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Province Gathering in March 2017
Text by Sr. Caroline Price: Province of Australia and
Aotearoa New Zealand
The first Province Gathering held in March
2017 was a response to a suggestion made at the
Province Chapter in May 2015. The suggestion was for
sisters to meet more frequently and informally. We are
now a unit of 57 sisters with an average age of 80 years
spread across Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand. It’s
a big province geographically.
For two days 24 of us came together. This was
a great opportunity to meet, share informal
conversations and enjoy each other’s company. We
also worked together and heard about important
activities and issues that the Province Leadership Team
is dealing with.
We heard from Fr Noel Connelly, ssc, a
Columban Missionary priest with experience in South
Korea. He is now a lecturer in Missiology at the Broken
Bay Institute in Sydney.
His theme was: “The
Teachings of Pope Francis and Implications for
Governance and Mission”, from the perspective of Pope
Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato Si’.
Fr Connelly
challenged us to think creatively in the way of
leadership into the future.
Our second day was devoted to interactive
conversations with Sr Margie Abbott, rsm, a Mercy
Sister who is trained in Psychodrama and is a spiritual
director. Margie led us on a journey of “The Universe
Story”, picking up the theme of interconnectedness with
all creation. She asked: “how do we nurture our
environment?” Margie highlighted the phrase from the
2015 Congregational Chapter Direction Statement: To
recognize our inter-connectedness with the whole of
creation which obliges us to “protect our common
home”. She also invited us to reflect on the statement
from our 2015 Province Chapter Mission Statement:
We seek right relationships with all, recognizing our
interconnectedness with the whole of creation.
In a moving ritual, we were invited to name a
circumstance or situation from our ministry that drew us
to reflect with deep empathy - it was a time for interconnecting with the wider world and universe.
We also heard from the Province Leadership
Team about various issues they are dealing with; and
the Province Governance Working Group gave a
detailed report of the research and work they are doing
as we seek new ways of governance into the future.
We were blessed with two beautiful days
together at St Joseph’s by the Sea Conference Centre,
with gorgeous view of the bay. At the end, when
Monica Walsh, our Province Leader, asked if we would
like to do this again? The response was a resounding
YES! End.

Inter-Unit Collaboration for Mission in
Central America
Text by Sr. Caroline Price: Province of Australia and
Aotearoa New Zealand

A collaboration between three Provinces and
the Good Shepherd International Foundation (formerly
the Mission Development Office) in Rome, has resulted
in a young woman from Melbourne, Australia, Tracy
Collier, going from Australia to Costa Rica on
secondment.
In 2015 Sr Anne Manning (RIP), who was the
Province Leader of Australia and Aotearoa New
Zealand, received a request from the Province of
Central America for assistance with Microfinance
projects. Anne asked Adam Mooney, CEO of Good
Shepherd Microfinance in Australia, to investigate this
possibility. As a result, and after consultation with the
Good Shepherd International Foundation, Tracy, who
speaks fluent Spanish, will start her secondment in April
2017. She will work with sisters and mission partners in
Costa Rica to set up microfinance programs through to
December.
The project is being supported by Good
Shepherd Microfinance, where Tracy works, with
assistance from the Good Shepherd International
Foundation in Rome, the Province of New York, Good
Shepherd Australia New Zealand, and the Province of
Central America - working together to fund and support
Tracy and the project. It is a great example of coresponsibility for mission and working together to set up
programs that will assist women and families to move
out of poverty. End.

Malta EU (European Union) Presidency
and Visit from the Committee on Women’s
Rights and Gender Equality
(FEMM) Delegation
Text by Bernadette Briffa
Therapeutic Program Manager
Partner in Good Shepherd Mission
Dar Merhba Bik Foundation
On the occasion of the Maltese EU presidency,
Ms. Elaine Pavia attended two Malta EU Presidency
events in Malta during February and March. Ms. Pavia
is the Head of Dar Merhba Bik Foundation, a shelter for
women and their children experiencing domestic
violence. The first of the two events related to domestic
violence was the launch of the White Ribbon Campaign
on 2/2/2017 hosted by the EU Institute for Gender
Equality. The second was a two-day conference held in
March regarding EU Responses to Gender-Based
Violence: an Intersectional Perspective.

On Saturday morning, February 4, 2017, the
FEMM Commission delegation, headed by Anna Maria
Corazza Bildt from Sweden, visited the Dar Merhba Bik
Foundation Shelter. Ms. Miriam Dalli, the Maltese
Member of the European Parliament (MEP), was part of
this delegation.
All was set and ready to welcome and host the
delegation. They were all welcomed by Sr. Doris Saliba,
Provincial; Sr. Margaret Gonzi, Director of Dar Merhba
Bik; Sr. Rosalinda Seychel, Head of Dar Merhba Bik for
over ten years and who was visiting in Malta from Italy;
Mr. John Cachia, Chairperson of the Board of
Administration; Mrs. Anne Cachia, Head of Dar Merhba
Bik for a good number of years and currently serving
as a Consultant to the Foundation; Dr.Paul Gauci
Maistre, Board Member and Legal Advisor to the
Shelter; Elaine Pavia, Head of the Home; Maria
Vassallo Gatt, Operations Manager; and Bernadette
Briffa, Therapeutic Program Manager.
Mr. John Cachia and Ms. Elaine Pavia gave a
word of welcome and shared some highlights regarding
the Shelter’s previous and current challenges as well as
the immediate and future goals. The distinguished
visitors were taken around the newly built and
refurbished clinical area. This new area consists of two
meeting rooms, two counselling rooms with restrooms
and a kitchenette, the newly built parking lay-by area,
and the newly installed external and internal security
system.
The visit took place on a Saturday when most
of the women and children were off work and school.
The members of the Delegation had the opportunity to
meet and exchange a word or two with each and every
one of them. The excitement was evident on the
children’s faces as they shook hands with the EU
guests.
After a tour of the Shelter common areas, the
Delegation members proceeded to the Board Room
where they were introduced to the Board Members of
the Dar Merhba Bik Foundation. Sr. Margaret Gonzi,
Director of Dar Merhba Bik Foundation gave a short
presentation on the local mission of the Sisters of Our
Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd. The board
members explained the work undertaken at the Shelter.
There was time for the members of the delegation to
ask a number of questions.
By the end of their visit, Ms. Anna Maria
Corazza Bildt spoke on behalf of the FEMM
Commission delegates. Ms. Bilateral expressed their
appreciation and congratulated the Sisters, Board
Members, and the Shelter’s staff for this visit which
brought them in close contact with the reality of
domestic violence in Malta. End.

The Jubilee of Mercy – Fratello 2016 Rome
Text by Bernadette Briffa
Partner in Mission
Dar Merhba Bik Foundation

For some time I had intended to travel to Rome
during the Jubilee Year of Mercy. I also wanted to
serve as a volunteer during the trip. I searched the
Holy See Year of Mercy site and came across the
Jubilee for the homeless and disadvantaged persons.
This Jubilee was scheduled to take place from
November 11-13, 2016. Fratello, a French association
dedicated to organizing and hosting events with and
“for people in situations of exclusion,” arranged for
thousands of people in vulnerable situations to
celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy in Rome with Pope
Francis.
Esmeralda Chupin, the Jubilee’s coordinator,
responded swiftly to my request to join the group in
Rome. Sixty volunteers included those from France,
Switzerland, Italy, and myself from Malta. The evening
th
of the 9 of November we had our first logistics
meeting. The following morning I took part in the Lectio
Divina planning meeting with a member of the St.
Egidio community. This Italian organization does work
similar to its French counterpart, Fratello. The St.
Egidio community has a church in Trastevere where the
side altars are adorned with huge photos of homeless
and vulnerable persons instead of images of saints that
we are accustomed to.
On Friday morning we had our much awaited
meeting with Pope Francis in the Pope Paul VI Hall,
also known as the Nervi Hall. The pilgrims had been
waiting to pass through the Vatican security services
since 6:00 a.m. All 4,000, seated in the Hall by 11:30
a.m., eagerly awaited Pope Francis to emerge from
behind the heavy, dark curtains at the entrance of the
Hall. Following the Pope’s reflection, a group of
homeless and disadvantaged persons stood around
Pope Francis as they prayed to God to bless and
protect him. The audience with Pope Francis brought
great joy to all present.
At the conclusion of the audience, each pilgrim
was offered a packed lunch and the 60 volunteers
made sure all 4,000 were served. The area that leads
to Pope Paul VI Hall was transformed into a festive
square for the fraternal gathering. As in the miracle of
the multiplication of bread, the volunteers had the
daunting task of collecting all the leftovers that
accumulated after the packed lunch distribution. Thanks
to the Swiss Guards’ help and the volunteers’
determination, no trace was left of the 4,000 packed
lunches that had been served earlier. The pilgrims
were able to participate in a variety of activities after
lunch. Among them were the Jubilee Way and a
recently released film about Pope Francis that was
shown at the French Seminary.

On Saturday morning the pilgrims were divided
into eight languages groups as they gathered in various
churches for the Lectio Divina where they prayed and
reflected on the gospel of John 8:1-11, “The Woman
Caught in Adultery.”
Some of the pilgrims felt
comfortable enough to share their life experience and
how their life improved, thanks to the support and love
they received through their local organizations who
accompanied them on this pilgrimage. Later on in the
afternoon, all the pilgrims reassembled at the Basilica
of St. Paul Outside the Walls for an aux flambeau, a
torchlight procession, within the gardens of the Basilica.
From here the pilgrims filed into the Basilica where a
choir of seminarians and young people awaited them.
Archbishop Barbarin of Lyons gave all a warm
welcome.
During the prayer vigil, numerous priests and
bishops made themselves available to administer the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. All pilgrims were invited to
write down their personal intentions.
Archbishop
Barbarin administered the sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick to one of the pilgrims, an emotional moment for
all present. The solemn prayer included Eucharistic
adoration and a blessing.
All the pilgrims came together on Sunday
morning for the Pontifical Mass with Pope Francis. It
was Pope Francis’ wish to have the 4,000 pilgrims
seated at the VIP section. The sick who were placed in
the front rows could be seen getting emotional and
discreetly wiping away their tears of suffering and of
joy. Once Mass was over, the pilgrims were each
offered a medal of Our Lady and they assembled at St.
Peter’s Square to pray the Angelus with Pope Francis.
At the conclusion of the Angelus, Pope Francis thanked
all those who made this special pilgrimage possible.

The priests were very receptive and also
enjoyed fellowship among one another. The workshop
focused on how priests can sensitively minister with
mercy to the women who come to them seeking healing
and sacramental graces after an abortion.

On February 18, 2017, 40 participants of
counselors, deacons and their wives, and pastoral
ministers attended a day-long training at Our Lady of
Lebanon Shrine in Youngstown, Ohio. Topics on both
days included the language of denial, effects of trauma
as detrimental to the spiritual and psychological life of a
person, how abortion effects men, how to understand
the many layered needs a person has when taking this
healing journey to the new life that Christ promises and
gives in a beautiful way.
Bethesda The House of Mercy is a post
abortion healing ministry of the Sisters of the Good
Shepherd. The ministry was founded in 1990. Project
Rachel is a national ministry in many dioceses and is a
resource and referral post-abortion healing ministry. It
was founded in the mid-1980’s.

My personal impression is that the
disadvantaged and homeless persons emerged from
this experience rich in faith, in hope and in love. As for
us volunteers, we were thankful to God for having been
given the special grace to serve Him in these humble
and loving persons who need to feel valued and have
their dignity restored. End.

The training was part of ongoing training that is
offered by Bethesda The House of Mercy. This one was
significant because the Diocese of Youngstown asked
us to train their priests, counselors and deacons and
pastoral ministers because of being the neighboring
diocese to Cleveland. They could have asked the
National Project Rachel Office to send a training team,
but chose Bethesda instead. End.

Bethesda the House of Mercy trains
priests, counselors, deacons and pastoral
ministers

Drawing near to Jesus during Lent
Text by Jeanette McDermott, Communications
Coordinator: Province of Mid-North America

Text by Patricia Marie Barnette, RGS
On February 1, 2017, Sr. Patricia Marie
Barnette, Elaine (last name withheld upon request) and
Rachel Benda, founder of Bethesda The House of
Mercy and Director of the Community of Jesus the
Living Mercy, held a training for 22 priests of the
Diocese of Youngstown as the new Project Rachel
Healing Ministry was introduced into the diocese.

In a Vatican Radio address on March 21, Pope
Francis said Lent is a good opportunity for us “to draw
near” to Jesus, “to encounter him in prayer in a heartto-heart dialogue … to see His face in the face of a
brother or a sister who is suffering.”
In this way, Pope Francis said, “we can renew
within ourselves the grace of baptism, quenching our
thirst at the font of the word of God and of the Holy

Spirit; and thereby discovering, too, the joy of becoming
artisans of reconciliation and instruments of peace in
our daily lives.”

Life is stronger than death
Province of Egypt
“Our soul exalts the Lord, who makes all
things new.”
St. Mary Euphrasia founded the Good Shepherd
house in Suez in 1865. Three Good Shepherd
Sisters (Sr. Amal, Sr. Odile, and Sr. Mariam) give us
the following testimony.
We are pleased to share with you what we
experienced after our house and church were attacked
and burned by the Muslim Brotherhood on August 14,
2013. Without a place to pray or sleep, we endured
many difficulties. Nevertheless we insisted on
continuing our mission with the girls and students of the
school.

Message of Jesus the Good Shepherd
Following the example of Pope Francis, Sister
Jean Marie Fernandez honors the blessing of ashes
during the Lenten Season as a way to draw herself and
others near to Jesus. In her role at St. Vincent De Paul
Homeless Shelter and Drop-in Center she makes this
blessing available to all.
“For me it is truly the message of Jesus the
Good Shepherd who came so that ALL may have life. I
am amazed at the number of persons who find great
spiritual meaning and purpose through this ritual of
blessing and receiving of ashes. It is truly a joy,” she
said.
The inspirational words of others also cause Sr.
Jean Marie to go deeper during Lent. She is particularly
moved by Saint Mary Euphrasia’s belief that” One
person is of more value than the world."
She also finds inspiration from Rabindranath
Tagore, who reshaped Bengali literature and music, as
well as Indian art with Contextual Modernism in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Tagore wrote:
"I slept and dreamt,
that life was all joy.
I awoke and saw,
that life was but service.
I served and understood,
that service was joy." End.

We saw the first sign of a miracle in January
2016 when President Abdel Fattah el Sisi visited the
Coptic Orthodox Cathedral and announced that the
churches that had been torched during the 2013
violence will be restored by the Army in 2016. The
good news was followed by the arrival of a team of fifty
workers, members of the Egyptian Army, who began
the work of restoration that same month. Of course, the
hardships continued for the three of us as we
accommodated the presence of the workers and their
equipment around the clock and the provision of basic
services for the workers, such as meals, tea, and
drinks.
As promised by President Mr. Abdel Fattah el
Sisi, our house was ready in just one year, restored and
beautiful as a bride. The inauguration took place on
January 21, 2017. Although we suffered greatly, the
days and months passed quickly.
The Governor of Suez followed by the Army
Guide, the Suez Security Director, the General, and all
the executive and popular leaders attended the
inauguration of the Convent and the Church of the
Good Shepherd Sisters in Suez, after the Army
completed all the work requested. The celebration of
this inauguration began in the Convent Hall, beginning
with the words of Father Bishay, thanking President
Abdel Fattah El Sisi for keeping his promise to restore
the churches destroyed by the terrorists. Father Bishay
also thanked our Armed Forces and military personnel
for their efforts in restoring and maintaining the church.
For the first time since its destruction in 2013,
we were able to pray once more in the church.
Hundreds of joyful participants celebrated with us. The
army commander stated that this inclusive celebration
and the ceremony of exchanging symbols reflected the
love of the Egyptians for one another. Furthermore, he
declared that the armed forces will never allow any
movement or entity to stop efforts to achieve progress.
He spoke encouraging words, “We congratulate all the

Egyptians for this opportunity which reflects the spirit of
conviviality and strong bond among all the Egyptian
people.”
Bishop Ibrahim Isaac, our Coptic Catholic
Patriarch, welcomed all the guests and thanked them
for their dedication, help, and hospitality. Bishop
Makarios, Bishop of the Suez Canal, Bishop Emmanuel
of Luxor, and other Army and Muslim leaders also
expressed their joy and commitment to unity.
Sr. Simone, Province Leader of Egypt/Sudan,
began her speech with a prayer of thanksgiving then
greeted and thanked all the participants. Following
Mass, all the guests shared a meal of friendship. The
final activity was the blessing of the oratory of the
sisters and the convent. End.

So God puts this Adam - humanity - to sleep and from
him emerges a new being capable of being named (he
himself gives a name to this sleeping part of his
being which now appears before his eyes.) The
Creator-God, potter in verse 7, becomes a surgeon.
He performs an operation on the flesh, in hollowing
out "Humanity" and in creating the difference. The gap
is opened. Thus the man "ish" speaks and names this
woman in front of him, "isha."
How could we not at this point think of that
Adam who will be Jesus, asleep on the Cross,
awakened from the sleep of death and at the empty
tomb, at the hole in the ground in which his body was
laid. In waking Christ will be from this time on, the
protagonist of a meeting of re-creation in this garden
of the 'second Genesis'. This Adam speaks and says
"Woman" just as the first d said "Isha". But here there
is a big difference. In Genesis "Isha" did not reply. She
let Adam speak, she let herself be called. The
newness in the Resurrection garden is that when this
new Adam names the woman, she replies. She was
looking for the body of the one
she loved; she
wanted it even though he was dead. Her reply is in
this seeking and she does it explicitly ... "tell me
where you have put him"... you, the gardener.
The Gardener calls her by her own personal,
intimate name, "Mary." Hearing herself named, she
recognizes him and in her turn names him, not with his
personal name but with that of "Rabbouni" (Master).
She names him in a relationship.

Today, 20 years after Maria Teresa Porcile
Santiso spoke at the 1997 Contemplative General
Assembly, we publish excerpts from her keynote
address:

Mary Magdalen, Contemplative Women
Text by Sr. Edith Olaguer Contemplative Province of
New York-Toronto
Today, it is with great joy that we think of Mary
Magdalen as a contemplative woman. It is a new vision
for the history of spirituality. Today Mary Magdalen is
being rediscovered.
In the garden, according to John 20, Mary of
Magdala is alone.
Biblical gardens indicate a
geography. The Bible opens and closes in a garden,
in the first "garden" according to the Yahwistic
tradition in Genesis 2, is found the scene of the
creation of Adam (human being) of "ish" (man) and
of "isha" (woman). It is said that "God planted a
garden" with rivers to water its plants and trees. It is
a garden to be cultivated and kept. It seems that Adam
could not do this in his solitary state, he needed help.

In both stories, the Bible makes us discover
the "Garden", the place for all amorous meetings -thus the Canticle of Canticles, of which eight chapters
make us sing of this search. In the course of salvation
history, between the Garden of the Creation and that
of the re-creation/Resurrection there is this garden of
love which is the eruption of the eternal in history.
This garden of the Canticle is, one could say, a
meeting of Love, the whole earth being the Garden.
The first garden of Genesis and the Garden of the
heavenly Jerusalem are cosmic and universal:
they are the desire of God who created us for
harmony and communion. That is why the meeting on
this morning of the new Creation, will be in a Garden.
Thus history begins again, not in an eternal return, but
in an evolution.
To the anonymous woman of Genesis 2,
'isha,' who did not speak and did not reply on
hearing herself named by the man 'ish' now
corresponds a woman having a proper name "Mary"
who not only speaks but even more is going to reply to
the Master and will have to announce him. Perhaps
this is the distinctive characteristic in the figure of Mary
Magdalen. This Resurrection morning, in this meeting
with Jesus, a new creation is opened. Everything
begins again -- all things are made new. End.

PERU AFFECTED: IMMEDIATE SOLIDARITY

Solidarity today, we strengthen unity in
our people

The Good Shepherd family has created spaces
for action and prayer, uniting us in a voice that calls for
the union and fraternity of our Country, creating
Solidarity Campaigns, to support many families who
have lost everything.
With great satisfaction we managed to reach an
area of difficult access by carrying Emergency Kits, for
the families of the communities of Chosica. The Saint
Mary Euphrasia center's staffs, students, ex-students,
families, were a voice of encouragement, helping hand
in the midst of such desolation. Our commitment
continues with the hope of seeing our people rise again.
It is heartbreaking to see the north of Peru, entire cities
that give the impression of being outdoors. There we
have two communities: Chiclayo and Chimbote.
From Lima, another symbolic activity to say: I'm
by your side! I recognize Heroism in the North. It is
encouraging seeing people of all ages who do not
hesitate to put their shoulders and even risking their
lives to help the thousands of victims who have left the
floods throughout the country.
This experience gave us an opportunity for
conversion and communion. We do not stop ... We
need to be a Single Force ... Extend this mission of
solidarity and love to our neighbors. After this bad
situation, something good is coming, trying to comfort
our neighbors.
A hard and worrying future awaits us. What is
needed right now is a holistic view. When we do not
take care of our house! This March 25, Earth Hour
sounded, and made us better understand that: Natural
disasters are a sign that ecological awareness should
be a permanent light. End.

Province of Peru
In Peru we are experiencing dramatic moments
of deep pain due to the effects caused by the natural
phenomenon “of the Child”, triggering a series of
destructions and in different parts of the country that
cause anxiety and demand immediate action on our
part.
The remarkable thing about these difficult times
we live in, is the wave of support that is growing
everywhere in the country. The population in general, is
taking an active position in the face of these painful
events.
The suffering and uncertainty that is
experienced, the lack of water, food, health risks, floods
that devastate with bridges, housing, sowing, etc. It has
given way to actions of solidarity, understanding and
support towards our sisters and brothers to our land so
devastated.
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