
 

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 2021 – 

Towards an ever wider ‘we,” 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-34137358 

Please Sit quietly close your eyes and be comfortable in a chair back and keep your 

feet firmly planted on the ground or sit on the floor crossed legs. Keep your hand 

open in your lap. Take a deep breath for few minutes inhaling and exhaling.  

 

On the World Day of Migrants and Refugees Pope Francis invites each one of us to 
focus on greater empathy and unanimity among all people. Pope Francis’ excellent 
optimal choice for a theme is Towards an ever wider ‘we,”. This testimonial 
announcement calls to promote fundamental Human Development and the "care of our 
common home, which transforms into care of our common family.” As we become 
more open, we welcome  others. 

 



Massimo Sestini 2014, https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-34137358 

 

Let us silence and attune   ourselves in order to bring ourselvesinto solidarity and 
harmony. 

 

The following text is taken from the Holy Father Francis’ Message for the 107th World 
Day of Migrants and Refugees, 

An ever more inclusive world 

I also make this appeal to journey together towards an ever wider “we” to all men and 
women, for the sake of renewing the human family, building together a future of justice 
and peace, and ensuring that no one is left behind. 

Our societies will have a “colourful” future, enriched by diversity and by cultural 
exchanges.  Consequently, we must even now learn to live together in harmony and 
peace.  I am always touched by the scene in the Acts of the Apostles when, on the day 
of the Church’s “baptism” at Pentecost, immediately after the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
the people of Jerusalem hear the proclamation of salvation: “We… Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power” (2:9-11). 

This is the ideal of the new Jerusalem (cf. Is 60; Rev 21:3), where all peoples are united 
in peace and harmony, celebrating the goodness of God and the wonders of creation.  To 



achieve this ideal, however, we must make every effort to break down the walls that 
separate us and, in acknowledging our profound interconnection, build bridges that 
foster a culture of encounter.  Today’s migration movements offer an opportunity for 
us to overcome our fears and let ourselves be enriched by the diversity of each person’s 
gifts.  Then, if we so desire, we can transform borders into privileged places of 
encounter, where the miracle of an ever wider “we” can come about. 

I invite all men and women in our world to make good use of the gifts that the Lord has 
entrusted to us to preserve and make his creation even more beautiful.  “A nobleman 
went to a distant country to get royal power for himself and then return.  He summoned 
ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and said to them, ‘Do business with these 
until I come back’” (Lk 19:12-13).  The Lord will also demand of us an account of our 
work!  In order to ensure the proper care of our common home, we must become a “we” 
that is ever wider and more co-responsible, in the profound conviction that whatever 
good is done in our world is done for present and future generations.  Ours must be a 
personal and collective commitment that cares for all our brothers and sisters who 
continue to suffer, even as we work towards a more sustainable, balanced and inclusive 
development.  A commitment that makes no distinction between natives and foreigners, 
between residents and guests, since it is a matter of a treasure we hold in common, from 
whose care and benefits no one should be excluded. 

The dream begins 

The prophet Joel predicted that the messianic future would be a time of dreams and 
visions inspired by the Spirit: “I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall 
see visions” (Joel 2:28).  We are called to dream together, fearlessly, as a single human 
family, as companions on the same journey, as sons and daughters of the same earth 
that is our common home, sisters and brothers all (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 8). 

Scripture Reading: (Ruth 1:15–18, NRSV).  

“So she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return 
after your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said, ‘Do not press me to leave you or to turn back 
from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people 
shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die—there I will be 
buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me 
from you!’ When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more 
to her”  

 

 

 

 



Reflection:  

Ruth embraced the situation and uttered the beautiful words in the scripture reading. 
Ruth convinced Naomi to let her come and the two travelled to Judah where Naomi was 
able to throng Ruth as a sojourner in her country. The decision to migrate from one 
country to another is not stress-free. Nor is it exceptionally motivated. Ruth left her 
homeland to keep the home she had found in the family that she loved. The decision to 
migrate is also not the end of the story.  

 

Time for Sharing:  

What causes you to wonder as you read and hear these texts? 

Sing a hymn in align with the prayer. 

Concluding Prayer: 

Holy, beloved Abba, your Son Jesus taught us that there is great rejoicing in heaven 
whenever someone lost is found, whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded is 
gathered into our “we”, which thus becomes ever wider. We ask you to grant the 
followers of Jesus, and all people of good will, the grace to do your will on earth. Bless 
each act of welcome and outreach that draws those in exile into the “we” of community 
and of the Church, so that our earth may truly become what you yourself created it to 
be: the common home of all our brothers and sisters.  Amen. 
(Message for the 107th World Day of Migrants and Refugees - Holy Father Francis) 
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