
 

Prayer for August 2022  

 

 
In this context, the objective of this year’s International Youth Day theme, 

Intergenerational solidarity: Creating a World for All Ages, is to amplify the message 

that action is needed across all generations to achieve the SDGs and leave no one behind. 

 

International Youth Day was initiated by the UN in 1999.   There are almost 2 billion youth across 

the world ages 10 to 24.  Unfortunately, almost half live in war-torn areas.  Also, many of today’s 

youth do not have access to education, healthcare, jobs, and opportunity.  Many we know are 

engaged in child labor – that is youth between 10 and 18 years of age.    

 

Praying to End Child and Youth Labor 

 

 
➢ Opening Prayer 

 

We are blessed by God’s grace to come together to think about our world, and to pray for each 

other. The world needs human good will. When Jesus lived among the people His heart was always 

open to connect with the people and the children. Let us thank our Shepherd God, for the 

opportunity we have received to gather together, let us ask our Shepherd God to disrupt us in our 

comfort. Help us to see the realities of the world today especially as they impact on children and 

youth and respond with our full hearts. 

 

➢ Reading: Mark: 10:1 3-16 

 

13.People were bringing little children to Jesus, for him to touch them. The disciples scolded 

them, 14.but when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 'Let the little children come 

to me; do not stop them; for it is too such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15.In truth I 

tell you, anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.' 

16. Then Jesus embraced them, laid his hands on them and gave them his blessing." 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

➢ Prayer: 

Let us take the children and youth to Jesus – the abused one, the trafficked one, the hungry one, 

the malnourished one, the child and youth in bonded labor, 

Let us take the children and youth to Jesus – as we work to ensure that they receive a good 

education 

Let us take the children and youth to Jesus as we work to end human trafficking and sexual 

exploitation 

Let us take the children and youth to Jesus as we work and advocate ensuring right based 

services for all 

Let us take the children and youth to Jesus as we seek to eradicate poverty and share generously 

Let us take the children and youth to Jesus as we pledge to end child labor by 2025 

Let us take children and youth to Jesus as we implement child safeguarding policies 

Let us allow ourselves to be disturbed by,  

The misery of our people especially children and youth  

The news we read in the news papers 

Situations we watch over the television  

 

➢ Hymn.  Beauty of Brokenness or some other appropriate Hymn  



➢ May we Become the Compassion of God in the Word  - Kathy Sherman, cj  in the 

book Awakening to Sacred Presence – Holy Mystery – Page 43  A Christmas Gift sent 

by the CLT        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scX2FSK6qFI 

 

➢ Reflection: 

 

How can we support and protect the children and youth caught in child labor? 

 

What is your province/unit doing to end child labor?  

 

➢ Final Prayer 

God of compassion, we lift up children and youth from around the world. We ask that 

you will protect them and that they will have the freedom to play, learn and enjoy their 

childhoods. We pray that you give them hopes and dreams for the future. 

 

We ask that you comfort children and youth who are currently working in dangerous jobs 

and provide them with a way out of exploitation and poverty, so they can flourish in life. 

We pray for healing for any trauma they have faced. Heal them O Holy One, we pray. 

 

We lift up to you families who are having to make desperate decisions in order to 

survive. We ask that you provide them with the tools and services they need to earn an 

income and thrive. Let there be no obstacles in the way of sending their children and 

youth to school,  O Merciful One, we pray. 

 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 

- Adapted - Agnes McGrane, Tearfund  

 

➢ Concluding Hymn: The Least of These:   Janèt Sullivan Whitaker 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=id0Pjxv2ekw  
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