
 

APRIL MONTHLY PRAYER 
April 22: Earth Day 

Initial Prayer: 
Creator God, we place ourselves in your presence. We recognize our need for You. We 
give thanks for life, for our sisters and brothers. Thank you for each of your creatures, 

for the beauty of nature, the sound of the sea, the song of the birds, the whisper of the 
wind, the immensity of the sky. Everything is good. Everything has come from your 

hands. Forgive us, because we don't always respect your love and life plan. Our 
selfishness overshadows your designs. Have compassion for us and transform our 
hearts. 
 
SONG: "All that breathes praise God." https://youtu.be/974Wx9EwIJM  
 
Mother Earth Day 
In 2009, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed April 22 as International 
Mother Earth Day. In doing so, the Member States recognized that the Earth and its 
ecosystems are our common home and expressed their conviction that it is necessary to 

promote harmony with nature to achieve a fair balance between the economic, social 
and environmental needs of present and future generations. 

 
Biodiversity loss, desertification, climate change, and the disruption of a number of 

natural cycles are among the costs of our disregard for nature and the integrity of its 
ecosystems and life-sustaining processes. Since the industrial revolution, nature has 
been treated as a commodity that exists largely for the benefit of people, and 
environmental problems have been seen as solvable through the use of technology. 
 

To meet the basic needs of a growing population within the limits of the Earth's finite 
resources, it is necessary to devise a more sustainable model for production, 

consumption and the economy as a whole. Envisioning a new world will require a new 
relationship with each other to ensure the very existence of humanity and with the very 

existence of humanity. 
 

  

https://youtu.be/974Wx9EwIJM


 

Laudato Si 
Pope Francis in 2015 gave us a document where he puts the care of our common home, 
Mother Earth at the center of reflection and concern. As we know the name is due to 
the beginning of the song of the creatures of St Francis: Praised be my Creator: "Laudato 
Si.” In that beautiful song, Pope Francis reminded us that our common home is also like 
a sister, with whom we share existence, and like a beautiful mother who welcomes us 
into her arms. 
 

Pope Francis reminds us: “This sister cries out for the damage we caused her due to the 
irresponsible use and abuse of the goods that God has placed in her. We have grown up 

thinking that we were its owners and rulers, authorized to plunder her. The violence 
that exists in the human heart, wounded by sin, is also manifested in the symptoms of 

disease that we notice on the ground, in the water, in the air, and in living beings. For 
this reason, among the most abandoned and mistreated poor, is our oppressed and 

devastated land, which "groans and travails" (Rom. 8:22). We forget that we ourselves 
are earth (cf. Gen. 2,7). Our own body is made up of the elements of the planet, its air is 
what gives us breath and its water vivify and restores us. 

 
We pray together from Laudato Si 87: 

“When we become aware of the reflection of God that exists in everything that exists, 
the heart experiences the desire to adore God for all God’s creatures and together 

with them, as expressed in the precious hymn of Saint Francis of Assisi: 
 

"Praise you, my Creator, 
with all your creatures, 

especially brother sun, 
for whom you give us the day and enlighten us. 

And it is beautiful and radiant with great splendor, 
from you, O Holy One, it carries significance. 
Praise you, my Creator, 
for sister moon and stars, 
in heaven you formed them clear and precious, and beautiful. 

Praise you, my Creator, for brother wind 
and through the air, and the cloud and the serene sky, 

and all the time, 
for all of them you give sustenance to your creatures. 

Praise be to you, my Creator, through Sister Water, 
which is very humble, and precious and chaste. 
Praise be to you, my Creator, through brother fire, 
by which you light up the night, 

and it is beautiful, and happy and vigorous, and strong”. 
 
  



 

It will be good to ask ourselves again: 
1) Am I aware that nature is our sister, a mother who welcomes us and supports us 

in our daily lives? 
2) Am I able to perceive the reflection of God in everything that exists, and thus 

experience in my heart the desire to adore the Creator for all his creatures and 
together with them? 

3) What concrete gestures can we carry out in my community, family, group to 
build a new relationship of care and protection with Mother Earth? 

 
FINAL PRAYER: Prayer for our land 

O Holy One, you are present throughout the universe and in the smallest of your 
creatures. 

You, who surround with your tenderness everything that exists, 
pour out in us the strength of your love 

so that we take care of life and 
beauty. 
Fill us with peace, so that we may 

live as brothers and sisters 
without harming anyone. 

God of the poor 
help us rescue 

the abandoned and forgotten of 
this earth to recognize that we are 

deeply united 
with all creatures 

on our way to your infinite light.  
Thank you because you are with us 

every day. 
Please encourage us in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace. 
Amen. 
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