
 Network of Prayer - September 2022 

  
The International Day of Peace (“Peace Day”) is observed around the world each year on 21 September. 
Established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolution 36/37, the General Assembly has declared this as 
a day devoted to “commemorating and strengthening the ideals of peace both within and among all nations 
and peoples. 
 
The Theme for this year: End Racism Build Peace 

 
Achieving true peace entails much more than laying down arms.  It requires the building of societies where all 
members feel that they can flourish. It involves creating a world in which people are treated equally, 
regardless of their race. 
 
“Racism continues to poison institutions, social structures, and everyday life in every society. It continues to be 
a driver of persistent inequality.  And it continues to deny people their fundamental human rights.  It 
destabilizes societies, undermines democracies, erodes the legitimacy of governments, and… the linkages 
between racism and gender inequality are unmistakable.” 

[UN Secretary-General António Guterres] 
 
We must work to dismantle the structures that entrench racism in our midst.  We can support movements for 
equality and human rights everywhere. We can speak out against hate speech – both offline and online. We 
can promote anti-racism through education and reparatory justice. 



 
We invite you to join the efforts of the United Nations as we work towards a world free of racism and racial 
discrimination. A world where compassion and empathy overcome suspicion and hatred.  A world that we can 
truly be proud of. 
 
We can build an understanding of all peoples whose source is the same God whose wisdom is expressed in 
diversity and whose creativity gives everyone variety for an interesting life of discovery, learning and sharing.   
Regardless of backgrounds, ethnicity, country, or culture, we are one human family.   Let us pray for openness, 
understanding and love to prevail in our entire world. 

 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27) 
 

Opening Song: – (Adapted Let there Be Love Dave Bilbrough)  
Youtube video  

 
Let There Be Peace Shared Among Us, 

Let There Be Peace In Our Eyes, 
May Now Your Peace Sweep This whole earth, 

Cause Us Oh Lord To Arise. 
 

Give Us A Fresh Understanding 
Of Neighourly Love That Is Real, 

Let There Be Peace Shared Among Us, 
Let There Be Peace. 

 
(Light a candle of Peace as the song is being sung) 

Invitation to Prayer 
Let us turn to the Giver of True Peace for the Peace we so sorely need in our day. 

 
Leader:   Creator God you put all things in order and in harmony  
All:   Receive our thanks and praise 
Leader:  Christ Jesus You restored all that is broken and troubled 
All:  Come, heal us again 
Leader:   Holy Spirit You renewed the face of the earth 
All:  Teach us the way to peace and wholeness  
 
Come, eternal God, come where we are to celebrate reconciliation with you, and with each other.  Your 
lifegiving Word and Spirit have conquered the powers of sin and death which try to separate us from you. 
They have also conquered the powers of hatred, hostility, and bitterness, which try to separate your people 
from each other. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZYQZPHABY8


Leader:  You call us to be the salt of the earth—to preserve and enhance what is good. 
All :      You call us to be the light of the world, to be beacons of hope and  love. 
Leader:  You call us to be peacemakers, to live in harmony and be blessed to be blessings for others. 
All:  Even as we long for your peace, help us  to live in goodness and love through peaceful 

resolution, understanding, loving acceptance, and reconciliation to people everywhere. 
 
Pause:  [Call to mind a person/group of peoples that we individually or collectively have biases against.  

Send love and healing to these.  Ask God for forgiveness and healing and lift them up to God] 

 

Prayer (All) 
O God of the exodus, of liberation and new life, we come to you in prayer with contrite hearts, longing to be 
renewed in peace, seeking the righteousness that will overturn injustice and conflict and create anew ways of 
living faithfully together that honor the dignity of each person.  Heal the wounds that we have inflicted 
knowingly and unknowingly. We long for right relationships, O God, for abundance of life in you. In your grace, 
heal and transform us, our institutions, and countries so that humanity may fully and gloriously reflect your 
love in our world.  Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading: Philippians 4:6-8 
Do not worry about anything but present your needs to God in prayer and petition, with thanksgiving.  Then 
the peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
Finally, sisters and brothers, let your minds be filled with whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, whatever is excellent, whatever is 
worthy of praise. 
 
Reflection (Pope Francis - Message on World Day of Peace,2022) 
In every age, peace is both a gift from on high and the fruit of a shared commitment. Indeed, we can speak of 
an “architecture” of peace, to which different institutions of society contribute, and an “art” of peace that 
directly involves each one of us. All can work together to build a more peaceful world, starting from the hearts 
of individuals and relationships in the family, then within society and with the environment, and all the way up 
to relationships between peoples and nations. 
 
Here I wish to propose three paths for building a lasting peace.  
First, dialogue between generations as the basis for the realization of shared projects.  
Second, education as a factor of freedom, responsibility, and development. Finally, labour as a means for the 
full realization of human dignity.  
These are three indispensable elements for “making possible the creation of a social covenant”, without which 
every project of peace turns out to be insubstantial. 
 
Prayer (All):  
Holy God, source of our life, we acknowledge you as Creator of all people of every race, language, and way of 
life.  Help us to see each other as you see us: your sons and daughters loved into being and sustained by your 
care.  Keep watch over our hearts so that the evil of racism will find no home with us.  Direct our spirits to 
work for justice and peace so that all barriers to your grace which oppress our brothers and sisters will be 
removed through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
Leader: With Jesus, we gather all peoples discriminated against and in solidarity with them  

we lift our hearts to the Father of us all: 
 

All: Our common prayer that Christ taught us.  

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all,  
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!  
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  
Your beloved community of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of 
temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us.  
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.  
(Adapted from The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa. This version of the Lord’s 

prayer was influenced by Maori theologians) 

Leader: We ask Mother Mary, our Queen of Peace to intercede for us: 
 
All: Hail Mary, full of grace.  The Holy One is with you.  

Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.  Amen  
 

Blessing: May God’s grace and love fill the earth and our hearts 
May justice flow like a roaring, mighty river 
May peace descend like a dove upon quiet waters 
And may we be mindful always, that in God’s kingdom 
All are loved to overflowing.  

All: Amen and May St John Eudes, St. Mary Euphrasia and all our Good Shepherd forebears 
continue to inspire us to work unceasingly to eliminate all the biases that are in our midst.  

Closing Song: Peace Before Us [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUhz-ehOVa8] 
(Or any other relevant song) 

Leader: Let us go in the peace of Christ to spread His Peace.  

(Conclude with an expression of peace with each other – a handshake/a hug/a kiss of peace) 

[Contributed by: Del Kang, Province of Singapore-Malaysia] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUhz-ehOVa8

