
 

PRAYER FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE  
MARCH 2023 

 
“God has created all human beings equal in rights, duties, 
and dignity, and has called them to live together”. It is my 
desire that, in this time, by acknowledging the dignity of 
each human person, we can contribute to the rebirth of a 
universal aspiration to the fraternity. “Here we have a 
splendid secret that shows us how to dream and to turn our 
life into a wonderful adventure. No one can face life in 
isolation… we need a community that supports and helps 
us, in which we can help one another to keep looking 
ahead. How important it is to dream together… by 
ourselves, we risk seeing mirages, things that are not there. 
Dreams, on the other hand, are built together”. Let us 

dream, then, as a single human family, as fellow travelers sharing the same flesh, as children of the 
same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and 
convictions, each of us with their own voice, sisters and brothers all. Fratelli tutti – Encyclical letter of 
Pope Francis, 5-8 “How wonderful it would be if the growth of scientific and technological innovation 
could come along with more equality and social inclusion…How wonderful would it be, even as we 
discover faraway planets, to rediscover the needs of the sisters and brothers who orbit around us!” 
Pope Francis (2020) citing from his encyclical, Fratelli tutti, on fraternity and social friendship. Pope 
Francis hopes that advances in science and technology will help create a more equitable and inclusive 
society, where the neediest and most vulnerable are given preference. 
 
1. Preparation for the reflective prayer – community/partners in mission /ministry 

reflection/individual prayer 
 

Prepare a space for prayer: Centerpiece.  Use symbols/images that represent, Justice and Peace in terms 
of innovation and technology. Focus on yourself through mindful breathing and becoming present. 
Imagine the work you have to advocate and strive for justice in innovation and technology, especially for 
girls and women.  
 
2. Opening hymn (God has work for us to do by Mark Miller) It’s available online, you can listen, sing 

or watch the video with lyrics 
 
 'Til all the jails are empty 
 and all the bellies filled; 
'til no one hurts or steals or lies, 
and no more blood is spilled: 
 
Chorus: 
God has work for us to do, 
God has work for us to do, 
'til God's will is done, and all things are made new, 
God has work for us, work for us to do! 
 
'Til age and race and gender 



 

no longer separate; 
'til pulpit, press, and policy 
are free of greed and hate  
 
Chorus:  
In tenements and mansions, in factories, farms, and mill 
In the boardroom and in a billiard hall 
In wards where time stands still, in classrooms, church, and office 
In shops or on the street, in every place where people thrive  
Or starve or hide or meet, God has work for us, God has work for us 
 
By praying through our doing, 
and singing though we fear, 
by trusting that the seed we sow 
will bring God's harvest near 
  
3. Gospel reading, reflection, and brief sharing Luke 18:1-8 

 
4. Intercessions 
 
a) We pray for international gender champions so that they may promote gender-responsive trade 

policies which will encourage sharing of information data and best practices to support increased 
participation of women in trade – We pray to our Creator God  
 

b) We pray for girls and women as they open up to technology.  God from whom the gift of the 
internet came, we recognize the abundance of data and digital stimulation that we all consume each 
day especially young girls and women, We pray that technology may not discriminate against or hurt 
the physical, mental or emotional well-being of any person  or harm our relationships by  shielding 
us from the real pain and joy that comes with human interaction. We pray to our Creator God  

 

c) God of love, you have made us in your image. We pray, Oh God of equality, that we may help create 
societies where gender identity does not initiate rejection, violence, and injustice. May our hearts 
yearn and inspire us to respect and include all, achieve gender equality and empower all women and 
girls.  We pray to our Creator God… 

 

d) We pray for innovators, designers, and implementers of digital products and services for the benefit 
of girls and young women, that in so doing, they may adhere to the best practices, so that online 
experiences and opportunities may develop girls and young women across the world thus close the 
current gender digital divide.  We pray to our Creator God… 

 

e) We pray for more support and strengthening of female researchers’ networks so as to ensure the 
rights of women scientists to participate in research activities by promoting and realizing gender 
equality through their outstanding contributions to scientific research and providing positive role 
models for young girls wishing to pursue a career in science or science diplomacy.  We pray to our 
Creator God…  

 



 

5. Hymn:  I will never forget you by Carey Landry (Available online with lyrics you can listen to, sing 
or watch) 

 
I will never forget you, my people 
I have carved you at the palm of my hand 
I will never forget you; I will not leave you orphaned 
I will never forget my own 
 
Does a mother forget her baby? 
Or a woman the child within her womb 
Yet even if these forget (yes even if these forget) 
I will never forget my own  
 
I will never forget you, my people 
I have carved you at the palm of my hand 
I will never forget you; I will not leave you orphaned 
I will never forget my own 
 
6. Concluding Prayer 

 
Christ God’s human face – justice is to love like you 
Rich compassion, tireless grace – justice is to love like you 
Healing body, heart, and mind – justice is to love like you 
Holy, truthful, deeply kind – justice is to love like you 
 
As we work and watch and wait – Creator God, your kingdom come! 
Cleanse, renew, and recreate – Creator God, your kingdom come! 
Bless our world with love’s increased – Creator God, your kingdom come! 
First your justice, then your peace – Creator God, your kingdom come! 
 
We make our prayer in the name of God who has created all human beings equal in rights, duties, and 
dignity, and who called us to live together as sisters and brothers, to fill the earth and make known the 
values of goodness, love, justice, and peace. 
 
Amen. 
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