
Prayer for the Roma People* On the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence  

   Discrimination against the Roma People.   

Why did I choose this theme? There are a 
few reasons: First, the pastoral letter of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Geneva: Reflection 
and discussion "Roma in Geneva: A Time for 
sharing and Exchange"  

Second, the Sisters in Hungary prepared and 
submitted an alternative report for the 
Universal Periodic Review at the UN on May 
11, 2011. They wrote about their experiences 
with the Roma People. And thirdly, the 
situation of the Roma people was the subject 
of a meeting at the Palais des Nations in 
Geneva where there was an exhibition by 
Roma artists. 

In Geneva the Roma population is faced a ban on begging in 2008. The Geneva 
authorities estimate that between 40 and 150 Roma live ont the streets seasonally. 
Many parishes host them regularly. On October 7, about 300 people accepted the 
invitation to an evening devoted to Roma in Geneva. Bishop Pierre Farine, auxiliary 
bishop, an anthropologist and. a lawyer were guest speakers. The interaction with the 
Roma People was the highlight of the evening. For the first time, the Roma People were 
allowed to speak in public in Geneva. The sharing of music, dance and traditional dishes 
touched everyone’s heart. 

Our sisters from Hungary wrote in their report: 3% of the total population are Roma. 
They are the minority most affected by discrimination. In everyday life, the Roma 
continue to face unacceptably high rates of unemployment and are discriminated 
against in access to employment. Rules and practice are, implemented by local 
authorities, depriving Roma families access to social housing and their children are 
victims of segregation in schools. This has a devastating effect on their grades and 
limits their prospects in making life choices and employment. There is also a lot of 
discrimination against women, even though Hungary has signed the CEDAW Convention. 

Gyöngyösoroszi is a small village located 80 kms from Budapest, where the Sisters of 
the Good Shepherd work. In this village, the largest percentage of the population are 
Roma. Within this population a major gap exists in education and training. 

Four sisters live in this village. They are trying to help young girls with their education 
and training in a social center center. The house is equipped to annually accommodate 
20 youth between the ages of 11 and 17 years. In this house the girls receive tutoring 
and good nutrition. The Sisters also contact their families to better understand their 

 



economic and social situation, which is sometimes desperate. Women and girls in 
general, and the Roma in particular, are often victims of multiple forms of 
discrimination based on sex, ethnicity or culture and socioeconomic status. 

These children have many difficulties in school resulting in, a lot of absenteeism. In 
fact, parents lose interest in sending their children to school resulting in the fact that 
women and girls are disadvantaged for life. Many adults, especially women are illiterate 
with devasting consequences. Women and girls remain vulnerable and are marginalized, 
they are discriminated against in every area, education, health, housing, employment, 
economically, publically and in political life. The Good Shepherd Sisters witness these 
discriminations in the various ministries they perform in Budapest and Gyöngyösoroszi. 

The Sisters of the Good Shepherd know the statue "Virgin Mother" by Jean Eudes, the 
one he always carried on his mission.  
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You can see it in the small chapel at the Sisters of Our 
Lady of Charity in Caen.  

What a surprise and joy for me when I discovered 
another "Virgin Mother" in the Roma artists exhibition! 
Here it is! (I'm sorry, the picture is not very clear I took 
it with my cellphone.) 

I invite you to pray a personal prayer to the Virgin 
Mother or to pray in common John Eudes greetings to 
Mary  as is our Saturday tradition. 

Roma*(or Rom):  is a term that means "accomplished man and 
married into the community."  This term was adopted by the 
International Romani Union (IRU) to designate a group of 
people having a common Indian origin whose initial languages are 
from the north-west of the Indian subcontinent. Minority 
groups have been known by many names living between India, 
Europe and even the Americas. 

Present in Europe from the eleventh century the Roma People 
form a minority group of the twenty-first century and are "the 
most important in terms of numbers". Since 1971, the Roma 
community has iths own flag. 


