
 

Prayer for World Social Justice Day 
February 2023 

 
 

"Our commitment to reconciliation demands that we promote justice and peace in a world 
disturbed by sin and conflict.” 

- Article 6 of the Constitution of the  
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd  

 
This is what God asked of you only this that you to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly 
with your God” Micah 6:8 quoted in Article 45 of the Constitutions 
 
Introduction 
Each year the World Day of Social Justice is commemorated on the 20th of February. The goal of 
the World Day of Social Justice is to elevate awareness about social inequality and to introduce 
people from all walks of life together across the world to eradicate poverty, sexual identity, and 
biological prejudice, lack of education and religious bigotry in order to create a more socially 
inclusive community, to promote awareness of social inequality and break down barriers based 
on gender, age, color, region, religion, tradition or disabilities. The celebration promotes 
international efforts to find sustainable solutions, growth, alleviating poverty, sexual equality, 
decent work and economic growth, social welfare, and universal availability of social well-being 
and equality for everyone.  
 
Opening Prayer:  
May the God of Abundance grant us the wisdom of Christ to practice justice and the grace of 
the Holy Spirit to make us attentive in responding to emerging needs of our present-day society.  
Almighty God, you have given all peoples one common origin, and your will is to gather them as 
one family in yourself. Fill the hearts of all with the fire of your love and the desire to ensure justice 
for all our sisters and brothers. By sharing the good things, you give us, may we secure justice and 
equality for every human being, and a human society built on love and peace, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  (Adapted from the United Church of Christ Prayer Resources) 
 



 

Scripture Reading: 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice: they shall have their fill. —Matthew 5:6  
 
“Our Time is a Time of trial”, writes Pope Francis in the Book entitled, ‘The Gift of Fidelity the Joy of 
perseverance’ 
We are called to recognize, that is to have a watchful gaze and attentive listening: “the 
approach of a missionary disciple is an approach nourished by the light and strength of the Holy 
Spirit;” listening that urges us to be attentive to the other, to pay attention to the sisters and 
brothers next door. To recognize is “learning to discern and discover” what “keeps us far from 
real human dramas.”  It therefore requires humility, closeness and empathy, to perceive and be 
attuned to “the joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the people of this age, 
especially those who are poor or in any way afflicted.” 
The same gaze and the same listening, full of solicitude and care, should be directed toward 
those who are experiencing conditions of discomfort, uneasiness or crisis. It is a gaze of 
“compassion […] and not pity. [...] There is no compassion that does not listen and show 
solidarity with the other.” This gaze arises from “the freedom born of love and of the desire to put 
the good of others before all else. 
 
Enkindling Awareness: 
A continual examination regarding fidelity to the Lord; docility to the spirit; faithfulness in the gift 
of self; humility in bearing with adversities. Each person is invited to discern, what is the will of 
God, what is good, pleasing and perfect. (RM 12: 2) 
Choose, decide and act according to the divine will. Pope Francis says the gift of discernment 
has become all the more necessary today “To move beyond good intentions.”  
Am I drawn to discern what is good, pleasing and perfect? 
Do I work towards creating a just environment? 
Am I aware of the injustices taking place in the present-day society? 
Do I include or exclude persons? 
 
Psalm: 
O Beloved how gracious You are, to your people;  
You restore their souls time and time again. 
You forgive their destructions when they wonder far from you; 
You give them new life. 
You bless them and raise up new hope  
You awaken their hearts to Love. 
 
Restore us again O Spirit of truth, 
Burn us with the refining fire of Love 
We cannot live separated from you;  
Cast out demons of fear, doubt and, illusion.  
Receive us again we pray; may Your people rejoice in You. 
Have compassion on your people O Holy one; and grant us Your forgiveness.  
 
Listen O People in the silent chapel of your heart; and  
The Beloved will speak of peace to you. 
To the hidden saints, to all who turn their hearts to Love.  
Surely new life is at hand for those who reverence Love; 
O that harmony might dwell among the nations.  
 
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;  
Righteousness and peace will embrace one another.  



 

Wisdom will spring up from the ground, 
And truth will look down from the sky. 
Yes, the Eternal Giver will grant what is good. 
And lands will yield abundantly, 
Mercy and compassion are Loves way; 
You will guide our foot steps upon the path of peace,  
As we recognize with open hearts, that you are our peace.  
 
Intercession: 
Let us take time in silence to pray,  
Lord, re-create us to be attentive to the exploitations that are taking place in society 
Poverty and inequality have become a threat to all life 
Human rights violations in all levels  
Resources are not divided equally – Many have become self-centered no other centered 
Lack of social protection  
Disharmony in family life  
Religious institutions are not life giving  
Political instability  
Climate change – Economic crisis – Natural disasters – Manmade disasters –  
Various addictions that threaten human life  
  

 
 
Closing Prayer:  
O Holy One, open our eyes that we may see the needs of others. Open our ears that we may 
hear their cries; Open our hearts so that they need not be without support; Let us not be afraid 
to defend the weak, nor afraid to defend the poor because of the rich. Help us to share Love, 
faith and hope where we will be able to radiate justice. Help us to respect and uphold the rights 
of all life. AMEN  
 
Hymn: 
https://www.bing.com/search?q=monica+brown+comfort+my+people&form=WSHBSH&qs=NM
&cvid=e8aa3236d29e4009be30d777de3c1a19&pq=&cc=US&setlang=en-
US&DAF0=1&nclid=A6CC6E8980F7CCE721DB206A67FBF13A&ts=1672828290830&wsso=Moderate 
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