
Prayer for World Social Justice Day  

February 2022  

 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice: they shall have their fill. —Matthew 5:6 

"Our commitment to reconciliation demands that we promote justice and peace in a world disturbed 
by sin and conflict.”- Article 6 of the Constitution of the Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the 

Good Shepherd  

“ This is what God ask of you only this that you to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly 
with your God”  Micah 6:8 quoted in  Article 45 of the Constitutions 

 

Preparation - for community setting, or individual prayer:   

Prepare the space for prayer - use some justice symbols.   As the community gathers, play the hymn 
from the Chapter ‘In Jesus’ Name’ (Monica Brown) to create ambience. Make yourself  comfortable 
with both feet on the floor and hands where they feel most comfortable. Close your eyes and take 
three deep breaths- inhaling for 4 counts, holding the breath for 4 counts and exhaling for 6 counts.  

 

Opening Prayer:  

May the God of Abundance grant us the wisdom of Christ to practice justice and the grace of the Holy 
Spirit to persist until we succeed.  AMEN1 

Almighty God, you have given all peoples one common origin, and your will is to gather them as one 
family in yourself. Fill the hearts of all with the fire of your love and the desire to ensure justice for all 
our sisters and brothers. By sharing the good things, you give us, may we secure justice and equality 
for every human being, and a human society built on love and peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. (Adapted from the United Church of Christ Prayer Resources ) 

 
1 Just Prayer:  A Book of Hours for Peacemakers and Justice Seekers; Alison M. Benders  Liturgical Press, Collegeville, 
Minnoesota  www.litpress.org  



Introduction: 

On November 26th, 2007, the General Assembly of the United Nations declared February 20th as the 
World Day of Social Justice. World Day of Social Justice is a UN international day that highlights the 
need to promote social justice, tackling issues such as poverty, exclusion, gender equality, 
unemployment, human rights, and social protections – all issues highlighted in our position papers.  
This year’s theme is focused on social justice in a digital economy. As the world continues to change 
and become ever more reliant on digital technologies, think about what kind of actions are needed to 
ensure social justice in this changing world and economy.  

Social justice is informed by four essential 
principals: human rights, access, 
participation, and equity. Social 
justice can’t be achieved without these 
four principles. Social justice means that 
everyone’s human rights are respected 
and protected. Everyone has equal 
opportunities. Social justice has been at 
the very heart of the message of the 
prophets, of Jesus, of the social teaching 
of the church and of Pope Francis himself.   

 

How can we work for justice in our community?  

Scripture Reading:   Luke 4:14-21 

Reflection: 

Ched Myers in Binding the Strong Man comments – “Jesus is inviting common folk to join him in his 
struggle to overturn the existing order of power and privilege.” Ched continues that “the purpose of 
Jesus’ call to discipleship is not to take people out of a hostile world, promising them a better life in 
God’s heavenly kingdom.  Instead, Jesus’s purpose is to change the world in such a way that it will 
cease to be the hostile place it is, so that God’s reign can be established on earth.  Doing this requires 
that we make a preferential option for the poor, the dispossessed, the excluded and those who because 
of gender, sexual orientation, race or class have been rendered invisible in our society.’ 

In our chapter preparations, injustice within the Congregation emerged, and so we are invited to 
confront power, privilege and hierarchical structures within the Congregation itself – colonization, 
white privilege, divisions based on class, race, or tribe, historical injustices carried in Church laws and 
structures against women and peoples, e.g. indigenous peoples,  that are not spoken about, or 
reconciled.2 Throughout the Chapter, this concept of justice was reflected upon and discussed 
bringing us to adopt a Universal Culture of Justice in the 31st Congregational Direction Statement.  

 
2 Quotation used by Winifred Doherty on September 20, 2022 when presenting to the Chapter. 



 

Time for Sharing  

“Change means more than charity and occasional service. Two 
strands of practice must intersect in us to establish justice for 
permanent change.  First and obviously, we have to create 
relationships, institutions and communities ruled by just 
practices.  Second, and perhaps equally obvious, we need to 
change ourselves.3 

 

Questions for Conversation  

How can you/we work to bring about a Universal Culture of Justice internally and externally in the 
Congregation?  

How will you/we work to ensure all sisters, partners-in-mission and program participants will feel 
and know that culture of justice as you/ we engage with each other?  

What do you/we need to change? 

Intercessions 4 
Spirit of Hope, your creation offers sustenance to satisfy all our needs and you command us to care for 
all people and our neighbors.  Yet so many people are experiencing poverty, hunger, homelessness, 
sickness, statelessness, migration, trafficking, displacement, exclusion, violation and mother earth is 
also crying out.  
 
● Rouse us to respond to their needs and the root causes of these injustices 
● Bless those who work for the elimination of economic and climate injustice  
● Bless and multiply our efforts and the efforts of all social justice advocates on this Social 

Justice Day 
● Teach us to resolve our differences peacefully 
● Grant us the courage to examine our lives and repair the violence we have inflicted on others  
● Lead us to the vision of your justice by which all people are cherished and given what they 

need. 
 

Praying the Prayer Jesus taught us: An Adaptation 
 
Together:    Our God who is in heaven  
Reader:        and in all of us here on earth; 

the hungry, the oppressed, girls and women, the excluded.                                 holy is your 
name.  

                         MAY YOUR REIGN COME. 

 
3 ‘Just Prayer’ Ibid  
4 Intercessions inspired by intersession in ‘Just Prayer’ 



 
Together:    May your reign come and your will be done; 
Reader:       in our choice to struggle with the complexities of this world 
                        and to confront greed, racism, sexism, climate change     
                        and the desire for power in ourselves,  
                        in our nation and in the global community. 
                        MAY YOUR REIGN COME. 
 
Together:   Give us this day our daily bread; 
Reader:       bread that we are called to share, 
                        bread that you have given us abundantly 
                        and that we must distribute fairly, ensuring security for all. 
                        MAY YOUR REIGN COME. 
 
Together:   Forgive us our trespasses; 
Reader:       times we have turned away from the struggles 
                        of other people, countries, and the planet 
                        times we have thoughts only of our own security.  
                        MAY YOUR REIGN COME.  
 
Together:    Lead us not into temptation; 
Reader:        the temptation to close our minds, ears, and eyes 
                         to the unfair global systems that create 
                         larger and larger gaps between the rich and the poor; women and men and  
                         threaten the planet 
                         the temptation to think it is too difficult 
                         to bring about more just alternatives. 
                         MAY YOUR REIGN COME. 
 
Together:    Deliver us from evil; 
Reader:       the evil of a world where violence happens in your name, 
                        where wealth for a few is more important 
                        than economic rights for all,  
                        where gates and barriers between people  
                        are so hard to bring down. 
                        MAY YOUR REIGN COME. 
 
Together:   May your reign come, for yours is the kingdom, the power, and 
                      the glory  forever and ever AMEN! 
 
(Adapted by the Center of Concern, 1125 Otis Street NE, Washington, DC 20017 with the inclusion of 
gender and planet - Winifred Doherty) 
  



 
Closing Prayer:  
 
O Holy One or/O God , open my eyes that I may see the needs of others 
Open my ears that I may hear their cries; 
Open my heart so that they need not be without support; 
Let me not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong, 
Nor afraid to defend the poor because of the anger of the rich. 
Show me where love and hope and faith are needed, 
And use me to bring them to those places. 
And so open my eyes and my ears 
That I may this coming day be able to do some work of justice to help establish your reign on earth .  
Amen . 

- Alan Paton  
 
Chapter Song - Drawn by Love Words on Page 39 of Awakening to Sacred Presence - Holy Mystery 
 
See English:  https://www.un.org/en/observances/social-justice-day 
French:  https://www.un.org/fr/observances/social-justice-day  
Spanish: https://www.un.org/es/observances/social-justice-day  
 
Prayer prepared by Alexis Schutz and Winifred Doherty, GSIJP Office, New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


