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Hello friends, we hope you enjoyed your holidays and wish you a Happy and
Healthy New Year!

The Good Shepherd International Justice Peace (GSIJP) office would like to share
our mission of advocacy, where we aim to create a world permeated by God’s
love, where justice and human rights support the dignity of every girl, woman
and child. Embrace the World is a safe space to update and highlight GSIJP’s
mission of advocacy, our interactions with the United Nations (UN) and a place to
celebrate the Congregation and its Mission Partners. Happy reading!

Next newsletter will be published on April 24, 2023. 
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Upcoming Events

Past Events
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February 2023
Int'l Day of Zero Tolerance to FGM
(02/06) 
6CSocD61 (02/06 to 02/15)
Social Justice Day (02/20)
 
March 2023
CSW67 (03/06 - 03/17)
Int' Women's Day (03/08)
World Water Day (03/22)

April 2023
Earth Day (04/22)
Int'l Girl in ICT Day - STEM (04/28)

May 2023
Int'l Day of Families (05/15)

Int'l Day of the Girl (10/11)
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Int'l Day for the Eradication of
Poverty (10/17)

World Children's Day (11/20)

16 Days of Activism (11/25 to 12/10)
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International Day of the Girl Recap 
by Kimberly Moloche

The end of a Chapter always brings with it moments of appreciation
and farewell and this Chapter was no exception. We bid farewell to
many members of the outgoing Congregational Leadership Team
(CLT) and especially to our liaison Zelna Oosthuizen. We are grateful
for their leadership between 2015 - 2021 and remember that they
celebrated with us the 25th Anniversary of the Founding of the GSIJP
Office on November 20th during the Chapter. Zelna led the celebThe
10th Anniversary of the International Day of the Girl (IDG) was
celebrated on the October 11, 2022. This year, GSIJP participated in
IDG via the 11 days of Action and the Girls Speak Out. 

11 Days of Action 
The 11 Days of Action is a virtual campaign that runs from October 1st
to October 11th and this year’s theme was “IDG+10: Minding the Girls’
Rights Gap-Active, Accountable Participants of IDG.” This year GSIJP
sponsored Sunday, October 9, where our girl panelists focused on
girls’ need to be at the forefront of policy decision-making in order to
produce girl-specific solutions. 

Our panel was a 30-minute live conversation in English with Good
Shepherd girl activists. Viewers will have the opportunity to interact
with the girl activists via live YouTube and Facebook chat. This 30-min
live conversation will be streamed on YouTube and Facebook at 11am
EST on October 9, 2022. 

Our panel consisted of Good Shepherd girl activists from all over the
world - Athabile, Gayathri, Susan, Christle, and Isabel. We are so
thankful for their leadership as they continue to demand for
#GirlsRightsNow!

Click here to watch Our Day 9 IDG Panel on YouTube

Girls Speak Out
The annual Day of the Girl Summit “Girls Speak Out,” took place on
October 11, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. The Girls Speak Out is a
platform for girl to participate in a hybrid townhall to advocate for
their rights.

Distinguished members of the UN community had the opportunity
to respond to the monologues and questions put forth by girls, and
speak to how the United Nations can support girls’ call for
accountability in ensuring girls’ rights.

Good Shepherd was delighted to learn that Vivian a Good Shepherd
student from Latin America had been selected to speak and advocate
for girls at the Speak Out. We appreciate Vivian’s strength, poise,
participation and sharing of her thoughts, actions, and dreams with
the world. Her speech was inspiring and well received - Bravo Vivian! 

Click here to watch Vivian's speech on YouTube and the response of
Karin Hushof, UNICEF Deputy Executive Director for Partnerships.
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https://youtu.be/c4hoclZI1Eo
https://youtu.be/bkfOkbzYQHg


Girl Leadership Does Not Stop Here, Ten years of IDG down, decades more to follow
by Isabel, Student at St. Bridget’s School in the Philippines 
 
Growing up in what was once an all-girls school meant that I quickly learned “because you’re a girl” is a lie. My
schoolmates and I are fueled with the belief that we can do and be anything we want; and our school, for the most part,
did not contradict that. Growing up, however, also means that you get to know life outside of home and school, and the
realization that not everyone shares such an important belief and that sends you into a rude awakening. History and
society aren’t known to be kind to women – more so to girls, we are more vulnerable by virtue of being younger and
dependent on others. The good thing is that changing times have finally recognized the plight of girls and women, and
are concerned about bringing justice. 
               
In 1995, 189 countries were represented in the Fourth World Conference on Women and adopted the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action, which is a framework focusing on twelve areas of concern to improve on rights of women for
women. One of these areas was allotted for the girl child, making it the first document of agreed conclusions that
specifically calls out for girls’ rights. This paved the way for the International Day of the Girl Child (IDG). October marks the
annual commemoration of IDG – a call to action for more attention to girl-specific issues and a chance to spotlight girls’
voices as we talk about our needs. As young people continue to get involved in issues that concern them, it should not
come as a surprise that girls continue to occupy and demand spaces in advocacy and leadership. Pre-existing problems
like gender-based violence and period poverty still remain, while the turn of the 2020s marked the dawn of COVID-19, the
worsening of the climate crisis, and an increasingly digital era. It is fitting then, that such problems and their impact drive
girls into speaking up.

2022 was special because it marked ten years of IDG. With all the work that has been done, where do we stand at the
milestone of a decade? The Religious of the Good Shepherd is among many non-government organizations to advocate
for girls’ rights and had the privilege of sponsoring Day 9 of Day of the Girl Summit’s 11 Days of Action. It was a half-hour
panel with the theme, “Girls at the forefront of policy-making decisions for girl-specific solutions.” The past ten years, we
saw girls stepping up to demand their rights, whether it’s organizing events, making art, or lobbying for their own
interests. As a student and a girl advocate from a Good Shepherd school, I was able to do such things, and I had the
honor of moderating this panel. Through this, I met girls from other countries; all of whom are not yet done growing up,
but already have so much to do and say. As we shared bits and pieces of our own stories, our goal was to say, “We are
here, please listen and act.”

Athabile (15) from South Africa, spoke from a place of love and loss. She lost her mother to gender-based violence and has
since been driven to turn her grief, not just into her poetry, but also advocacy. On behalf of her fellow South African girls,
Athabile spoke about how gender-based violence drives girls into depression–and even suicide–because of the way men
treat them. She believes that girls, as targets and survivors of GBV, have the right to inform policy-making decisions
regarding this issue, stating, 

“If we girls were in such positions, the impact would be great; the cycle of abuse would be broken, girls would become more educated
and would be able to advocate for others and inform policymakers about girl-specific solutions thus, ending the cycle of violence.”

In a society that is unfair and unkind to women and girls, Athabile speaks up in hopes that girls can be accepted with all
their capabilities, and that they may be free to live their lives without the fear of being targeted.
 
Gayathri (15) overcame challenges just to be able to speak at this panel and call for more opportunities for girls in
Malaysia. Language barriers and threats to her safety did not deter her from speaking on behalf of her fellow Malaysian
girls. She hopes that if her country gives girls opportunities, they will grow to learn and achieve as much as their male
counterparts can. When I asked her what a community that gives girls opportunities would look like, she responded,
“There will be no limit to what girls can achieve because we are free to be ourselves and we know our rights. Girls would
not be intimidated by anything and will believe that they have the strength and ability to do anything.” Gayathri’s dream
is to become a counselor. How wonderful and fitting it is that the girl who wants more for her fellow girls also wants to be
the one who will guide them.
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Girl Leadership Does Not Stop Here, continued...
 
Christle (18) manages to make it to our meetings and to the panel, despite power cuts in Sri Lanka. In the face of the socio-
economic and political crises her country faces, she turns both to music and leadership as forms of advocacy. This half-time
is far from her first rodeo, as I’ve had the pleasure of working with her in other girl-led Asia-Pacific events. Her dedication to
the cause of empowering her fellow girls is something worth admiring. She shared that rising gas prices have led girls to
switch to public transportation, even though it makes them more vulnerable to different threats. Power cuts and loss of
educational facilities have disrupted learning, while shortages of sanitary and safety equipment, as well as poverty in
general, continue to be issues they have to deal with. Christle ended her segment with this statement: “In an age where we
fight for our rights and request our lead in the forefront, we as Sri Lankans are finding it tough to carry out basic
requirements, which is a major drawback to our society. So I now voice my concerns and we as one community hope that
we, girls, can take the lead at the forefront in decision making, despite concerns that exist.” 

Susan (16), bright and passionate, has many big ideas. She shared that India has a long way to go before achieving gender
equality, talking about the cultural belief that sons are assets while daughters are seen as burdens. She also shared
something she learned in conversation with a friend: period poverty still exists in some areas of India.Despite her state’s
rising economy, there are girls who don’t have access to sanitary products and proper hygiene facilities. Though there is still
work to do for girls in India to be able to say they are truly empowered, the way is already being paved, waiting for them to
join. This was evident when Susan talked about her role models, and how she aspires to follow in their footsteps. One of her
projects? Organizing a changemakers conference with more girl advocates to engage with their peers, educators, and local
officials to “incentivize the best idea for advocacy of girls’ rights.” “We hope this first step will give us the impetus to bring
more decision-makers to the table of conversation,” Susan said.

In my own time, I got to talk about the lack of quality education in the Philippines, exacerbated by the pandemic and/or
disrupted by a lack of a safe environment. It is important that quality education becomes more accessible so that more
students, especially girls, have opportunities to develop their potential. I can say for sure that girls are more than capable of
achieving their goals in an environment that lets them grow. Thus, prioritizing the quality of education and making sure
everyone gets access to it is important. Striving for environments and institutions that support and invest in children,
especially girls, allows them to reach their full potential.

IDG came into existence because girls’ rights are not fully guaranteed everywhere. As we rightfully celebrate the progress
that has already been done, we must keep in mind that a long road still lies ahead. Hearing these girls share their stories
reminds us not just of the work we still have to do, but also the girls that do the work. Athabile’s poetry, Gayathri’s dream,
Christle’s art and advocacy, Susan’s changemaker’s conference, and this panel itself are only some of the ways girls utilize
their skills to, in their own way, demand girls’ rights now. This past decade of IDG has shed a spotlight on girls’ rights and
needs through girl leaders. May the next IDG pull back the curtains and show the finale of what we are all hard at work for.
There is no such thing as utopia, but in an era that has shown how fiercely the youth cares about the future and policy,
know that we, girls, will be working hard until growing up is not synonymous with rude awakenings anymore. 
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COP 11
by Winifred Doherty 

Winifred Doherty attended in person the 11th session
of the Conference of Parties (COP), which took place
at the United Nations in Vienna, October 17th - 21st,
2022. Carol Breslin, a Medical Missionary of Mary, who
was interning at the GSIJP Office attended online.
Winifred attended the 8th and 9th Sessions, but
missed the 10th session due to the COVID-19
Pandemic. The previous sessions focused on advocacy
for a Review Mechanism to the Palermo Protocol,
which focuses on trafficking in persons but the review
mechanism covers the Convention on Crime and the
other two protocols – one on smuggling and one on
trafficking in small arms. At the end of the 9th Session
there was agreement on the review mechanism. This
11th session focused on the current situation with
experience of implementing the mechanism over two
years. The Congregation’s specific interest is in the
Trafficking in Persons Protocol and the Smuggling of
Migrant Protocol, agenda item 2 (b) and 2 (c). Winifred
was able to deliver an oral statement on Wednesday,
October 19, 2022. 

What does one say in a two-minute statement? This is
what Winifred said, “The interconnection between
trafficking and smuggling in girls, women and
children, and the multiple crises in the world
stemming from COVID- 19, the climate crisis and
conflict are heaped upon the already well know ones,
namely, poverty, inequality, gender discrimination,
patriarchy and misogyny. The term ‘crises as a risk
multiplier is very descriptive of the situation.

5

The multiple efforts to combat human trafficking and
smuggling while laudable, are insufficient as long as
systemic root causes persist - rendering people
vulnerable. Member States have the obligation to fully
implement the various international mechanisms
they have ratified to address all human rights
violations including violations of the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons
and to discourage the demand that fosters
exploitation and smuggling and leads to human
trafficking. 

All our efforts to combat human trafficking are
ineffective as long as patriarchal culture and social
norms related to men’s control of women’s sexuality
exploit with impunity. This culture, integral to the
booming commercial sex industry demeans girls and
women dignity, commercializing and objectifying the
female body. The scourges of war, forced migration,
and poverty create supply. Exploiters and the market
are so eager for this supply that even children in their
own homes are no longer safe with the explosion of
online-child-sexual exploitation. We can end human
trafficking in all its forms if Member States, legislators,
law enforcement and NGOs recognize that DEMAND
fuels this illicit industry and bankrupt the business of
human trafficking.”

The resolution affirms the commitment and work of
the Commission on the Status of Women 66th session
and the Special Rapporteur on Human Trafficking.
The resolution from the conference addressing
trafficking is aspirational and holds the line –
discourage and end demand, Articles 6 and 7 and
there is recognition of vulnerability, poverty and
gender-based. In Article 12 there is an interesting term
“a whole of route” approach calling for collaboration
across origin, transit and destination countries. Article 



COP 11 continued...
 
15 requests, “the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to conduct a study to evaluate the effectiveness of
prevention and awareness-raising campaigns against trafficking in persons in reducing the vulnerability of people to
such trafficking, in order to provide guidance to States parties.”

Much of the discussion at side events was focused on the Review Mechanism and how it is working. You can check the
status of your country using this link. The process is complex. A first step in the process is the appointment of a focal
point to coordinate across all government ministries within the country. Within the process there are constructive
dialogues that take place including with civil society. Based on experiences Winifred heard about, it is vital that NGOs
collaborate with other NGOs within the country who organize to engage with the national focal point and in the
constructive dialogues. Best examples of CSO engagement came from Pakistan and Mexico. 

We at the GSIJP Office would love to hear if you have any experiences of these processes. 
(Source: 85 RGS Anti Human Trafficking (HT) projects were individuated in 38 RGS countries/units.
 The information above are based on a total of 57 ministries (67% of total) which have provided data 2014 – 2015)

While Winifred talks policy – ending demand, ending poverty, ending gender-based discrimination and violence we at
the GSIJP Office are very aware of the multiple projects and services operated by mission partners that were collated for
the Congregational Chapter of 2015. However, we lack updated information, data or names of resources persons within
projects to present current information or speak at conferences. 
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(Source: 85 RGS Anti Human Trafficking (HT) projects were individuated in 38 RGS countries/units.
 The information above are based on a total of 57 ministries (67% of total) which have provided data 2014 – 2015)

While Winifred talks policy – ending demand, ending poverty, ending gender-based discrimination and violence we at
the GSIJP Office are very aware of the multiple projects and services operated by mission partners that were collated for
the Congregational Chapter of 2015. However, we lack updated information, data or names of resources persons within
projects to present current information or speak at conferences. 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/organized-crime/intro/review-mechanism-untoc/country-profile.html


Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC
by Ernestine Lalao

In November 2022, the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt hosted
the 27th session of the Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC (COP 27).
COP 27 was aimed to build on previous successes and pave the way for
future ambition to effectively tackle the global challenge of climate
change. While climate action has never been more urgent, the tense
geopolitical context threatens to put it on the back burner.

I, Ernestine Lalao work in the Good Shepherd International Justice Peace
office in Madagascar. I attended COP 27 with the Malagasy government
team as a representative of the Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the
Good Shepherd, which is actively involved in the fight against climate
change.

To prepare for COP 27 I attended two workshops prepared by the
Malagasy government held on August 14, 2022 and October 18, 2022.
During these workshops we discussed the progress in relation to the
commitments made by Madagascar at the end of COP26, especially
regarding the development of the NDC II (Nationally Determined
Contribution) and the NAP (National Adaptation Plan). Madagascar has
already developed these framework documents to fight against climate
change.

I implored with wealthy nations responsible for the climate crisis to
sympathize with those in developing countries who are excessively
affected by climate injustices and to agree to compensate them.
Madagascar is a country that is very affected by human-induced climate
change even though it produces few greenhouse gas emissions.
Madagascar has experienced famine, cyclones, forced displacement, and
loss of lives and livelihood due to the impact of climate change.

Embrace the World #56

@GSIJP

January 2023

https://rgs.gssweb.org

7

My experience in Sharm El-Sheikh was extraordinary. My time there was full of discoveries and knowledge about global
warming. I participated fully in many events where the Malagasy delegation: (1) defended Madagascar's interests
through participation and coordination at the member and coalition levels; (2) monitored the evolution of climate
negotiations and collecting information relevant to Madagascar through the meetings of the subsidiary bodies; (3)
strengthened the visibility of Madagascar in the side events; (4) presented in the Francophonie pavilion on
"aquaponics".

During my presentation on aquaponics on the 11th of November 2022 in the Pavilion de la Francophonie, I discussed
aquaponics and how it is a self-sustaining closed-loop production system that combines aquaculture - the breeding of
fish or aquatic organisms - and hydroponics - the cultivation of plants on a nutrient-enriched waterbed - in fresh water.
In this type of aquaponics system, wastewater from aquaculture is not discharged into the environment but is
redirected to the roots of the plants. The nutrients supplied to the plants are therefore from a sustainable, productive,
and non-chemical source. Aquaponics is a very effective way to contribute to the fight against food insufficiency and the
agricultural empowerment of women and girls.

My journey to COP 27 opened the door to have more international relations. I felt the common concern of all
participants about climate change and the desire of everyone for global solidarity, even if it was difficult to find
consensus. It was a unique event that made me understand more about the seriousness of global warming and the
importance of implementing the COP26 declaration.

Ernestine celebrates with Indigenous People

Ernestine with Dominican NGO Representative from NY
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consensus. It was a unique event that made me understand more about the seriousness of global warming and the
importance of implementing the COP26 declaration.

Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC continued...

During COP 27, I attended the World Leaders Segments. I was very impressed by UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres when he said that "We are on a road to climate hell with our foot on the gas…Humanity has a choice: cooperate
or perish. It is either a climate solidarity pact or a collective suicide pact.” Another impactful speaker was the Egyptian
President, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and he said, "To implement the Paris Agreement, leaders must go beyond words. The
people of the world are setting their sights on us. They want rapid implementation of real and tangible actions to
reduce emissions and build adaptive capacity and provide the necessary financing to developing countries. Shared
responsibility is essential".

COP 27 served as a reminder of the deadly impacts that climate change causes the world. Madagascar is one of the
most affected countries and I am a witness to the hardships that the Malagasy people experience. It is an urgent call
that requires solidarity and responsibility from all, starting with us and at all levels.

After long and difficult negotiations, the COP27 ended on Sunday, November 20, 2022, more than a day late. Despite
this, it preserves the essential: it reaffirms the objective of limiting global warming to +1.5 ° C compared to the
temperatures of the pre-industrial era and calls on countries to make additional efforts from 2023. It also concluded with
a landmark agreement to finance the loss and damage suffered by vulnerable countries hit hard by climate change.

It is evident that the protection of the environment and the protection of human rights are not separate issues and as
such we must continue to advocate against climate change and with those vulnerable to the issue at hand. 

On October 4, 2022, the Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin announced that the Holy See, on behalf of Vatican City
State, had joined the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), adopted in 1992, and the
Paris Agreement signed in 2015.With the Holy See's accession after 20 years, the UNFCCC almost reaches its
universalization with 198 states committed to implementation. When Cardinal Pietro Parolin addressed the gathering
on November 8th, he spoke of climate induced migration and the fact that displaced people lack access to international
protection. 

For more information click Earthbeat – Project of National Catholic Reporter, “Sisters frustrated at COP27 leaders'
ambivalence in implementing climate mitigation funds”

Ernestine meets with NGOs from NY,
including Cecile Kern

Ernestine presents with Malagasy NGOs

https://www.ncronline.org/earthbeat/politics/news/sisters-frustrated-cop27-leaders-ambivalence-implementing-climate
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consensus. It was a unique event that made me understand more about the seriousness of global warming and the
importance of implementing the COP26 declaration.

The International Day of Human Rights
by Crishanthi Basil

The International Day of Human Rights is observed every year on the 10th of December. It is a reminder to all people
about the inalienable rights which everyone is entitled to as a human being.

Here in Sri Lanka, the committee of the Good Shepherd sisters continue to work towards ‘Eliminating Gender Based
Violence’ together with the GSSLJP committee organized a virtual meeting on the
 9th December 2022, for the program participants of the Single Mothers and Crisis Intervention Centers. The sisters
working in these centers were also present. 

The definition of Human Rights highlights the basic rights and freedom that belongs to every person in the world, from
birth until death. They apply regardless of where you are from, what you believe or how you choose to live your life.'

As a nation we are aware of numerous incidents where human rights are blatantly violated at micro and macro levels.
The program participants residing in our centers are sadly victims of such violations. Like all people they are entitled to
their right to live a decent life devoid of discrimination. We believe that these individuals need a broader knowledge
both to understand their rights as well as the available mechanisms whereby they could access justice.

The two speakers at this meeting were: Miss Himali Kularatna, attorney at law who works towards preserving the rights
and dignity of persons and Mr. Hakkani Majeed, who is a professional social worker, attorney at law and a human rights
activist. They are both involved in social activities and are rich in experiences. During the virtual meeting, the speakers
shared their knowledge and ideas regarding Human and Fundamental Rights. This was followed by a discussion and a
sharing of experiences which enlightened everyone on this topic. It is evident that the program participants being
vulnerable need to have a better understanding of their rights. An awareness of Human Rights and the mechanisms by
which justice can be accessed is of prime importance.

We are privileged to have listened to them as they shared their expertise which is indeed is an immense (appreciable)
support in our task of empowering vulnerable individuals.

Good Shepherd NZ marks International Economic Harm Awareness Day 
by Fleur Howard, Chief Executive - Good Shepherd NZ
 
Good Shepherd NZ launched its Making a difference: economic harm snapshot at an event for leaders, policymakers,
advocates and change makers to mark International Economic Harm Awareness Day. The event aimed to highlight
solutions to this form of family violence, and encourage non-profit organizations, government, and businesses to work
together to eliminate family violence in Aotearoa, New Zealand.  
 
The Minister for the Prevention of Family and Sexual Violence, Honorable Marama Davidson, spoke about the
importance of addressing economic security as a way to support women to become safe. Rachel Williams, a Family
Violence Specialist and Social Worker from Hutt Valley Women’s Refuge, told the audience that almost every single one
of her refuge clients experienced economic harm alongside other forms of violence, aligning with international research
that suggests economic harm is present in more than 90% of situations where other forms of domestic and family
violence is taking place. To help people understand the impact this has on women’s lives, one of Good Shepherd NZ’s
courageous clients shared a personal but all too common story about the economic harm she experienced in her
abusive relationship.

Good Shepherd NZ also recommended an immediate law change to recognize economic abuse as its own form of
family violence. In Aotearoa New Zealand it is currently hidden within psychological abuse in the Family Violence Act.
Good Shepherd NZ’s Head of Purpose and Impact, Nicola Eccleton, said, “Psychological abuse is devastating in its own
right but is often difficult to establish and requires its own response. Economic abuse by comparison creates a trail of
evidence. Unless we specifically address the economic and financial impacts of family violence, we can’t eliminate it.”
Click here to read national snapshot 

https://goodshepherd.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Economic-harm-national-snapshot-2022.pdf
https://goodshepherd.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Economic-harm-national-snapshot-2022.pdf
https://goodshepherd.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Economic-harm-national-snapshot-2022.pdf
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consensus. It was a unique event that made me understand more about the seriousness of global warming and the
importance of implementing the COP26 declaration.

Good Shepherd NZ marks International Economic Harm Awareness Day  continued...
Collaborating across the globe

Good Shepherd NZ also worked with organizations across the globe, including in Australia, Israel, United Kingdom,
Canada and South Africa, to launch a report that underlines how economic harm (economic abuse) is still under-
recognized as its own form of family violence.
 
The report examines developments across six countries since the beginning of 2021, in hopes of bringing more
recognition and supporting responses, laws and strategies for changemakers and leaders to implement in their own
environments.
 
It also confirms awareness, recognition and attention of economic abuse is needed to tackle family violence across the
globe. Click here to read international report

New Research Publication ‘How are the Girls’ 
by Winifred Doherty

Congratulations to GSIF on shepherding, completing
and launching a research report on 8th December 2022
entitled ‘How are the Girls?’. It is an insightful piece of
work sharing the lives and experiences of almost 3,500
girls across six countries – Ecuador, India, Kenya, Nepal,
Peru, and South Sudan. Girls with one voice are naming
experiences of stress and asking for mental health
services. 

Girls have an acute awareness of the impact of the
digital divide, and how lack of access holds them back
educationally. The search was undertaken in
collaboration with three other congregations. 
Do read the report by clicking here.

https://goodshepherd.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/International-responses-to-economic-abuse-report-2022.pdf
https://howarethegirls.gsif.it/


A Unique Experience
by Carol Breslin, MMM

Thank you for asking me to provide some feedback about my
 experience in the Good Shepherd International Justice Peace 
Office in New York.
 
As you may know, I am a Medical Missionary of Mary (MMM), 
originally from New York. I recently relocated back to the USA 
after many years overseas. I trained as a physician in Ireland 
and England and worked in Nigeria in clinical medicine. I then
 went to Ethiopia, where I was the director of a HIV program.
Sister Winifred Doherty was also based in Ethiopia at that time
and I became familiar with the work of the sisters of the Our 
Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd there. I then was assigned
to Ireland as the coordinator of our MMM Communications 
Department for several years.
 
After returning to the US, I wanted to become involved in a 
ministry in which I could use the experience and skills I have 
developed. I wanted to link this to our MMM priorities, especially 
for our Area of the Americas, which comprises Brazil and the 
USA. I mentioned my ideas to Winifred and she offered me the 
possibility of doing an internship at the United Nations in New 
York, from October to mid-December 2022.

I discussed this opportunity with our area team and they 
supported it enthusiastically. They brought up areas of special 
concern that I might focus on, such as domestic violence, the 
situation of poor women, mental health, drug addiction, 
problems affecting young people, and human trafficking. These
 issues are also related to our global MMM mission. 
 
Winifred and Kimberly made me very welcome in the GSIJP 
Office. I learned about the UN structure, and I was able to attend
meetings of the UN Third Committee, which deals with issues
related to girls and women, human rights, and cultural and 
humanitarian issues. I met members of other NGOs, especially 
those doing advocacy on issues related to girls and women, 
including at the RUN (Religious at the UN) monthly meetings. 
I helped to prepare statements in the GSIJP Office for upcoming 
conferences, which was a great way of learning the preparation
process. The International Day of the Girl was a special event, with the Girls Speak Out at the UN. 
 
Overall, I learned the meaning and importance of advocacy. Winifred and the other GSIJP staff work tirelessly to influence
policies and legal frameworks at the international level to address unjust systems and structures. Every time we attended an in-
person event, Winifred was proactive in meeting the speakers and creating opportunities for follow-up - another valuable
lesson! 
 
While it is important to be able to influence agendas at global level, the importance of advocating for justice issues more locally -
at national level – was emphasized. I valued the opportunity to attend other events on e.g. human rights, climate change, and a
town hall meeting with General Assembly President Korosi.
 
Now I plan to reflect on the experience and share it with our MMM Sisters and Associates. I would like to link the Sustainable
Development Goals to our MMM charism and ministry, especially the goals of our MMM 2021 Chapter. 

I am very grateful for the experience and thank all who made it possible.
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consensus. It was a unique event that made me understand more about the seriousness of global warming and the
importance of implementing the COP26 declaration.



Good News from the Philippines 
by Winifred Doherty 

Good News from the Philippines – Over the weekend of January 13,
2023 we had good news that Sr Elenita Belardo, RGS and her nine
companions of the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines (RMP) had
been acquitted on January 9, 2023 from the perjury charges filed by
former National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr. 

In the press release from the Religious of the Good Shepherd,
Philippines – Japan of January 15th we read, “Moving onward, as a
congregation, we re-affirm our commitment ‘to promote justice’
and to ‘help bring about change in whatever condemns others to
live a marginalized life.’ (RGS Constitutions). In the spirit of
synodality, along with fellow church workers and human rights
defenders, we continue walking with and among the poor, listening
to and including voices from the margins and holding our ground
despite threats and political repression.”

The Rural Missionaries of the Philippines have engaged for over 53
years with peasants, farm-workers, fisherfolk, and indigenous
peoples. The press release note that there are more “goliaths” to slay,
especially as they now push back against false testimony levied
against them under the Anti-Money Laundering Council. The next
hearing under the Anti-Money Laundering Council’s civil-forfeiture
proceedings is scheduled January 25, 2023 at the Manila Trial Court. 
This advocacy has been accompanied by prayer. There were 9
consecutive days of prayer preceding the January 9th hearing.
Prayer is requested to accompany Sisters and partners-in-mission in
the Philippines and the Rural Missionaries in particular as they face
the next legal battles and to remember their ministries, and the
communities where they serve.

This is truly the heart of advocacy work … it takes place in real life, its
messy, threatening and fear filled yet courageous and steadfast. It
takes flesh in the minds and hearts of the local people - peasants,
farmworkers, fisherfolk, and indigenous peoples – in this case,
people who are exploited and those who champion the people’s
right to dignity, inclusion, participation and voice. We all have a role
to play with prayer, UN Advocacy, evidence-based advocacy, and
many other expressions of this ministry in helping to bring about
change in whatever condemns another to a marginalized life. 

Sr Elenita and your companions we rejoice with you today and
pledging to support you in the days ahead as you confront the
“goliaths” that dehumanize our sisters and brothers.
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 Upcoming Events Below are upcoming events that the GSIJP office will either actively
partake and or celebrate. Any additional material or information about
the events hereunder, will follow soon – keep an eye on all
GSIJP social media platforms.

61st Session of the Commission on Social Development (CSocD)
Commission on Social Development (CSocD) will take place 6 to 15
February 2023 at the United Nations’ New York Headquarters. CSocD’s
purpose is to be the advisory body responsible for the social
development pillar of global development.

The Theme is “Inclusive and resilient recovery from COVID-19 for
sustainable livelihoods, well-being and dignity for all: eradicating poverty
and hunger in all its forms and dimensions to achieve the 2030 Agenda”

67th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)
The CSW is the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively
dedicated to the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of
women. CSW67 will take place on March 6 to March 17, 2023

CSW states that the active participation of NGOs is a critical element in
the work of the CSW. The GSIJP office is preparing to be an active
participant at the CSW67 as we focus on this year’s theme, “Innovation
and technological change, and education in the digital age for achieving
gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.” We are
preparing a virtual panel where we have invited Good Shepherd girls
from all around the globe to participate in #Tech4GenderJustice, where
we will discuss this year’s theme and how it impacts girls. The panel "Girls
and Women Impacting the Digital Revolution" will take place Friday,
March 10, 2023 at 8.00 am EST.

High-Level Political Forum 2023
The High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) will
be held from Monday, 10 July, to Wednesday, 19 July 2023, under the
auspices of the Economic and Social Council. This includes the
three-day ministerial segment of the forum from Monday, 17 July, to
Wednesday, 19 July 2023 as part of the High-level Segment of the Council.
The last day of the High-level Segment of ECOSOC will be on Thursday, 20
July 2023.

The theme will be: Accelerating the recovery from the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) and the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development at all levels”. Initial information regarding a
capacity training program has been sent to the Leaders and MDO office
in the 11 countries participating in this process where Good Shepherd is
present – Belgium, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, Democratic
Republic of Congo, France, Ireland, Portugal, Singapore and Venezuela.

In the forum, participants will be able to further discuss the effective and
inclusive recovery measures to address the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and explore
actionable policy guidance for the full implementation of the 2030
Agenda and the SDGs at all levels.
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GSIJP Twitter 

GSIJP Facebook

Good_ShepherdJP Instagram

GSIJP Youtube

GSIJP Website 

Editor’s Note: “Embrace the World” can be published thanks to each of your contributions of
articles, stories and other news concerning justice & peace issues in the world-wide Good
Shepherd community. We continue to count on you for upcoming editions of the journal. Please
share with us activities, news and events from your Units and countries. Thanks to all who have
contributed to the January 2023 issue.

Working to end poverty, human trafficking & gender-based violence Advocating with women &
girls, migrants & refugees Recognizing our interconnectedness with the whole of creation, we
seek to realize the rights of all and achieve gender equality

Journal written, edited, and prepared by Winifred Doherty and Kimberly Moloche
Contributed by Isabel, Ernestine Lalao, Crishanthi Basil, Fleur Howard, Carol Breslin

Original in English 
Translated into Spanish by Victor Carrasco 
Translated into French by: Solange H-T P

Please distribute to all communities, programs, and Good Shepherd Friends in your Unit. 
 

Thank you!
 

Click below to follow us on Social Media
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