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Why John Eudes is Doctor of the Church?
What does it mean to be a Doctor of the Church?
Eudist Website
Historically, the Church offers the faithful the witness of
the saints that can serve them as a guide in following
Christ, their understanding of the faith and of Christian
life. Throughout the centuries the Church has granted
the title of "Doctor of the Church" men and women of
different characteristics, whose sanctity of life and
teachings (thinking and doctrine) constitute a richness
and a reference to the lives of all baptized.
Currently the Church has bestowed the title of "Doctor"
to 35 saints, of whom 31 were men and 4 women. In
1991, the Assembly of Bishops of France voted to
support the cause of St. Therese of Lisieux, who was
declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope John Paul II in
1997. The bishops of France, during their last meeting
(November 2014) gave a positive vote, thereby giving
their support and backing to the cause of St. John
Eudes as Doctor of the Church.
Who is John Eudes?
Missionary priest, born in 1601 in Ri, near Argentan in
the diocese of Sees, and died at the age of 79 years,
John Eudes makes his journey of life in the "Great
Century", a tumultuous century, the century of
academic research and ecclesial renewal, century of
mystical quest. Contemporary with the end of the wars
of religion, popular revolts, plagues, he was a witness
and actor of the reflection on the Church itself, after the
ruptures of the past century, and works in the Catholic
revival of the seventeenth century.
After studying with the Jesuits in Caen, Jean Eudes
enters a new community of priests founded by Pierre de
Bérulle called the Oratory. Priest in 1625, his desire to
proclaim the Gospel to all social strata of the population
would make him a tireless preacher, preaching to the
end of his life about 120 missions in urban and rural
parishes.
Attentive to the poor of his time, he chose twice, to live
with the plagued of Caen; and in 1641 he founded the
Institute of Our Lady of Charity to serve women
prostitutes. In 1643, concerned with the missions
bearing fruit, he founded the Congregation of Jesus and
Mary (Eudists) serving the training of diocesan priests,
who are the main players in an ever new
evangelization. He also founded six seminaries in
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western France, as a response to the request of the
bishops.
His whole life was animated by a deep desire to witness
the baptismal life which is for all, a way of union with
Christ, to be with him one heart. Canonized in 1925, the
Church recognizes him with this very special title:
"Father, doctor and apostle of the liturgical cult of the
Hearts of Jesus and Mary".
Works of St. John Eudes:
The writings of St. John Eudes (books and
correspondence) are an important collection of 13
volumes. The greatest works of P. Eudes were
concluded a month before his death, The Admirable
Heart, a treatise on devotion to the Heart of Mary, but
devoted an entire book to the Heart of Jesus. The most
widely read and reprinted work is entitled: Life and reign
of Jesus in Christian Souls (1637; final edition, 1670).
For the use of the faithful, Father Eudes made another
short manual: exercises of piety (1636) Catechism
(1642), The Contract with God through Holy Baptism
(1654), etc. For priests: Good Confessor (1666),
Memorial of church life (1681), The Apostolic Preacher
(1685), etc.
We can criticize the author's style (Bremond), thinking
of St. Francis de Sales and Bossuet; however, this is
the most readable of the masters of the French school
of spirituality ... and the doctrine is solid and practical: a
saint who speaks of holiness because he knows what
he's talking about...!
A doctrine for all: renewing baptismal life:
The experience of the pastor and missionary gave John
Eudes the insight to deepen the spiritual life of all of
those he met. Also, he invites the baptized to become
aware of the value and dignity of their baptism. In an
original and strong way, he asserts to those who have
become part of the Church through baptism that they
cannot separate themselves from the communion with
the Father, with the Son in the Spirit.
Since by Baptism, the baptized, as son of the Father, is
in fraternal relationship with the Son, and the Spirit will
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seal this with its mark: "Whoever among you who has
been in partnership as one of its members, the Son is
forced to look at him, encourage him and treat him as a
part of himself, and bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh,
spirit of her spirit and as someone who is one with him."
Thus baptism is the starting point and source of union
with Christ. Every baptized person is called to "accept
Jesus and be like him." Such views resound in the past
Council where he emphasized that baptism is the sign
of the universal call to holiness and power of the
common priesthood of all the baptized. The way of the
Heart as the means of union with Christ:
One of the most significant developments in the
spirituality of St. John Eudes was his spiritual doctrine
concerning the heart. His teaching on the Heart, before
the onset of Paray-le-Monial, defines its place in the
heritage of the universal Church as the better spiritual
journey. John Eudes calls people’s attention to the
aspect of love as the essential and primary reason for
the action of God that continues to contemplate his life
and mission. The love of God is the source of all reality:
the love of God for man and the love that man has the
grace to offer back to Him.
Choosing the "heart", he uses a term, from Scripture
and Tradition, which is a simple and adequate to
awaken in the lives of Christians the contemplation of
the love of Jesus, the overflowing love of the Heart of
Jesus that is outpoured to everyone as an everlasting
source. John Eudes contemplates, after Pierre de
Bérulle, Jesus indwelling in Mary; the Jesus that filled
the life of Mary and that reigned in her heart. Thus, the
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary are
but an inseparable entity. John Eudes proposed to all
Christians to liturgically celebrate (first in the Church)
the feast of the Heart of Mary (1648), then to the Heart
of Jesus (1672)

commitment, not even social and pastoral discourses
and activities without a spirituality to transform the heart
... there is always need to cultivate an interior space to
give a Christian meaning to the commitment and
activity ". (Gaudium Evangelium 262). These proposals
coming down from Pope Francis summarize what was
the life and teaching of St. John Eudes: he inseparably
lived the service of mercy, the Gospel and the teaching
of Jesus in people’s hearts.
Christians can find in John Eudes, the Master of
Christian Life, the food and a deep spirit to fully live
their Baptism as Missionary Disciples of Christ and
witnesses of mercy. Modestly, but surely, Saint John
Eudes, this simple missionary priest, could not be one
of the Doctors of the New Evangelization? ...

Pan Amazonian
Inter-Congregational
Missionary Project:

Four Congregations Unite in
Response to the Cries of the Amazon
Sr. Eliene O. Barros
Province of Southeast Latin America
“Enlarge the space for your tent, spread out your tent
cloths unsparingly;
lengthen your ropes and make firm your pegs.
For you shall spread abroad to the right and left….”
Isaiah 54: 2-3

The spiritual fruitfulness of St. John Eudes:
In France and as well as in many other places in the
world, the apostolic and spiritual fruitfulness of St. John
Eudes has been a source of new dynamics in the
history of the Church. Thus in 5 continents testimony of
various religious institutes whose founders like St. Mary
Euphrasia Pelletier (Our Lady of Charity of the Good
Shepherd) Saint Jeanne Jugan (Sisters of the Poor),
the venerable Amelia Fristel (Holy Hearts of Jesus and
Mary) and even more others, are enrolled in the
spiritual vein that John Eudes in his charism of mercy
are always on the side of the poor and the people in
need.
Soon, the canonization of Sister Maria Droste zu
Vischering (Good Shepherd), which Pope Leo XIII
invited to consecrate the world to the Sacred Heart
(1899), which will highlight and also show in the history
of the influence of St. John Eudes the relevance of this
PhD project.
In conclusion, a missionary life and mystical life:
"For Evangelization, there may not be mystical
propositions without a strong social and missionary
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“Bless, Lord, these disciples of yours who are now sent
to the people of the Amazon as witnesses of your
merciful love.” With this prayer of blessing during the
Eucharistic celebration on March 5, 2017, the leaders of
four congregations sent five missionaries to the Triple
Border: Brazil, Colombia, and Peru. The community
residence is located in Islandia, Peru, to demonstrate
that the mission is “beyond borders.”
Background
The project and its design began as a dream of the
Congregation of the Missionaries of Jesus Crucified.
Subsequently other congregations joined them: the
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception (Province of Our
Lady of Aparecida), and Our Lady of Charity of the
Good Shepherd (Southeastern Province of Latin
America). Following a series of planning and goalsetting meetings and a visit of two sisters to the region,
the missionaries and leaders entered into a dialogue
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with Bishop Jose Javier Martin of the Apostolic
Vicariate of San Jose de Amazonas, who welcomed the
missionary proposal of the Congregations.
Characteristics and mysticism: Itinerancy and
austerity
A tent has a great significance for the itinerant nature of
mission. It is a temporary home, a shelter from the
wind, heat, rain, and cold, a dwelling with barely
enough to live on. A tent can be easily transported
from one place to another, facilitating new experiences
(Initial Project, Missionaries of Jesus Crucified).
Austerity is a word more popular than we imagine.
Environmentalists constantly urge for a more austere
consumption. Austerity implies discernment, wisdom,
and modesty. Austerity, more than a virtue, is an
urgent need to combat rampant consumerism.

First Steps
The sisters arrived in their new mission in time to
participate in the assembly and annual retreat of the
Vicariate, and also the feast of their patron, St. Joseph.
It was a rich opportunity to get to know more closely the
other missionaries, the pastoral assistants, as well as
the reality and challenges of evangelization. In their
mission area of Islandia and Santa Rosa, the sisters
began their work by dedicating time to familiarize
themselves with the local reality. Their first glimpses
revealed a reality of great poverty, isolation, and an
outcry of the people to be heard, to be accompanied
and to be counted – a cry for justice and inclusion: a
reality that points to the path where evangelization must
walk.
Community Project

This project seeks to rescue simplicity of life and to do
away with unnecessary structures so that we might
dedicate ourselves to the mission with more flexibility
and availability (Initial Project, Missionaries of Jesus
Crucified).

Within the general objective “to be the presence of the
merciful face of Jesus, close to the communities of
ribereños and the indigenous people of the PanAmazonian Region,” the community defined three
specific objectives:

The Missionaries
The sisters sent to Islandia on March 5, 2017 and their





To strengthen community relationships as a
witness to unity and a help to live a more
inculturated mission
To accompany the people and to assist in the
formation of the laity to strengthen their role in the
community
To support the guidelines of the Vicariate of San
José del Amazonas

Various Activities


respective congregations are:
Sisters Emilia Kuche and Zelia Gomes – Missionaries
of Jesus Crucified
Sister Eunice Conceição de Souza – Franciscans of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Sister Ivanés Favretto – Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception
Sister Maria de Fátima Batista Jorge – Our Lady of
Charity of the Good Shepherd
The Sending







Visiting indigenous communities of different ethnic
groups and federations
Visiting coastal communities (ribereños) and their
leadership
Promote and accompany bible groups
Engage in anti-human trafficking work
Lead efforts to care for the environment and to
raise others’ consciousness and concern for the
environment
Network with religious, including those from the
Triple Border, and organizations of evangelization,
formation, and the defense of human rights
Participate in the Pan Amazonian Ecclesial
Network (REPAM)

th

On the 5 of March, the Mass missioning the five
missionaries took place in the presence of the
community gathered at the Mother Pauline Chapel,
including the leaders, sisters, and lay partners who
participate in the mission of the congregations. It was a
celebration rich in symbolic gestures and testimonies.
At the conclusion of Mass, the leaders of the four
congregations pronounced the blessing, a missioning
prayer to send forth the five sisters. The following day
the missionaries left São Paulo for the land of their
mission. It was a two-day trip and their transportation
included buses, an airplane, and boats.
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Gratitude
The Peruvian Province of the Congregation of Our Lady
of Charity of the Good Shepherd welcomed and hosted
the missionary community for ten days at the
Provincialate in Lima, Peru. During this time the
missionaries completed visa requirements to stay in the
country. The missionaries described their stay at the
Provincialate: “We experienced hospitality, generosity,
welcome, sharing, and communion. For us, those were
days of being together as sisters.

healthy, secure environment. In the same way, the
family, the state, and society have a role and joint
responsibility during the process.

We have deep gratitude for all this and for the witness
of our sisters who are so dedicated to the mission with
the poorest, especially women and children.
We are grateful to God and to our missionaries who
provide our congregations the opportunity to take part
in this mission and the efforts of the Church in the
Amazon region to recognize the dignity and the rights of
our native peoples.
We entrust to God the present and the future of this
mission: “O God, your steadfast love endures forever;
fulfill the works of your hands” (Psalm 13:8).

The attention of the NNA and its family support
networks for empowerment is the model of intervention
implemented by the Good Shepherd Foundation in the
Province of Columbia-Venezuela, which:
 Accompanies families in values formation, leading
to an integral personal and family empowerment
and the realization of personal and family projects.
 Offers orientations and networking which enable
families to strengthen the components of health,
nutrition,
education,
housing,
employment,
microcredit income generation, work training,
human rights and duties.
 With the capacities offered by the programs and the
leadership, promotes families to reach a level of
social appropriation and obtain a better quality of
life and a sense of responsiblity for the family and
the community.

The Good Shepherd Foundation
in Latin America
Sr. Martha Lucía Arcila A.
Province of Colombo Venezolana
The social policies of our countries in Latin America
usually aim to provide free education, health care, and
recreation. They also provide a series of government
subsidies that, according to reports from the states,
significantly reduce poverty and allow families to live
with dignity.
In spite of the benefits of government assistance, we
have not ceased to observe a remarkable degree of aid
dependence. Therefore when assistance runs out,
people are once again susceptible to social risks and
the violation of their rights.
In the face of this, the Good Shepherd Foundation,
reclaiming the orientations of St. Mary Euphrasia and
Church guidelines, has shaped a model of intervention
that provides assistance without promoting aid
dependency.
The model sets the pace as recipients develop social
skills for life that give them the power to live in a
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Notable achievements include:
The recipients and their families have been evangelized
and referred for follow-up when needing psychosocial
support and counseling orientation.
Families more engaged in the process of intervention
and support networks have received health care and
services, subsidies for housing, elementary and
secondary education, technical training, college
scholarships, and support for microcredit.
Twenty young people have initiated business
enterprises in the areas of children's clothing design,
cuisine, decorative items for the kitchen, and painted
wooden items.
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Twenty-five women trained as rag pickers make
products and already have a production unit.
Strategic
alliances
with
private
companies,
governmental and non-governmental organizations,
universities and inter-congregational collaboration.
The recipients care for the environment, optimize
resources, and generate space for healthy co-existence
ranging from the playful, recreation, sports, to cultural
expression.

Northeast Asia Province, Taiwan
Sr.Therese Thong
“I will carry you on eagles’ wings. I will care for you in
all your years.”
This is Taiwan’s experience of God’s love, guidance
and protection. The archbishop of Taipei invited Good
Shepherd sisters because young girls were being sold
into prostitution.
Women’s groups used the media to raise awareness of
the problem, resulting in public pressure on the
government to stop the evil of young girls being sold
into prostitution. Martial law had just been lifted and the
government struggled to address the problem. It was at
this time that Good Shepherd sisters came to Taiwan.
In 1987, Sister Louise Horgan, the province leader of
what was then the Far East Province, sent Sisters
Emmanuel Dunne (R.I.P.), Fidelma Haverty, and
Juliana Devoy to found a community in Taiwan. When it
was determined that a Chinese sister would be more
suitable for this mission, Sister Juliana asked Sister
Therese Thong to take her place.
We were very warmly welcomed by everyone: the
church, the government, and the general public. The
warm reception was in contrast to Taiwan’s response to
the initiative of the Philippine province to establish
Good Shepherd presence a few years earlier.
Back then, the message, “Taiwan does not have any
social problems,” clearly denied the need for Good
Shepherd sisters.
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High expectations and challenges came with the warm
welcome. We took over the small group home, Te Lian,
and asked what else we could offer. It was time to
focus on our contribution, explore strategies, organize
prevention efforts, and define policies.
We worked with women’s groups who had lawyers and
were more knowledgeable regarding legal matters. We
attended different government meetings and at every
meeting we shared our point of view. When a journalist
phoned to make an appointment, the first inclination
was to dodge being interviewed. But at some point we
had to face some publicity.
We were three sisters struggling in a foreign situation
and had to communicate in Mandarin. One sister
shared that she had discarded the language over 30
years ago and every time she tried to speak Mandarin,
Cantonese or Malay words kept popping up. After
sleepless nights and much cold sweat, we decided to
face the situation — trust in God, pray and work very
hard, confident that God was with us.
Sister Emmanuel went back to Hong Kong in 1991 and
for a few months we were only 2 sisters. Sister Fidelma
took over as superior and head of Te Lian and Sister
Therese was responsible for the apostolate.
Sister Martha Tan (R.I.P.) came in 1992; later on in the
same year, Sister Rosaline Wee arrived. They had time
to adapt to the culture and learn Mandarin after which
they helped Sister Fidelma and took over responsibility
for Te Lian which was divided into two group homes.
In 1992 the government began to entrust and fund us to
run a shelter for battered wives and their children. Two
years later, we began an outreach center for children
and youth in crisis. Other states also invited us and our
works developed.
A fund raising expert helped us develop a TV
advertisement and money poured in. We became a
Foundation with a CEO. We trained lay staff (partners)
to take responsibility for all these newly founded works.
Now there are thirty-nine centers/homes scattered all
over 12 states in Taiwan. The formation of lay partners
took first priority as we attended the training of RGS
Asia Pacific. The Australian Province provided training
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in Australia for our core group, for ninety of our senior
staff, and our board of management.

Responding to the call to risk for
Mission

We learned that we must know where we came from to
plan where we hope to go. The spirituality of our
founders, the history of our Congregation and Good
Shepherd values became very important. Later we also
drew up our five-year plan for the Foundation

In May this year Sister Clare Nolan came to train ninety
of our senior staff on Good Shepherd leadership.
Now the senior staff members hope that they can
continue to influence all the workers and volunteers to
integrate Good Shepherd values into their lives and the
services they provide.
At present, we have two Taiwanese Sisters, Euphrasia
Chang and Augustina Chen (temporary professed),
about three hundred lay partners, and over a thousand
volunteers working in our Foundation.
We have a formation community for pre-novices whose
local leader is Sister Virginia Kim and Sister Juliana Lee
serves as Formation Directress.
An aspirant will
th
officially begin her pre-novitiate on the 8 of June.

Asia Pacific website

The Logo of the Province of Philippines-Japan
The bamboo from the Philippines symbolizes
pliability, flexibility, it is sturdy, yet sways with the
breeze, and serves many purposes in life; it grows
always in a cluster like a community.
The lotus from Japan symbolizes spirituality, and
stillness; out of the murk where it flourishes, beautiful
flowers grow.
Our Good Shepherd symbol is at the heart of the
logo. Please locate J(apan) and P(hilippines). We
capture our present journey of opening, receiving,
giving and accompanying each other through the
breaks in the bamboo. In the background with the
varied colors, we situate ourselves in the world with all
the winds of change, demand, challenge which we
respond to in our mission. The crook is rooted in the
love of God so that Spirit-Fired we risk for
mission. The lavender of the lotus is for women.
Story and photos
Click here - Province of
established on 24 April 2017

Philippines-Japan

is

Background
On October 4, 1912, the first Good Shepherd Irish
missionaries, Sr Mary Alphonsus Liguori Burke, Sr
Mary Cyra O’Kane and Sr Mary Clare Morissey who
were then stationed in Myanmar came to the
Philippines and started a new foundation in Batangas
City. Since then, it has been more than a hundred years
of shepherding God’s flock particularly women and
children in the Philippines.
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In Japan, it was on November 20, 1935, that the first
Good Shepherd missionaries from Quebec, Canada
came to Sendai to begin the Good Shepherd mission in
Japan. They were Sr Mary Immaculate, Sr Mary Gabriel
and Sr Mary Cleophas. From the year it was founded,
they belonged to the Canada Province, until later
becoming a Vice-Province in 1974.

in the Philippines. Present as well were Srs Regina
Munemoto and Euphrasia Katoh and lay mission
partner Mr Tanabe, all from Japan. Meanwhile, Sr
Ellen Kelly, Congregational Leader and Sr Yvette
Arnold, Congregational Secretary, attended the
celebration in Japan. Srs Tarcila Abaño, Ludila
Panaligan and Elena Jalop also came to represent the
Philippines.

During the 1990s, a glaring need for pastoral care for
Filipino migrants in Japan was felt. It marked the
beginning of collaboration in mission between the two
countries as Filipina missionaries started coming to
Japan as a response.
Today, this partnership is further deepened and
challenged as the two Units embarked on the journey of
becoming one Province. After being a Sector of the
Generalate since 2014, with Sr Elizabeth Takeda as
Sector Leader, the sisters of Japan opted to be part of
the nearby Philippine Province.
Called to Risk with Hope for Mission
It was during the First General Assembly of Japan as a
Sector in April 2014 that the sisters voted to be part of
the Philippine Province. A letter of request was sent
and later accepted. What followed were years of hard
work, meetings, communication, consultation, reflection
and discernment.
A Unification Team was formed: Srs M. Tarcila Abaño
and M. Lourdes Fabia from the Philippines and Srs
Therese Itsuka and Joanne Isejima of Japan. Sr M.
Mercy Ang, a Filipina missionary to Japan also took on
the role of translating. There was mutual exchange of
information, honest sharing of sentiments and
concerns, eagerness and anxieties.
Visits were done. The Japan Sector Leadership Team
came to the Philippines on May 6-11, 2015 for reflection
and evaluation of the past year as a sector. Unit
leadership teams met together with Sr Eliene Barros
and the Unification Team. Likewise, Srs M. Regina
Kuizon, Province Leader, Sr Lourdes Fabia, and Sr
Amelia David, Province Treasurer also visited Japan on
separate occasions.
Well aware of our painful history, of the diversity in
culture and language, and of the reality of ageing and
diminishment, sisters of both units embraced the
challenge and responded to the call to be one,
witnessing even more deeply our mission of
reconciliation.

Message from Sr Ellen Kelly during the Mass in
Japan
‘In a world where many relationships are not developed
between people of different cultures, and old wounds
are passed down through generations, you were
inspired by the Christ of the Gospel. You focused on
love and mission!’
Sisters - Province of Philippines-Japan
As of April 24, 2017
No. of Communities
Apostolic 20
Contemplative 4
Sisters of Final Vows
Apostolic 153 Contemplative 21
From Indonesia 1
From Malaysia 1
From Japan 20
From the Philippines 152
Sisters of Temporary Vows
Apostolic 3
Sisters in Other Units 19
Words of St Mary Euphrasia come alive

A Day of Thanksgiving and Praise
th

On the 24 of April 2017, on the feast of St Mary
Euphrasia, simultaneous Eucharistic Celebrations in
Philippines and Japan marked the establishment of the
new Province of Philippines-Japan, with Sr M. Regina
Kuizon as Province Leader.

“Our zeal must embrace the whole world.” We felt these
words of St. Mary Euphrasia coming alive on that
historic day. May this be our inspiration and guide too in
days to come as we continue the journey of being a
presence of the Good Shepherd in our world today.

Srs Frances Robinson and Jude Ellen Golumbieski,
Congregational link councilors attended the celebration
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Celebrating 90 years of Good
shepherd mission in Indonesia

the Good Shepherd, in the midst of the difficulties and
challenges of our time.

By Sr. Veronica Endah, RGS

With great joy and gratitude the Province of Indonesia
celebrated ninety years of Good Shepherd mission on
April 27, 2017. In response to Monsignor Antonius van
Velsen’s invitation, six missionary sisters from the
Netherlands arrived in Batavia (Jakarta) on April 27,
1927. The seeds that were sown in Indonesia ninety
years ago have grown and borne fruit. Our God who
began Good Shepherd mission in Indonesia is always
at work.
Mission partners, sisters and lay, planned various
activities to mark the anniversary. We welcomed with
joy and gratitude Sr. Zelna (Congregational Leadership
Team, Apostolic Councilor) whose visit coincided with
th
the 90 anniversary celebrations. Sr. Zelna visited
several communities in Indonesia and engaged in
dialogue with mission partners. Her presence was a
special blessing for all mission partners during the
festivities.
The Province Leadership Team held a session on April
24-27, 2017 to review the realities of the Indonesia
Province during the past three years and plan for the
next three years. Sr. Zelna attended the session along
with thirty-eight sisters and nine lay mission partners
representing each community. Fr. Agustinus Purnomo,
MSF, facilitated the session. This group searched for
new ways to organize the mission in order to be more
effective and relevant and to bring about positive impact
on everyone and be a blessing for many.

The celebration continued with a thanksgiving Eucharist
presided by ten priests with the main presider,
Monsignor Ignatius Suharyo. In his homily, Monsignor
Ignatius Suharyo described how to be a prophet today.
To be a prophet means to experience oneness with
God, to have one heart and feeling with God, and to
truly understand the Heart of God. Furthermore, a
prophet is never outdated. A prophet has intelligence
of the mind, intelligence of the heart, as well as the
spiritual and emotional intelligence to be able to read
the signs of the times.
The thanksgiving celebration concluded with a
presentation by the students of Santa Maria Fatima
School in movement and song depicting the ninety-year
journey of Good Shepherd mission in Indonesia. The
students also performed cultural dances from several
regions of Indonesia that added vibrancy and
excitement to the atmosphere. The gathering was a
special moment and experience of being Good
Shepherd family.

On the feast of St.Mary Euphrasia, April 24, 2017, we
were happy and grateful to celebrate the silver jubilee
of Sr. Magdalena, RGS, and the golden jubilee of Sr.
Immaculata Retno, RGS.
th

The peak celebration of the 90 anniversary of Good
Shepherd mission in Indonesia was held on April 27,
2017 and attended by mission partners, staffs and their
family, families of the sisters, friends and benefactors.
The solemn moment began with the blessing by
Monsignor Ignatius Suharyo, the Archbishop of Jakarta,
of the Good Shepherd Mission House. The Mission
House is a means to share with visitors the charism and
mission of the Good Shepherd in Indonesia and to
encourage visitors to become Good Shepherd
ambassadors by proclaiming the compassion of Jesus,
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The Good Shepherd tree planted in Indonesia is
already ninety years old. The tree has grown and
become bigger.
May the spiritual wealth we have received throughout
the ninety years – a firm faith, a burning zeal, the
totality of self-giving in service, and the courage to take
risks for the sake of mission – continue to burn in the
hearts of all mission partners to carry forward God’s
mission in this world, the mission of reconciliation that
restores every person’s dignity.
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Good Shepherd Newsletter
Thank you to the translators, and the proofreaders
Monique Tarabeh
Communications coordinator
Email: Com@gssweb.org
Website: http://rgs.gssweb.org/
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