International Day 
for the Eradication of Poverty focuses on 
decent work, meaningful employment, and 
income-generating livelihoods. In a word: jobs.  
Decent and productive work is one of the most 
effective ways to fight poverty and build self-
sufficiency. 
  
Yet today, more than half the world’s working 
population is in vulnerable employment. They 
lack formal work arrangements and social 
security, and often earn too little to provide for 
their families, let alone climb the ladder of 
economic opportunity. The global economic 
crisis has further pushed an estimated 64 
million into poverty and unemployment is up 
by more than 30 million since 2007. 
 
How can we bridge the gap from poverty to 
decent work? By investing in economic and 
social policies that foster job creation; 
promoting decent labour conditions and 
deepening social protection systems. Access to 
education, public health and job training is also 
essential.  
 
We must also put a special emphasis on youth 
employment. Young people are three times 
more likely to be unemployed than adults. Last 
year, more than 81 million young people were 
unemployed, the highest on record. One of the 
best ways for youth to see a future of hope is 
through the prism of a decent job. 
 
Last month at the Millennium Development 
Goals Summit in New York, world leaders 
agreed on an action agenda to intensify the 
global poverty fight. Despite encouraging 
advances in many corners of the globe, 
hundreds of millions of people still live in 
appalling conditions, lacking even the most 
basic services. Addressing the global jobs crisis 
is central to changing this picture – to defeating 
poverty, strengthening economies and building 

peaceful and stable societies. 
Widespread economic uncertainty and fiscal 
austerity should not be excuses to do less. 
Rather, they are reasons to do more. 
 
On this International Day for the Eradication 
of Poverty, let us hear the voices of the poor 
and strive to expand job opportunities and safe 
working conditions everywhere. 
 
Let us work for a world of decent work for all.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

We will spare no effort to free our fellow 
men, women and children from the abject 
and dehumanizing conditions of extreme 
poverty, to which more than a billion of 

them are currently subjected. We are 
committed to making the right to 

development 
a reality for everyone and to freeing 

the entire human race from want. 
—Millennium Declaration— 

 

Link: 
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/social/intldays

/IntlDay/2010.html    
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